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OK, reading this list of God’s rules makes God appear to be an authoritarian parent; a parent who sets 

up a rigorous set of rules, quite unrealistic to follow. So this image of God is one we really don’t warm 

up to, do we? 

But later, in Hosea God says this about relating to the chosen people of Israel:  “It was I who taught 

[them] to walk, taking them by the arms, but they did not realize it was I who healed them.  I led them 

with cords of human kindness, with ties of love; I lifted the yoke from their neck and bent down to feed 

;them.”  

 And in Isaiah, God further demonstrates tenderness, and caring that surpasses that of a nursing mother, 

who will never forget the child she has birthed.  So now we are introduced to a different image of God, 

that of a nurturing parent, who dearly loves and cares for his children. 

Pause to reflect on our images of God:  Pay special attention to your feelings toward God at an 

emotional level. 

Moving on to the New Testament, there is the Jesus factor,  to further complicate our understanding of 

God.  Now we observe a Parent who obviously sees value in downward mobility.  This Parent sends a 

Son, Jesus, down to this messy earth,  (How foolish is that!  and then does absolutely nothing to 

intervene when the child is in danger at the hands of His enemies, and is finally subjected to a horrific, 

cruel death.  How uncaring is this! 

Could this ultimately be about the foolishness of Love for a Higher Purpose then protecting the Child? 

Let’s hear this African story:   

Chief’s son finds an orphan boy, hanging out with the cattlemen in the bush. Son rescues him, brings 

him home to his Father, who is the Village Chief.   Can he stay with us, Father?  Sure, I’ll  give the boy my 

family name;  in fact, I’d like to adopt him.  So this dirty little cattle tender gains a new identity, as the 

Chief’s son.  

Well not immediately, the boy will likely resist this father at first, relating to him more like a new master.  

But with time he warms up to the father, won over by his goodness and gracious love. The boy learns to 

trust and  gives up his crude, dirty habits.  He is transformed by a Parent’s love. 

This is our story too, the story of finding our new identity in God’s family,  rescued by God’s son Jesus, 

God sees past our masks, our arrogance and self-importance, and delights in our Divine spark, our glory, 

our place in God’s Great Dream for the Created World and its people. God dearly wants us in the Family.  

So God sends Jesus, to be our big brother, to incarnate  Divine Love.  Jesus advocates for us and shows 

us the Way to live with complete trust in this loving, wise Parent. 



 We who have grown up with the story, have let it engage our minds, but maybe not our hearts. We 

haven’t caught the graciousness of this compassionate Parent, who goes to such extreme lengths to 

gather us into his family, to win our hearts. We have missed what an amazing love story it really is .  And 

unless we let it engage our hearts, we will probably miss its transforming power.   

Hear these words from II Chronicles: "For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth 

that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His.   

 In the N.T., the 10 commandments we heard earlier are distilled into only two commandments:  Love 

the Lord your God, with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself.  

These commandments have a very different tone, from the original commandments, don’t they?  They 

place supreme value on love and relationships.  

But how to live this out? 

Now I don’t know about you, but in my Mennonite upbringing I was taught well how to love my 

neighbor, but frankly speaking, I was not taught well how to love God and learned  nothing that engaged 

my heart.   I had to go elsewhere to find this kind of spiritual formation. . . . ! wanted to sense the 

presence of God, to hear God’s voice,  to believe in the Father Heart of God. And this is what I found, 

serving through YWAM.   

Thankfully, the Mennonite church has come a long way in addressing this need (learning to nurture the 

vertical relationship – loving God) . . . .offering spiritual formation classes, training spiritual directors. 

So this morning I want to invite you on a deeper journey of intimacy with God, of spiritual formation into 

a Child of God. 

  What will it require? 

First of all it will require slowing down. How foolish is this? We already don’t have enough time in a day! 

But have we stopped long enough to wonder what all of our drivenness is about? That maybe we are 

being propelled by a spiritual hunger for something More,  or trying to compensate to fill an emptiness 

in our souls. Can we recognize that at the deepest level we desire to know that we are dearly loved? 

This deeper journey will require a stance of humility: recognizing that we need a Higher Power to guide 

us. How foolish is this!  Most of us feel like we are managing very well, thank you very much! My 

goddaughter recently asked me via WeChat, “Mon, I need your advice now.”  Yes, this is a Chinese 

young adult asking, obviously, not a Western young adult.  As independent, self-sufficient Westerners 

this stance of humility and trust in a Higher Authority for our lives will not come easily .  

However, God’s guidance is readily available if we seek it:  through the Bible, through silence, listening 

prayer, the counsel of a spiritual companion, or even through Facebook, as a later story will reveal. 

How might our lives change if we chose to trust God completely, for both our outer journeys and for our 

inner journeys 



We had better be prepared for foolishness if we choose to align ourselves with God’s Dream for the 

world.  Remember Jesus’ mission statement at the beginning of his ministry:”God’s Spirit is on me.  He’s 

chosen me to preach the Message of good news to the poor, Sent ne to announce pardon to prisoners 

and recovery of sight to the blind, To set the hardened and battered free, to announce, “This is God’s 

year to act!” It sounds like a rather foolish, “Upside Down and Inside Out” mission. 

Yes, being guided by God will surely lead to some interesting, even foolish, journeys. Recall these actions 

required of Biblical followers: Moses who was told to walk through the middle of the Red Sea, the boy 

David  who was asked  to fight the giant Goliath, with nothing but a stone and sling! My own story: 

quitting my job at a bank as a young adult, taking care of  a niece and nephew. 

But ultimately, foolish as it may appear to ourselves or others, desiring to live out a Higher purpose in 

God’s story, will far out rank anything we may be attempting in our own small story.   But notice the 

word “desiring”!  This is not about a “should”, or “trying harder” to get it right.  This is about a loving 

response to a God who has won our love, our hearts!  

And in giving God our hearts, we are healed and transformed on our inner journeys! 

What if we could open ourselves completely to God: trusting God with our brokenness and shame, 

allowing God to soften our stony hearts, being willing to take off our masks, to expose our false selves, 

to becoming more real, open, and transparent, so we could truly receive God’s love and goodness 

A prayerful woman kept getting a pop up on Facebook of a German Shepherd Dog needing to be 

rescued.  She couldn’t forget this dog. . . .eventually took him in. . . . . This gentle dog, brought incredible 

healing to her, and bonded well with her grandson, who had earlier been attacked by a dog. 

Finally, we can grow into an “everyday sacredness,” where we develop a sensitivity to God’s presence, 

through nature,  beauty, relationships, co-incidences, or  God surprises. 

And we can learn to enjoy just being with God, to bask in God’s love, to rest in God’s care, with a prayer 

discipline called contemplation. 

In closing, I invite you to a moment of quiet reflection, of resting in God’s care.   Recall and relive a time 

when you especially felt God’s love and goodness.  

And sing this hymn as your prayer of response to God. (Sing the Story #49, I will come to you in the 

silence). 

 

 

 

 


