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Well, welcome to Oil-Free Sunday or Environmental Sunday here at The First 

Mennonite Church.  How many of you rode a bicycle out to church this morning? 

 

Well, here’s a fun picture for you.  This is our very own S.F. Coffman when he rode a 

bike along with several of his buddies from Ohio all the way out here to Vineland.  If 

you don’t know who S.F. Coffman is, he was the pastor here from about 1895-1954.  

How about that bike, eh?  Can you imagine travelling hundreds of kilometres on that 

thing?  I bet you’re feeling really thankful for modern bicycle engineering right now, 

eh? 

 

Well, the story of the Bible starts out with this beautiful image of a garden and a 

world teeming with life.  Plants and trees, waters swarming with fish, the skies filled 

with birds of every kind, livestock, small animals, wildlife.  And God says that it’s 

good. 

 

Then God takes some dirt, the very stuff that is necessary for all sorts of life to exist 

in our ecosystems, and he breathes into it, and he creates man and then woman.  In 

fact, if you have a Bible with you or in front of your seat, you can turn to see this 

story for yourself.  It’s probably the easiest story to find in the entire Bible, it’s right 

at the beginning. The Book of Genesis Chapter 1.  And you’ll see starting at verse 26 

right in Chapter 1 

 

Then God said, “Let us make people in our image to be like ourselves.   They 

will be masters over all life – the fish in the sea, the birds of the sky, and all the 

livestock, wild animals, and small animals.  So God created people in his own 

image; God patterned them after himself; male and female he created them. 

 

God blessed them and told them, “Multiply and fill the earth and subdue it.  Be 

masters over the fish and birds and all the animals.”  And God said, “Look!  I 

have given all the grasses and the green plants to the animals and birds for 

their food.”  In the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, I love how here it says, 

“See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of the earth, and 

every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And so it was.  Then 

God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was excellent in every 

way. (Gen. 1: 26 – 31) 

 

Creation was good.  The garden was good. 

 

Notice how it says here that we were made in the image of God.  Both male and 

female both reflect the image of God.  Now what does that mean to be made in the 

image of God?  Does that mean that when you look at Chris Hutton, you can see that 

God has a well-trimmed beard, mostly black with a few shots of gray just for the 

appearance of age?  Or does it mean that when you look at my wife, Michele, this 

means that God made her to look like him, complete with blonde hair along with 

some blue highlights? 



 

Most theologians would suggest that being made in the image of God means we have 

the ability to create, and we have the ability to destroy.  God is the creator and the 

one with the ultimate ability to unmake things.  Perhaps being made in the image of 

God means that we have a reflection of his ability to create things and his ability to 

destroy things.  Certainly if you look at the world around us, you may see that we 

can do a little bit of both. 

 

In fact, in Genesis Chapter 2, God takes Adam, the first man, out into the wild and he 

has Adam name all of the animals.  One of the things I learned during my time as an 

English scholar was that there is a theory that something doesn’t exist until it’s 

named.  We are creatures of language, who use words in order to understand and 

apprehend things around us.  When we see or discover something, we name it 

somehow, and that word is now how we understand the object. 

 

In John 1, which we read earlier, the apostle John writes that: In the beginning was 

the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  This is actually 

Jesus who John is talking about here. All things came into being through him.  All 

things were created through him.  All things were created by the Word. 

 

And so some theologians suggest that when Adam names the animals, God is 

inviting him to participate in the act of creation.  Adam is reflecting the image of God 

in him. 

 

We have the ability to create and we have the ability to destroy. 

 

Did you know that the emission of carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, and particulates 

from things such as factories and cars generates enough air pollution right now to 

contribute to 5900 deaths a year in Canada, according to a recent Health Canada 

survey? 

 

 

According to a collaborative study by the National Center for Ecological Analysis and 

Synthesis, Conservation International, and National Geographic, 8 million metric 

tons of plastic enters the ocean each year.  Waste such as this is fundamentally 

altering the ecosystems and population of certain aquatic life.  Right here in Canada, 

Montreal is poised this month to dump 8 billion litres of untreated sewage into the 

St. Lawrence River.  After they do so, they are advising residents to make no direct 

contact with water in portions of the city for up to 10 days. 

 

And of course, multiple respected and highly educated scientists are crying out that 

the combination of air pollution and every other kind of footprint that humans leave 

upon this world is fundamentally altering the very climate of our planet. 

 

We have the ability to create and we have the ability to destroy. 

