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It was about 13 years ago now that a buddy of mine was teaching American Popular 

Literature at the University of Waterloo.  He called me up one day and asked if I 

would come and speak to his class in regards to a novel that had been published 

about seven years prior called Left Behind.  Has anyone read this novel or heard of 

it? 

 

Well, if you haven’t heard of Left Behind, this is the title of a single novel and it has 

developed into a series of novels that considers what the events of the Book of 

Revelation in the Bible might look like if they were to occur in our modern context. 

More specifically, the novel which has also become a series of films, asks the 

question of who gets left behind when God initiates the events of what are called in 

some Christian circles, the end times or the end of history.   The story is based on the 

particularly evangelical Christian notion that at some point in history, God will take 

all of the faithful believers in Christ up to heaven and he is going to leave everyone 

else behind in order to endure a series of catastrophes and tribulations.  Well, in Left 

Behind, the story seems to suggest that if you do not believe the right thing, or if you 

belong to the wrong church, you are left behind.  Namely, you get left behind, if 

you’re not evangelical.   

 

I was honoured that my friend would invite me to speak on the topic because he 

identifies himself not as a Christian but as an agnostic, or someone in search of God, 

and he was very suspicious and unsure of the motivations behind the writing of Left 

Behind.  He did want me to share with his class about what I thought God might 

intend when it comes to the events of the end times. 

 

And so I shared with them about Jesus’ words in Matt. 25.  Two things strike me 

about this set of verses in the Bible, the sheep or the people that Jesus says enter 

into eternal life don’t do so because they’ve answered a theological question 

correctly or because they belong to the right club.  They do enter into eternal life 

because of how they have loved others. 

 

What really struck me as I shared this with my friend’s class was how much the class 

resonated with this teaching.  There were head shaking in agreement and smiles as I 

suggested that Jesus cares more about how we are loving people than whether or 

not we are wearing the right clothes or attending the right church. 

 

Very quickly, we here at the First Mennonite could be bringing a family from Syria 

into Canada through our partnership with Mennonite Central Committee, and I don’t 

know about you, but I’m really excited about this.  I think this is a great opportunity 

for us as a church community to be a blessing to others and be blessed through the 

process.  I am so excited that in the midst of the crisis that is happening; families 

fleeing their homes in the dead of night, travelling by boat through horribly 



dangerous weather conditions; leaving everything they own behind just for a 

desperate chance of survival.  In the midst of this crisis, our heart as a church is 

what can we do to help those in need? 

In our larger Mennonite family, we have a rich tradition of aiding refugees; whether 

that’s the Russian Mennonite immigrations following WWII, or the sponsoring of 

refugees to come to Canada from conflicts in Laos or Vietnam.  

 

Sponsoring refugee families is a very prominent topic on the minds of Canadians 

these days; and this is great to see that many of us in this country resonate with the 

idea of giving of what we’ve been blessed with in order to help others in need.  

While this conversation is happening many people will be asking, why welcome 

refugees?  Why would sponsoring a refugee family to come to Canada be of 

particular interest to those of us in church? 

 

Jesus says, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 

for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry, and you fed me.  I was 

thirsty, and you gave me a drink.  I was a stranger, and you invited me into your 

home.  I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me.”  In 

this passage, Jesus is the Son of Man, Son of Man being a title that Jesus often 

attaches to himself in the Gospels, who is the shepherd that cares for his flock, and 

he is also the King that presides over the final judgment. 

 

He insinuates here a very intimate connection between caring for those in need and 

relating with him. 

 

He strongly suggests that we give or care for those in need because it is a way to 

worship or relate with him. 

 

Prior to this parable that Jesus tells, there is a very rich tradition in the Old 

Testament and within Judaism to provide for those in need. 

 

Ezekiel 18: 7-9; Deut. 27:19; Malachi 3: 4-5  

 

Open to me the gates of righteousness (Psalm 118: 19).  When a man is asked 

in the world-to-come: “What was thy work?”” and he answers, “I fed the 

hungry,” it will be said to him: “This is the gate of the Lord (Psalm 118: 20).  

Enter into it, O thou that didst feed the hungry. 

 

When a man answers: “I gave drink to the thirsty,” it will be said to him, “This 

is the gate of the Lord.  Enter into it, O thou that didst give drink to the thirsty.” 

 

When a man answers: “I clothed the naked,” it will be said to him: “This is the 

gate of the Lord.  Enter into it, O thou that didst clothe the naked.” 

 

This will also be said to him that brought up the fatherless, and to them that 

gave alms or performed deeds of loving-kindness – Midrash on Psalms 



 

If you were with us last week during our Peace Sunday service, we talked about how 

in the Old Testament, God constantly tells the Israelites the best way that they can 

remember the events of the Exodus, when He delivered them from slavery to Egypt, 

is by giving justice to the foreigners amongst you.  Care for the poor and give to 

those in need and you will be honouring the memory of the Exodus. 

