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VINELAND — A Vineland church is continuing to fundraise for the Syrian
family it is sponsoring now that they have settled on Canadian soil.

The phone rang Tuesday at Vineland's First Mennonite Church, letting them know that the family of six Syrians they were
sponsoring were set to arrive on Canadian soil. Roughly 48 hours later, the family — a mother and father, three children and
a grandmother — had landed at Pearson International Airport.

"We are on the highway headed to pick up the family," said pastor Chris Hutton. "They arrived yesterday and we are on our
way to pick them up and bring them home to St. Catharines."

The Vineland church is working with the Mennonite Central Committee’s (MCC) St. Catharines office on the sponsorship. The
Canadian government will match donations from individual Canadians to relief efforts in Syria until the end of this year. The
MCC is one of the agencies the funds have been distributed through. The church is more than half way towards its goal of
raising $40,000 to support the family for its first full year in Canada.

"We knew that when the phone rang, we would have 48 hours," explained Hutton, noting an apartment in St. Catharines had
been set up before Christmas in anticipation of the family's arrival. "Our team jumped into action. We have everything ready.

"It's very exciting," Hutton added. "We have gift packages for them and the apartment is all set up. We are going to have a
meal to welcome them."

The church is continuing to fundraise to meet its $40,000 goal. The church will welcome the Deacons of Jazz Saturday, Jan.
16 for a concert. Admission is by freewill donation. Desserts and refreshments will follow. Concert begins at 7 p.m. First
Mennonite Church is located at 3557 Rittenhouse Rd., Vineland.

Hutton said the response from the community has been amazing.


