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Well, thanks so much for having me here this morning.  It’s exciting to be at First 

Mennonite or The First as I was told you often refer to yourselves as last week.  It 

feels like a privilege to have the opportunity to speak at a church that reflects a long 

history of Mennonite churches in Canada that has impacted me personally.  So 

thankyou for giving me a chance to share. 

 

I was 16 years old, just about halfway through high school, and I participated in a 

student exchange with another high school out in Prince Edward Island.  It was on 

this exchange that I met another student named Brent Parr.  Brent and I both 

enjoyed basketball, and we both liked good music.  But Brent was a Christian, and I 

was an agnostic young man who had spent time attending church with my family off 

and on through the years., but was really not interested in religion.  I believed that 

God possibly existed.  I just didn’t know what he was really like.    

 

Now despite being agnostic, I used to pray each and every single night in a very 

exact and specific list.  I would pray that God would not let me have a nightmare that 

night, because I hated having nightmares.  I would pray for each and every single 

one of the pets that I owned, because I believed they had all gone to Heaven and I 

wanted God to take care of them, and I would always pray for a good day the next 

day. 

 

Despite all of these spiritual inclinations, I actually didn’t like Christians. To me, they 

were always pretending to be so perfect.  They had a high and mighty attitude over 

other people.  They judged people all of the time.  To me, they were also terribly 

violent. Christians pretended to talk a different game, but deep down they were no 

different than anyone else, and for that I felt that they were hypocrites.  I wanted 

nothing to do with them.   

 

In this place in my life, I met Brent, and even though we became quick friends due to 

our common interests, I just couldn’t resist attacking Brent for being Christian. I 

knew all of the jokes.  I knew all of the insults to say towards Christians.   

 

I was always trying to goad Brent into a fight.  And then Brent did something 

incredible.  He extended grace to me. 

 

Everytime I made fun of him, he listened patiently, laughed at himself along with me, 

and continued to hang out with me.  Nothing could get to him, no matter how hard I 

tried.  The day would eventually come when Brent would invite me out to his youth 

group; and of course, initially, I had the reaction of scoffing at Brent for suggesting 

that I go to a Christian youth group.  But in truth, I was lonely, in search of friends, in 

search of community, and Brent had been a friend to me more than anyone else.  So I 

went to his youth group and I would always make fun of what happened there that 

night: the music, the prayer.  But Brent would always say the same thing: Yeah, that 



is kindof funny isn’t it?  So are you coming back next week?  And I would always say 

the same thing…Yes. 

 

I didn’t realize it at the time but Brent was showing me Jesus.  Brent was showing 

me that he wanted to follow the way of the one who said, “You have heard the law 

that says, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.  But I say, love your enemies.” 

(Matt. 5: 43-33) 

 

Brent was showing me Jesus and it changed my heart in a way that no other religion 

had ever done before.  I became more and more fascinated with Jesus and I wanted 

to learn more and more about him.  Eventually a year after I first met Brent, I made 

the decision to become a follower of Jesus myself.  I became a Christian. 

 

To this day, many people still ask me “Why Jesus?”  Why do I choose Jesus?   

 

Perhaps the best place to start with this is by comparing religions or faith 

worldviews.  Why do I choose Jesus over any of the other multiple options there are 

in the world?  Now this is not to say that I do not respect other faiths or that I want 

to make time to cut down other religions.  I believe we can be respectful and 

gracious to other religions while also clearly and lovingly describing why we choose 

Jesus.  By comparing my choice to other religious worldviews, I think this will also  

help to show what is actually so unique about Jesus as well. 

 

In the interests of time, let’s stick with the major western religions.  You have 

Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Why do I choose Christianity over Judaism and 

Islam? Why do I choose Jesus over Moses and Muhammad?   

 

Many of the reasons that I choose Jesus over Moses and Muhammad are very 

similar. 

 

Moses says obey the Torah.  Obey the laws of God, and God will find you to be 

worthy. Break any of these rules and you will be punished. 

 

Islam says, “Submit.”  Submit to the laws of God as written in the Q’uran.  Submit to 

these laws and you will find favour with God.  Break any of these rules and you will 

be punished. 

