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I was born into a military family.  That’s not something you’ll hear often from a 

pastor at a Mennonite pulpit, but it’s true! 

 

My father served with our local militia.  My grandfather served with the British 

Royal Navy, and his father before him was a soldier as well.  Even my uncle designed 

ships for the Canadian Navy. 

 

I have the distinction of being the first Hutton male to become a pacifist pastor.  You 

can imagine the conversations at the Christmas dinner table! 

 

Just to give you some insight into my upbringing in this family, often on Saturday 

afternoons, my father would send me into the living room hallway with an A-Team 

dart toy gun that I had and he would close the door to the living room so I couldn’t 

see inside.  He would then arrange a series of targets everywhere across the room.  

When he said, “Go!” I had to burst into the living room and as quickly as I could, find 

and take out as many targets as I could as quickly as I could. 

 

And I became a pacifist pastor.  Seems like a logical sequence of events, right? 

 

I’ll never forget when my father told me how my grandfather, after WWII, took his 

uniform, all of his medals, and everything that he had to do with the war, and he 

burned them. 

 

And I always wondered, what did he remember when he thought of the war?  How 

did he remember the war? 

 

Years later, I would re-connect with a young man who I had lead in summer camp 

back when he was 12 years old.  He was much older now, and he had done a tour of 

duty in Afghanistan.  We were talking about the violence in the Middle East region, 

and I’ll never forget the moment when his eyes changed all of a sudden.  They 

hardened and he stared straight at me, and he said, “If I have to choose between 

them dying or me dying, I choose them.”  How did this young man remember the 

war in Afghanistan? 

 

This week, we will take time across Canada to remember.  We will take time to 

pause, be silent, and remember the realities and the stories of war across the history 

of our country.  We take time to remember lest we forget. 

 

Our culture remembers for two main reasons:  We remember so as to not dishonor 

the memories of people who suffered and died in the course of wars that were 

fought on our behalf, and we remember in order to prevent future injustice and 

continue to protect our loved ones. 

 

In his book The End of Memory, Christian theologian Miroslav Volf says that the 

imperative to remember is important.  He doesn’t argue with this imperative. 



 

Remember, yes! 

 

But Miroslav Volf asks but how do we remember rightly?  More importantly, how do 

Christians remember rightly?  How do people who have made a decision to follow 

the way of Jesus Christ remember rightly when it comes to violence, war, suffering, 

and wrongdoing? 

 

In 1983, Miroslav Volf was summoned to compulsory military service in the then-

communist country of Yugoslavia, and upon entering the service, he was 

immediately suspected of treason based on the grounds that he was a Christian with 

a theological education.  In the communist climate of the time, the church was seen 

as an enemy to communism and an enemy to the state. Volf would be detained for 

days at a time, interrogated, and psychologically and emotionally abused in an 

attempt to get him to confess to treason.  In his book The End of Memory, Volf asks 

the question, how do I remember injustices such as this rightly?  How do I 

remember this injustice as a Christian? 

 

To remember rightly, we must first remember truthfully and we must remember 

therapeutically. 

 

We must first remember the truth of how we were harmed or how we suffered.  

There is no remembering rightly, if we do not remember that we were hurt. 

 

But then we must be humble.  We must be humble and accept that while our own 

viewpoint and our own knowledge may help us to ascertain truth, we must open 

ourselves to the viewpoints and knowledge of others, even our enemies.  We must 

allow the understanding of others to enter our thoughts and build the truth beyond 

even our own limitations. 

 

You may remember a film that came out a few years back called Machine Gun 

Preacher starring Gerard Butler.  Well, it’s actually based on the real-life story of a 

man named Sam Childers.  Sam is a Christian who felt called to go to Africa and fight 

to protect children from being recruited to becoming child soldiers in the middle of 

war-torn regions.  Sam believed that violence was absolutely necessary if he was 

going to protect children in that part of the world. 

 

In fact, one day, Sam learned that a man had been captured who was responsible for 

killing civilians and then recruiting their orphaned children to become soldiers in 

the army he belonged to.  Sam went to meet that man with the complete intention 

that he was going to kill this man and prevent him from ever taking children 

soldiers ever again. 

 

When Sam met this man, he asked the man if he was truly responsible for recruiting 

children soldiers.  The man confessed to everything.  He confessed to terrible things.  

But then the man said something curious:  “You don’t understand.  I was a child 



soldier too.  When I was young, my parents were killed, and I was taken by some 

men to serve in an army.  A gun was put in my hand, and another man pointed a gun 

at my head.  That man said, ‘You must kill this other person or I am going to kill you.’  