 



In Genesis Chapter 3, after Adam and Eve eat the fruit from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil in a story that we call the Fall of Man, God says: since 

you…ate from the tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat, the ground is 

cursed because of you.  All your life you will struggle to scratch a living from it.  

It will grow thorns and thistles for you, though you will eat of its grains.  By the 

sweat of your brow will you have food to eat until you return to the ground 

from which you were made. (Gen. 3: 17-19) 

 

The ground is cursed because of you. 

 

So why should Christians particularly care?  Why should we of all people be 

concerned about environmental issues? 

 

Well, if you go back to Genesis Chapter 1, you might recall when God said that he 

created us to be “masters over all life.”  “Be masters over the fish and the birds and 

the animals.”  Many Christians interpret this to mean that God has entrusted us with 

Creation.  God has called us to be stewards of his creation.  God says in the Genesis 

story that his Creation is good.  If it’s good, and we are made in his image, shouldn’t 

we too try to keep this Creation good?   

 

God doesn’t seem to give us the garden to burn and destroy as we please, but he 

gives it to us to till, and to plant, and to sow. 

 

In the recent Creation Care Primer that was put out last year by Mennonite Church 

Canada, they say this:  

 

Mennonites have strong roots in the land, and have always recognized our God-given 

relationship to creation. Our Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective states:  

We believe that God has created the heavens and the earth and all that is in them, and 

that God preserves and renews what has been made. All creation ultimately has its 

source outside itself and belongs to the Creator. The world has been created good 

because God is good and provides all that is needed for life. 

 

We have responded to this good gift in our farming practices, development work in the 

Global South, Thrift Stores, and many other activities.  

 

We have also wrestled with a growing awareness that the very earth that is our home 

is threatened by the way we live, and that we have misused God’s good gift of creation.  

 

In 2007, MC Canada reaffirmed its commitment to creation care as follows: 

 

Mennonite Church Canada believes that God longs for the well-being and health of the 

whole world, for all of creation is bound together and belongs to God, who has created 

and who preserves all things.  Our faithfulness and discipleship should lead us to care 

for creation.  Mennonite Church Canada believes that God is calling us to commit 

ourselves to discern the paths of faithfulness to be good stewards of the earth.  



 

 

Well, we said that the story of the Bible begins with a garden, and it also ends with a 

garden. In the book of Revelation, right at the very back of your Bible, you’ll see that 

the apostle John has a vision of the future, and in that future, he says in Chapter 21, 

starting at verse 1: Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven 

and the old earth had disappeared…And I saw the holy city, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a beautiful bride 

prepared for her husband. 

 

I heard a loud shout from the throne saying, “Look, the home of God is now 

among his people.  He will live with them, and they will be his people.  God 

himself will be with them. 

 

Moving on to Chapter 22, John says that that he saw a pure river with the water of 

life, clear as a crystal, flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb [popular 

image for Jesus in Scripture], coursing down the center of the main street.  On 

each side of the river grew a tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, with a 

fresh crop each month.  The leaves were used for medicine to heal the nations. 

 

No longer will anything be cursed.  For the throne of God and of the Lamb will 

be there, and his servants will worship him.  And they will see his face, and his 

name will be written on their foreheads.  And there will be no night there – no 

need for lamps or sun – for the Lord God will shine on them.  And they will 

reign forever and ever. 

 

In John’s vision, heaven and earth become one.  The earth is not destroyed and 

replaced by heaven; but the two become one into a new heaven and a new earth 

together.  There is a river.  There are crops and fruit, and there is medicine made 

from the very things produced by earth. 

 

All of Creation is redeemed. 

 

In an earlier verse of that same chapter, John actually says that in this new 

Jerusalem, there is also no temple.  There is no religious building that people have to 

go to in order to find God.  Instead, as we read earlier, God lives among them. 

 

You might say that John sees no church building, because people don’t have to go to 

church to find God, He will live among them.  The entire new earth becomes church. 

 

Now although this is a vision of the future that John has, the trick is that this reality 

is now here among us.  One of the great things about our history as Mennonites is 

that our ancestors early on decided that too many people were treating a building as 

church.  Too many people were saying that when I enter a church building, then I 

follow what Jesus says.  But as soon as I exit the church building, I go back to my old 

way of doing things.  Our Mennonite ancestors said, it doesn’t matter whether you’re 



in a church building or not, the whole earth is church.  And so they met in houses 

that they called Meeting Houses precisely to emphasize the point that the whole 

earth is church. 

 

Jesus never gives specifications for church building design, but he does say in Matt. 

18: 20: where two or three gather together because they are mine, I am there 

among them 

 

God lives among his people in John’s vision of the future, and Jesus lives among his 

people today. 