 

Jesus says in John 5: 39: “You search the Scriptures because you think they give you 

eternal life.  But the Scriptures point to me!”  Judaism says follow Torah, Islam says 

follow the Q’uran.  Jesus says follow me.  And in this way, Jesus becomes our rabbi, 

or our teacher.  We do not follow a book, a stone tablet of laws, or a memorized 

recitation, we follow a person.   

 

Jesus doesn’t write a new book of religion for his followers to read.  We do have the 

Bible which is a collection of Jesus’ teachings and stories written by other people, 



but that book is not the end goal. It is intended to point us towards the living person 

of Jesus. 

 

 

Jesus says Follow me, and you will fulfill all of the Law.  Follow me and you will do 

exactly what the Law wanted you to do in the first place.   

 

When we follow a book of religion, we tend to devolve into rules-based thinking. 

When the Torah says you can’t eat shellfish, does that mean no more trips to Red 

Lobster?  Or can you go into Red Lobster so long as you just eat the salad?  If you 

can’t wear clothing of wool and linen together (Deut. 22:11) does that mean you can 

only wear the itchiest wool sweaters imaginable, and don’t even think about adding 

a little linen to make it more comfortable?  If you can’t touch pig carcasses (Deut. 

14:8), does that mean you can’t play football?   

 

We often worry about how much we’re keeping the rules rather than how much 

we’re loving others as the Law was intended to teach in the first place. 

 

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus gets asked the question “Teacher, which is the most 

important commandment in the law of Moses?” Jesus quotes Deuteronomy and 

Leviticus, he says “You must love the Lord your God will all your heart, all your soul, 

and all your mind.  And you must love your neighbor as yourself.  The entire law and 

all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.” (Matt. 22: 

36-40) 

 

In Luke’s version of the story, someone asks Jesus well, if I have to love my neighbor, 

then who is my neighbor?  Jesus responds by telling the parable of the Good 

Samaritan.  A story in which the religious leaders who are following the religious 

rules avoid helping a man who is waylaid by the side of the road, but it is the 

Samaritan who is following the wrong religious rules, (remember, the Samaritan 

were an off-shoot of Judaism who believed different things than the Jews) who does 

the right thing by helping the stranger who is waylaid by the side of the road. (Luke  

10: 25-37) 

 

Jesus tells this story in order to illustrate that just following a book of rules will not 

always get you to do the right thing. 

 

Jesus says follow me, trust me, and I will show you what the rules were supposed to 

teach you.  How do I follow or fulfill the Law?  Love.  Love God, and love your 

neighbor as I will show you how to love.   

 

I don’t want to follow a book of rules that people will argue endlessly over, but I will 

choose to follow Jesus a person who I trust, a person who I have faith in. 

 

Judaism says that the Jews are God’s chosen people.  They are his special people, 

preferred and adored over all others. 



 

The apostle Paul says that in Jesus, there is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, 

male and female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus.   (Gal. 3: 28) In Christ, there is 

no preferred people or favoured culture.  All peoples, all races, all cultures are part 

of the Kingdom of God. 

 

In a very similar vein to Judaism, Islam says that Arab culture enjoys a unique 

position in relation to God.  The Q’uran is a recitation in the language of Arabic, and 

although many Muslims will study the Q’uran in other languages, it is still generally 

agreed that the Muslim must eventually memorize and study the Q’uran in its 

original Arabic in order to truly understand it.   

 

The Bible is a conglomerate of Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic that has been translated 

into over 2800 languages, and even though most scholars would agree that it’s a 

good idea to become familiar with the original languages of the Bible in order to 

fully understand the history behind it, the Good News message of Jesus is not 

necessarily limited to any one language.  Jesus’ words and his teachings are 

acceptable and accessible through any language.  I choose to say no to the 

preference of Arabic in Islam and rather accept Arabic as one of many languages in 

the world that can equally be used to talk about Jesus and God. 

 

I refuse to say that any one particular culture, race or language is God’s preferred 

culture, race, or language, and I choose to follow Jesus who says that we are all 

beloved children of God. 

 

Judaism and Islam also believe that there are particular physical sections of land 

that God prefers.  In Judaism, it’s the the city of Jerusalem, and for Muslims, it’s 

Mecca where thousands of Muslims make a pilgrimage every year.  