 

When Jesus speaks in the verses that we read from Matt. 25, he echoes the words of 

the Old Testament, and he echoes the words that he gave in the Sermon on the 

Mount where he said, God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

God blesses those who are gentle and lowly, for the whole earth will belong to 

them.  God blesses those who are hungry and thirsty for justice, for they will 

receive it in full.  God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown 

mercy…God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the 

children of God. (Matt. 5: 4-9). 

 

In many ways the vision of Matt. 25 is a fulfillment of God’s vision in the Sermon on 

the Mount.  This is the Kingdom of God come into full fruition, where the hungry and 

thirsty are finally blessed, and the people who gave food and drink are also finally 

blessed. 

 

But I want to focus particularly on Jesus’ words in Matt. 25 when he says, “when you 

refused to help the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help 

me.”  Biblically speaking, Jesus and other writers in the New Testament would have 

understood that all of the world was born to be part of God’s family.  Everyone is 

radically included in God’s Kingdom, and so when Jesus says you refused to help the 

least of these my brothers and sisters, this could be understood to indicate anyone 

anywhere in the world who was in need.  Anyone anywhere in the world who is in 

need of food, drink, clothing, hospitality. 

 

When you feed the hungry anywhere in the world, Jesus insinuates you are giving 

this to Him. 

 

The writers of the Old Testament would have understood that it is God’s heart to 

care for the poor and to give to those in need.  This is something that God wants you 

to do.  God yearns for us to imitate his heart in our relationships with other people. 

 

But Jesus takes this one step further, and suggests that this isn’t just some ritual that 

you do in order to earn God’s approval.  This is a way to directly relate with God. 

 

The word “worship” comes from the Old English word weorpscipe.  Try saying that 

5 times fast. And it means to give something worthiness or worth-ship.  It’s a very 

relational term. We give worth to God, we relate with him best when we love others 

who are suffering. 

 



When we see others suffering.  When we see mothers and fathers, children 

anywhere in the world who are suffering, we are simultaneously looking at our 

brothers and sisters created to be the beloved children of God just as much as we 

are, and we are simultaneously looking at the face of God; yearning for us to relate 

with one another with the same heart of compassion, love, and generosity that He 

has for us. 

 

I’m reminded of the line from the famous musical, Les Miserables, when the 

character of Jean Valjean sings, “To love another person is to see the face of God.” 

 

This is church at its best.  When Jesus separates the sheep from the goats and he 

talks about the Kingdom that he’s building, he says that this is what he yearns for 

the most. 

 

We worship best when we love those who suffer. 

 

We’ve heard from our Refugee Committee that our family could be here very 

quickly.  And our committee has done some awesome planning to help us get a 

vision of what we can do to support these people who are about to become our 

neighbours.  If you’re not involved at this point, maybe today is a good day to take 

some time and consider, how can I participate?  What’s my gift to give?  What has 

God blessed me with that I can now return in blessing to others? 

 

Maybe you’re feeling a little stumped and feeling like there isn’t anything you can 

really give.  Then maybe this is a good opportunity to consider how can I help create 

awareness of this need in my community?  Are there people I know who could give 

towards something like this?  Is there someone I know who has been looking for an 

opportunity to help out people in need in Syria?  How can I raise awareness of our 

refugee family’s needs in my neighbourhood?   

 

Let me say that I think more people are excited to give than we know.  I was hanging 

out with some other MCEC pastors on Wednesday and many of them were sharing 

about how people in their neighbourhoods are calling them to find out more about 

participating in MCC’s programs for aiding refugees from Syria and Iraq. 

 

MCC has plenty of materials on this issue.  If you go to MCC Canada’s website, there 

are a ton of resources on not only how to get involved in refugee sponsorship, but 

there are also resources on how to support sponsorship, and raise awareness of the 

needs in Syria and Iraq right now. 

 

Let me close by referring back to our reading we had from the Old Testament in 

Isaiah 58.  In this passage, the prophet Isaiah talks about people who act so pious.  

They come to the Temple every day and seem delighted to hear God’s laws.  They 

love to make a show of coming to God and asking him to take action on their behalf.  

They’ve fasted!  Isn’t God impressed? 

 



But God pushes back and says this is not what he’s looking for.  God echoes the 

words we’ve heard a couple of times over the past few weeks in our Sunday services 

that he desires not our burnt offerings or our sacrifices, but he does desire mercy.  

The kind of fasting God says he wants is for us to share our food with the hungry and 

welcome poor wanderers into our homes. 

 

Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble.  Then your light will shine out 

from the darkness, and the darkness around you will be as bright as noon.  

The Lord will guide you continually, giving you water when you are dry and 

restoring your strength. You will be like a well-watered garden, like an ever-

flowing spring.  Some of you will rebuild the deserted ruins of your cities.  

Then you will be known as a rebuilder of walls and a restorer of homes. 

(Isaiah 58: 10-12) 

 

I love that imagery, you will be known as a rebuilder of walls and a restorer of 

homes.  When we love those who suffer, it’s like we’re rebuilding the family home.  

We’re giving to our brothers and sisters created by God, just as we were, and we’re 

loving one another as God, our heavenly Father, hoped for us. 

 

That’s our best act of worship. 

 

We worship best when we love those who suffer. 


