
Love All, Serve All 

Chris Hutton 

The First Mennonite Church 

Nov. 22, 2015 

 

It was ten years ago that a film called Kingdom of Heaven was released.  Directed by 

Ridley Scott, it tells the tale of a 12th century Christian blacksmith who finds himself 

in the Middle East in Jerusalem during the time of the Crusades.  The main character, 

played by Orlando Bloom, finds himself caught in a war between Christians and 

Muslims and struggling how to make peace in a world where both sides engage in 

violence and both sides are incredibly capable of peacemaking. 

 

At the time, I was working on campus at the University of Waterloo with the 

Navigators of Canada and we partnered with Conrad Grebel College and the on-

campus Muslim Students Association  to host a viewing of the film followed by some 

sharing from both the President of the Canadian Islamic Congress and a member of 

Christian Peacemaker Teams. 

 

Our hope was that an event such as this would facilitate dialogue, promote 

understanding, and dispel fear.  Remember that this was only 4 years after 9/11 and 

2 years after America began the Iraq War.  At the time of our viewing, many 

American leaders were strongly claiming that there was a war going on between 

Islam and the West, and the same thing was being claimed by al-Qaeda and Taliban 

militants.  Our hope the evening of the movie night was to show that this did not 

have to be the truth.  That a way can be made for peace. 

 

We sat together.  We laughed together.  We shared vulnerably together.  We were at 

peace and unafraid. 

 

If you have even a remote bit of media connection these days, you will know that for 

the past week, the primary source of conversation has been the recent terror attacks 

in Paris. Just a little bit, right?  And much of the conversation has revived these age-

old  tensions between Muslims and Christians. 

 

Here are some of the things that have been going around as part of this 

conversation, let me read for you some quotes: 

 

“Refugees from Syria are pouring into our great country.  Who knows who they are – 

some could be ISIS.” 

 

“This could be like a Trojan horse in a sense, 200,000 people coming into the United 

States.” 

 

“Close the borders.” 

 

“We have no idea who these people are.” 



 

“We cannot let them into this country.  Our country has tremendous problems.  We 

can’t have another problem.” 

 

 

Perhaps you’ve even seen this picture circulated online? (Cartoon of Trojan horse 

approaching Europe with the words “Refugees” and “ISIS” on it) 

 

Unfortunately, as we prepare to sponsor a family from Syria to come to Canada,, in 

particular a family who will most certainly be Muslim, this is much of the 

conversation going around even here in Canada these days; and so in preparation, 

we want to give you some tools today to engage people in this conversation.  We 

want to give you some facts and some ideas that hopefully will get all of us thinking 

and give some ability to engage our co-workers, family members, and more in the 

conversation. 

 

Well, let’s look at three main questions that are probably the most dominant these 

days around the Syrian refugee crisis: 

 

What if we allow ISIS terrorists into the country? 

 

Won’t ISIS attempt to infiltrate Syrian refugees as a way of getting into the country?  

Hence the Trojan horse picture that we saw earlier. 

 

Well, let’s start by looking at some data.  Now much of this data is in relation to 

America, but I think there’s a strong correlation between these concerns in both 

America and Canada 

 

Here is a chart that measures how many resettled refugees in the United States have 

been arrested on domestic terrorism charges since 2001. You’re not reading it 

incorrectly.  It does say zero. 

 

By contrast, since 9/11, 406, 496 people have died as a result of domestic gun 

violence in the United States.  Many people will ask what if just one terrorist makes 

it into Canada or the States?  If you’re going to ask that, I think you should also ask, 

what if just one North American commits an act of gun violence? 

 

Since the beginning of the Iraq war, the MO of middle-eastern based terrorist 

organizations has not been to infiltrate refugees and enter North America to commit 

violence. 

 

Some people might say aren’t the Paris attacks an example of terrorists infiltrating 

refugee populations in order to commit violence, and couldn’t that happen here in 

Canada? I think we need to know two things about the nature of the Paris attacks, 

and please remember that this is still very early in the conversation, so I am sure 

that much more still needs to be discerned and revealed in that incident. 