I was terrified for my life.  I didn’t want to die, so I agreed to kill other people just so 

I could live.  It is all that I have ever known.” 

 

Sam was suddenly moved with compassion and asked the man if he knew who Jesus 

was.  The man replied that he did not, and Sam proceeded to tell the man about 

Jesus and told him that he could turn his life around right now, if he decided to 

follow Christ.  The man agreed, and he and Sam walked out of the room brothers in 

Christ. 

 

Once Sam knew the complete truth of why this man’s life had become so violent, it 

changed how Sam thought of the man and how he thought of the memoy of what the 

man had done.  Now with the whole truth, Sam felt compelled to save the man, not 

kill him. 

 

Volf suggests that we must not only remember truthfully, but we must also 

remember therapeutically.  There is no remembering rightly if we do not heal 

through the act of remembrance. 

 

But how can we remember therapeutically?  

 

We can begin to heal from traumatic experiences when we start to integrate and 

attempt to understand what part this suffering has played in my story and the 

formation of my identity.  What is the larger story behind my suffering?  What does 

this suffering shape me to be? 

 

We can begin to heal when we stand in solidarity with people across races, cultures, 

and nations, who have also suffered a similar wrong. 

 

And we can begin to heal when we insist and work towards protecting others from 

ever experiencing the very same wrongdoing themselves. 

 

If my suffering is shaping me to become more resentful, more hateful, more divisive, 

am I truly healing?  

 

For Volf, if we do not remember rightly, the shield of our memory (the memory of 

how we were wronged) will become a sword.  A sword that will now go out to 

commit the very suffering that we ourselves suffered.  We remember so as to 

prevent further injustice, not commit further injustice. 

 

Memories of wrongs have the potential to be used for ill just as much as they can be 

used for good.  And Volf suggests that once we make the injunction to remember 

and act on how we remember things, we are obligated to make our actions a 

blessing and not a curse. 



 

Once we remember truthfully and therapeutically, Volf says that our memories must 

inform a just struggle both on behalf of victims and they must work towards 

reconciliation with wrongdoers. 

 

In order to do this, we must remember all of the wrongs committed against us in the 

light of two events in the Bible: the Exodus and the Passion.  Now, the story of the 

Exodus is the story of a people suffering under slavery and delivered from slavery.  

After their Exodus, or going out from Egypt, God commands the Israelites to do this: 

“True justice must be given to foreigners living among you and to orphans, 

and you must never accept a widow’s garment in pledge of her debt.  Always 

remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the Lord your God redeemed 

you.  This is why I have given you this command.” (Deut. 24:18, NLT)   

 

God commands the Israelites to remember the events of the Exodus, and in order to 

remember rightly, they must not oppress others, but they must give to others.  In 

order to remember their deliverance from oppression, they must not now become 

oppressors to others, they must become a blessing to others. 

 

We do not authentically remember wrongdoing when we become wrongdoers 

ourselves.   

 

We remember authentically when we extend compassion towards victims, even if 

they are our enemies. 

 

Volf then says we must remember wrongs committed against us in light of the 

Passion or the death and resurrection of Christ.  In the death and resurrection of 

Christ, our sins or our wrongdoings are forgiven, and we are given new life freed 

from our sins through grace.  

 

We do not receive this grace by doing enough or by being worthy enough to deserve 

it.  We receive it by accepting grace as a free gift.   

 

God sees how it is virtually impossible for us to do enough to overcome our sins, and 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us, that all of our sins would be paid for 

and forgiven. 

 

In Christ, God reconciles with us.  He does not destroy us for our sins, he saves us 

from our sins, and he extends grace and love. 

 

Now, in light of this grace, this reconciliation, we are now called to be agents of this 

same grace, this same reconciliation, this same peacemaking, out into the world.  

Jesus tells this story in Matt. 18: 21-35: 

 

Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who 

sins against me? Seven times?” 



“No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven! 

“Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who decided to 

bring his accounts up to date with servants who had borrowed money from 

him. In the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him millions 

of dollars.  He couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—along with 

his wife, his children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt. 

“But the man fell down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient 

with me, and I will pay it all.’ Then his master was filled with pity for him, and 

he released him and forgave his debt. 

“But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who owed him a 

few thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant 

payment. 

“His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more time. ‘Be 

patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. But his creditor wouldn’t wait. 

He had the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in full. 

“When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to 

the king and told him everything that had happened. Then the king called in 

the man he had forgiven and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave you that 

tremendous debt because you pleaded with me. Shouldn’t you have mercy on 

your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ Then the angry king sent the 

man to prison to be tortured until he had paid his entire debt. 

 “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your 

brothers and sisters from your heart.” 