 

All Creation is good, and all the earth is church.  Here in this church building, we 

gather to worship the Creator God, and we take care of this building.  We keep it 

clean.  We make sure the lights are on.  We make sure that it’s not physically harmful 

for you to be here.  We extend the love and peace of God here.  This is how we 

worship God.  Now how can we extend that same kind of worship to all of the earth 

outside of this church building? 

 

All the earth is church, now how are you going to worship? 

 

Well, my wife and I buy a coffee most every Sunday morning, and today we have us 

with some re-usable cups.  We are committing today to try and use these more when 

we buy our coffee.  Hopefully using these will create less waste to be buried into the 

ground, burned into the atmosphere, or littered on the ground.   

 

When it came time for us to buy a new vehicle, we knew that we needed a vehicle for 

urban travel around town and between cities, so we decided that our needs could be 

met by buying a vehicle with a hybrid engine, using both gas and electricity.  Now 

making this choice costs us more money, it was a more expensive choice, but our 

hope is that this will generate less emissions, and use less non-renewable energy 

sources such as fuel.   

 

Caring for creation doesn’t always have to be grandiose projects.  Sometimes it can 

be simple choices. 

 

What would it look like if we all simply turned off more lights in our homes when 

we’re not using them? 

 

What if rather than buying more bottled water with plastic waste, we bought 

ourselves some filtered water containers that we can re-fill and re-use with tap 

water? 

 

What would it look like in our church if we shared more resources such as tools or 

household items so people have to buy less and generate less waste? 

 



Mary Unrau shared with us last week about planting a tree right outside of our 

church grounds.  What would it look like if as a church we planted more trees? 

 

What if on our farms, we purchased used equipment rather than new? Purchasing 

used equipment can apparently cut down on the environmental impact of 

manufacturing too much new equipment. 

 

What if on our farms, we used biodiesel to fuel our equipment?  Apparently, 

biodiesel use not only saves money, but also cuts down on the environmental impact 

of fossil fuel consumption. 

 

Now although suggesting ideas is good, what we definitely want to avoid in this 

conversation is finger-pointing.  We don’t want to talk about creation care and now 

create a new list of rules that we can use to judge others.  That’s not productive.  We 

also want to avoid saying that nothing can really make a difference in the grand 

scheme of things, but we want to be open to creatively imagining how we can 

steward this good creation even through small simple actions. 

 

So rather than creating a comprehensive list of what we can and can’t do, let me 

suggest some simple principles as you measure what you might be able to do to care 

for creation. 

 

1. Do your research.  Read and find out what’s happening out there, and find 

out what are some ideas from people. Be open to what people who are very 

smart in their fields of research might be saying. 

2. Challenge yourself.  The moment you begin to say that’s impossible, ask 

yourself if it really is, or if you need to be challenged to try something new. 

3. Be prepared to sacrifice.  The whole reason that the environment is actually a 

conversation is precisely because caring for it doesn’t come easy.  The choice 

to care for creation may come at a cost.  It could cost you financially.  It could 

affect your convenience and your comfort.  But of all people, it should be 

Christians who are the most prepared for sacrifice.  In his letter to the 

churches in Philippi, the apostle Paul says that in Jesus, God emptied himself 

or gave up everything in order to save us.  If Christ can humble himself and 

give up everything in order to care for us, can we also be prepared to 

sacrifice, if it means caring for God’s earth? 

4. Try it out for awhile.  Try it on for size to see if it really works for you. 

5. Don’t be afraid to fail.  It’s okay to try something and see that it doesn’t work.  

The simple act of trying is probably more than most of us are doing 

nowadays. 

 

It is Waste Reduction Week this week in the province of Ontario, and if you’re in and 

around St Catharines this upcoming weekend, the Pen Centre is actually having a 

Waste Reduction weekend where you can drop off any electronics you no longer 

need, expired prescription drugs, glasses, and you can also drop off clothing 

donations. 



 

We also have some resources available for you today in case you might want to 

discern what exact sorts of choices you or your family might make in order to better 

care for Creation, and it’s actually called the Creation Care Primer.  This is a file put 

together officially by Mennonite Church Canada, and in there you’ll see a number of 

links to websites that you can check out for information and ideas.  

I highly recommend checking it out. 

 

God created us to live in a garden.  A garden that was our starting point, and we’re 

told it’s our end destination.  We have a choice of how we want to live in that 

garden, and how we want to reflect the image of God in that garden. 

 

All of the earth is church, now how are you going to worship? 