 

Many of the refugees currently in Europe have emigrated to countries such as 

France with little to no screening.  Many of them have literally boarded a boat, 

braved horrible travel conditions, and simply entered into another country; after 

which they may go through some security screening.  It has also recently been 

discovered that the perpetrators of the attacks on Nov. 13th were not Syrians, and 

that they did not enter the country as refugees but through other avenues.   

 

We’ve seen no evidence of ISIS infiltrating Canada as refugees to date, and this leads 

into our second question: 

 

How can we ensure that Syrian refugees are safe?  How are we protecting our own 

security from terrorists? 

 

In a recent CBC interview with the former head of Canada’s Immigration and 

Refugee Board, Peter Showler said that Canada actually has one of the best refugee 

screening processes out there.  He shared that particularly the refugees coming to 

Canada will be from camps in Lebanon, Jordan, and Turkey.  Many of them will be 

single women and children, and many of them will have been in camps in these 

countries for the last 4 years.  They are not refugees who travelled just within the 

last couple of weeks from Syria.  They have had significant time away from 

extremist settings. 

 

Even more of these particular refugees are professional middle-class pro-democracy 

citizens who fled Syria four years ago when the Syrian Civil War began and 

President Bashar al-Assad was being criticized for dictatorial measures against his 

own people. 

 

As far as the actual screening process goes, before they come to Canada, the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees or UNHCR first screens an individual for 

any history in extremist group participation.  Apparently, this component of 

screening has only been introduced in the past year or so.  Prior to this, refugees 

were simply screened on how vulnerable they were.  If a person was considered 

particularly vulnerable, they would pass through the screening process.  We now 

have an additional layer of screening. 

 

Next, the individual goes to see a Canadian VISA officer for an hour-long interview 

where the officer tries to determine if the individual’s story corroborates with the 

screening done by the UNHCR 

 

Next, the individual’s name is run through the databases of the RCMP, CSIS, 

Canadian Border Security, and a number of other international databases 

 

Peter Showler states that if you need a process to screen for dangerous individuals, 

you’re actually not going to get much better than what we have now. 

 



The third question I want to look at is, “Why are we sponsoring a Muslim family as 

opposed to a Christian family?” 

 

The off-hand quick answer is that this is the family that is most in need right now.  

On the occasion of us consulting Mennonite Central Committee on who is most in 

need and who is most vulnerable and available for sponsorship, this is what MCC is 

telling many churches. 

 

But if we’re a church, why don’t we wait for a Christian family and help other 

Christians instead of Muslims? 

 

Earlier, we read from Luke 10 and Jesus’ teaching to love your neighbor as yourself, 

but we finished a little early,  here’s the rest of the story: 

 

The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 

neighbor?” 

 

Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down 

to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, 

beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road. 

 

“By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he 

crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by.  

 

A Temple assistant[a] walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also 

passed by on the other side. 

 

 “Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt 

compassion for him.  Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds 

with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own 

donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him.  

 

The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins,[b] telling him, ‘Take 

care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m 

here.’ 

 

“Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was 

attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked. 

 

The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.” 

 

Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.” 

 

It’s a religious leader who asks Jesus the question of what must he do to receive 

eternal life.  Some of your translations may say Levite, meaning a priest from the 

tribe of Levi, or some may say lawyer.  This is clearly someone who is well 



acquainted with Jewish religious law.  It’s a Jewish man and a Jewish priest who 

walk by the man on the side of the road.  Most scholars agree that these two walk by 

the man on the side of the road for two reasons: 

 

1) There was a popular religious thought that if you interacted with someone in 

pain and suffering, you too would incur pain and suffering onto your own life.  

It was said that if you even crossed the shadow of a person in pain, you 

would incur bad luck onto your own life.  And so it is believed that the first 

man walks by the man on the side of the road so as to ensure he comes into 

no possible contact with a person in suffering. 