 

In order to remember rightly the events of the Passion of Christ, we are called to 

imitate Christ to others.  Just as God overcame evil with good, we too are called as 

the apostle Paul says in Romans 12, to overcome evil with good.   

 

We too are called to forgive as God has forgiven us. 

 

In Christ, we see that God does not achieve peace by violence or destruction.  He 

achieves peace through reconciliation and love. 

 

The Exodus reminds us to struggle on behalf of victims and the Passion reminds us 

to work towards reconciliation with wrongdoers, the Passion reminds us to love our 

enemies. 

 

Remember?  Remember, yes!  But how should we remember? 

 

Remember truthfully and therapeutically. 

 

Remember so as to inform a just struggle on behalf of victims and so as to pursue 

reconciliation with wrongdoers. 

 

Remember in light of the Exodus and the Passion and what God has done for us. 

 



As it says on the MCC buttons that we have available out by our front desk outside 

the sanctuary “to remember is to work for peace.”  For us as Christ-followers, to 

remember rightly is to work for peace. 

 

Let me say a couple of things by way of closing, the ideas we’ve talked about today 

are a journey.  I know that there are many of us today who carry great burdens from 

the suffering that we have endured in our lives.  And no one expects anyone to 

simply find reconciliation and find peace right away.  There is a reason we say that 

to remember is to work for peace.  It takes a lot of courage to begin considering 

reconciliation with someone who has wronged us.   

 

Working for peace is a journey, and sometimes it takes time.  You should not feel 

shame for feeling like you need more time.  Nor should you feel that you have to 

simply get over your shame or pain.  Or set aside how you have been hurt.  We do 

not remember rightly if there is no truth or healing. 

 

If you’re not feeling right there right now, if you’re not feeling like you can really 

work towards reconciliation with someone who has wronged you, I hear you and I 

understand.  Even as I’ve been working on this sermon this week, believe me, I’ve 

been thinking about wrongs that have been done to me in the past as well that I 

haven’t yet fully reconciled. 

 

But I invite you this week to follow Jesus.  Learn more about Jesus this week and his 

way of peace.  Take some time this week to read what we call the Sermon on the 

Mount Matt. 5 – 7.  Maybe take some time to read these passages this week and 

reflect on them.  Talk to someone in church.  Ask someone you know in church to 

meet for coffee this week and spend time talking about your experience.   Ask 

questions. 

 

Let me close by sharing with you some reassurances that Miroslav Volf gives in his 

book as we work for peace. 

 

In Christ, we learn that we are not in the world by chance.  The God of love created 

us together with our world. 

 

We are not in the world by ourselves pursuing lives filled with as little pain and as 

much pleasure as possible.  God has created us to live with Him in a communion of 

love and justice. 

 

Humanity has not been left by itself to deal with the divisive results of our deadly 

failures to love God and neighbor.  Christ entered the world to reconcile human 

beings through the cross. 

 

Our world will not disappear into nothingness.  At the end of history, God will give 

us eternal life. 

 



Evil will not triumph.  Suffering will not have the final word.  God will expose the 

truth of wrongs, condemn evil deeds and redeem both perpetrators and victims, 

reconciling them to God and to each other. 

 

We live in a world not ruled in the end by fear, but in a world that resonates with the 

echo of Jesus’ final words upon the cross:  It is done! 

 

We’re now about to celebrate communion together. 

 

Communion is an act of remembrance.  Jesus says this in the Gospel of Luke Chap. 

22:  

he took a cup of wine and when he had given thanks for it, he said, “Take this 

and share it among yourselves.  For I will not drink wine again until the 

Kingdom of God has come.”  Then he took a loaf of bread; and when he had 

thanked God for it, he broke it in pieces and gave it to the disciples saying, 

“This is my body given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  After supper, 

he took another cup of wine and said, “This wine is the token of God’s new 

covenant to save you – an agreement sealed with the blood I will pour out for 

you.” 

 

Communion physically embodies the meaning and the significance of what Christ 

did for us.  That instead of destroying us for our sins, he gave His life for our sins, 

that we might be saved from fear and hatred and that we may live in love and grace. 

 

When we take communion together, we are remembering Christ, and we allow that 

memory to permeate our lives.  How will this change us?  How will we live now in 

the memory of communion? 

 

When we take communion, we also declare God’s Kingdom to the world.  We are 

declaring to the world that we are part of a Kingdom that refuses to live in division 

and hatred.  We are part of a Kingdom that is breaking out into the world to bring 

compassion, love, and forgiveness.   

 

When we take communion we are accepting God’s peace, and we are proclaiming 

the wonder of God’s peace. 

 

Let’s now take this time to remember. 