 

In John 4, when a Samaritan woman by a well tries to goad Jesus into a religious 

debate by saying “why is it that you Jews insist that Jerusalem is the only place of 

worship, while we Samaritans claim it is here at Mount Gerizim where our ancestors 

worshiped?” Jesus responds by saying “Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming 

when it will no longer matter whether you worship the Father on this mountain or 

in Jerusalem….the time is coming – indeed it’s here now – when true worshippers 

will worship the Father in spirit and in truth”   

 

Judaism says that Israel is God’s holy place.  Muslims say that Mecca is God’s holy 

place,  

 

Jesus says that the entire world is God’s holy place.  I refuse to believe that God 

prefers any one location in the world, but I choose to follow Jesus who says that the 

entire world is God’s Kingdom. 

 



Islam and Judaism both also say that violence is an acceptable means to an end.  In 

Judaism, there is a belief that sometimes God just asks you to go to war in order to 

preserve the physical boundaries of Israel. 

 

The prophet Muhammad had a history of conducting pre-emptive strikes against 

other populations in order to protect the physical boundaries of Mecca and in order 

to protect Islam. 

 

By contrast, Jesus teaches enemy love to the point of dying upon a cross. Jesus 

doesn’t protect Christianity by raising up an army to wipe out the Roman Empire 

that was persecuting Israel during that time, but he gives his life upon the cross in 

order that both Israelites and their enemies might be saved, that his enemies would 

be transformed into allies, and that a way would be made for peace and 

reconciliation. 

 

Jesus doesn’t teach take up your sword and fight for my cause, although Christianity 

has been guilty of that in the past, but he does say :If any of you wants to be my 

follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow me.  If 

you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it.  But if you give up your life for my 

sake, you will save it. (Matt. 16: 24-25) 

 

I say no to the way of redemptive violence that historically has always justified itself 

as a means to an end and yet has always historically been responsible for creating 

terrible suffering; and I say no to the history of religious wars that have followed 

this line of thought,  

 

I choose the way of Jesus that refuses violence and seeks to make peace between 

enemies. 

 

Let me close with four other reasons as to why I choose Jesus and then I’ll pray to 

send us on our way 

 

In the passage that we read earlier from Colossians, Paul says that Jesus is the 

visible image of the invisible God. 

 

I choose Jesus because in a world where relationship and community are built into 

our DNA, God comes down to earth to meet us face to face in the person of Jesus and 

to live as we live, suffer as we suffer, experience joy as we experience joy and to 

teach us how to love. 

 

I choose Jesus because he doesn’t turn a blind eye to our suffering, nor does he offer 

us snake oil as the solution to our problems.  Jesus doesn’t pretend that you will 

never suffer again when you follow him, far from it when he actually talks about 

taking up your cross as his follower, but he does offer a way to understand and 

transform our suffering.  To me, when I was investigating Christianity, that seemed 

more real to me.  I didn’t want to believe in a God who said nothing bad will ever 



happen again.  I wanted God to tell me how I might walk through my suffering and 

help others who suffer in the same way. How can I use my suffering to transform 

lives, just as Christ transformed us through the suffering of the cross? 

 

I choose Jesus because he offers grace to us for our sins and for our mistakes.  He 

does not condemn us for our mistakes, but he forgives us and saves us through his 

sacrifice on the cross.  He then asks us to extend this same life-changing forgiveness, 

love, and grace to others. 

 

I choose Jesus because in a world that teaches us that it is the wealthy, the powerful , 

and the violent who will win the day, Jesus teaches blessed are the poor,;blessed are 

those who mourn; blessed are those who are humble; blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for justice; blessed are the merciful,; blessed are those who work for 

peace. (Matt. 5: 3-9). 

 

Jesus offers us to go with him on a mission, a mission to literally save the world, the 

whole world, not just our friends, but also our enemies from loneliness, suffering, 

our sins, exclusion, division, hurt, and from violence.  That’s the mission I want to be 

a part of.  I didn’t realize how big that mission was back when Brent first invited me 

out to his youth group, but the more and more I come to know about Jesus, the more 

and more excited I get about this life of faith, this life of trust, this life of love that 

Jesus invites us into. 