2) The priest likely walks by the man on the side of the road because he 

suspects that the man is dead.  If he touches a dead corpse, he becomes by 

Jewish religious law, unclean, and would now have to go through a series of 

ceremonies in order to become religiously clean again and able to work at his 

synagogue or place of worship.  He also could not receive any income while 

he is unclean and not working at his synagogue.  It is likely that he avoids 

helping the man on the side of the road because it would be inconvenient. 

 

The Jewish man and the Jewish priest should have it all theologically correct!  They 

follow Torah law and are following God’s commands.  As a Jewish man himself, Jesus 

should be using them as the illustration of what to do. Instead Jesus, contrasts them 

with a Samaritan.  Now, Samaritans were distant brothers of the Hebrews.  These 

were Israelites who during the Exodus decided to stay at Mount Gerizim and 

worship God there, while the rest of the Israelites would eventually make the 

Temple in Jerusalem their place of worship. 

 

Samaritans and Jews had long despised each other.  They did not get along.  They 

had often entered into military conflict with one another.  In fact, in one campaign, 

in which interestingly the Samaritans fought alongside of Syrians, some Samaritan 

soldiers entered the Temple in Jerusalem and scattered shattered pieces of human 

bone thereby rendering the Temple unclean precisely around the season of 

Passover.  There was a deep divide between Hebrews and Samaritans. 

 

And yet, Jesus uses a Samaritan to illustrate the mercy that God wants towards the 

man by the side of the road.  It is the person who supposedly has it all theologically 

wrong, the person on the so-called wrong side of God, who Jesus says actually gets it 

right. 

 

Who is my neigbour?  Everyone.  Anyone who is hurt and in need.  Regardless of 

race, culture, or religion.  Even those who people might call my enemies.  And how 

do I love my neighbor?  Note Jesus’ words in verse 37, go and do the same as the God 

Samaritan, show mercy. 

 

This is radically scandalous what Jesus says! But they’re  our enemies!  But they did 

this in the Temple all those years ago.  But they don’t understand God like we do.  

But they waged this war against us so many years ago. 



 

And Jesus says, No. Show mercy.  Be like the Good Samaritan.  Many people agree 

that it is highly likely that if Jesus told this story today, it would involve two 

Christians, walking by a man on the side of the road, and it would be a good Muslim 

who stops and helps the man in need. 

 

When faced with the question of whether or not we should sponsor a Muslim family, 

we say yes.  We say, show mercy.   

 

Jesus radically calls us to love all and to serve all. 

 

Organizations like ISIS and those who thrive on violence, also thrive on fear.  They 

want us to be divided and to reject people in need.  When we reject refugees for 

being Syrian or Muslim, it plays directly into the hands of those who would say that 

there is a war between Islam and the West.  When we reject refugees for being 

Syrian or Muslim, it feeds into the rhetoric that recruits young men and women with 

nothing left to lose, and tells them, “See?  Those foreigners have no compassion.  Join 

us, and we will make them pay.” 

 

The attacks in Paris, Beirut, and other places, were not strategic offenses designed to 

topple a government or destroy a nation, they were designed to instill fear.  To make 

us turn on one another. 

 

And our weapon against this fear is not more violence and more hate.  Our weapon 

against this fear is love. 

 

Jarrod McKenna, an Australian popular speaker, who runs a home where he lives 

with refugees to Australia says this:  

 

It’s harder to kill you, if you have gone out and built their home.   

It’s harder to kill you, if you have helped them with their kids.   

It’s harder to kill you, if you have put them through a program that is helping them 

gain meaningful employment. 

If you want ISIS to win, keep vilifying and stereotyping all Muslims. 

Keep perpetuating the violence against Muslims. 

That kind of hatred just radicalizes disenfranchised youth. 

We need to love our Muslim neighbours. 

 

Next week, we enter into the season of Advent.  The season when we wait for the 

expected Messiah who comes to save the world.  And how does he appear? 

 

As a fragile baby in the arms of a Palestinian Jewish refugee family looking for food 

and shelter. 

 



I can’t think of a better way to celebrate this Christmas then by caring for a family 

just as God was cared for when He came down to earth under a bright star to show 

us how to love. 

 

We live in love, not in fear. 


