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This Psalm is one of the most wonderful celebrations of God’s creation in all of scripture.  It 

portrays God as creating just because God likes to create.  God goes crazy in creating things, 

from the world’s wind and water, to the animals who drink, the wild asses, birds, cattle, 

mountains storks, wild goats, young lions, and yes, you and me too, who go out to do our work.  

Not only has God created everything.  God is also madly in love with the creation. 

I’d like to note three things the Psalm affirms about this Creator God and the creation.  The first 

is that God has created everything.  Everything.  And everything means everything, even 

nature’s dark side. 

It’s easy to praise God as creator when we think of the pleasant things of nature that delight us, 

like sweet corn and strawberries, and white clouds and blue skies, and singing birds and cute 

little lambs and puppies wagging their tails, and gentle rain just when the farmers need it most, 

and towering mountains and soft breezes, and green grass and trees and colorful poppies and 

lilacs. 

It’s more of a challenge to think of God as creator of the things in our world that are not so 

nice.  Like weeds and thorns and poison ivy.  Tornadoes and hurricanes and earthquakes.  Rain 

at the wrong time, and floods.  Parasites and viruses that cause disease.  Poisonous snakes and 

other predatory animals that do harm, like the Leviathan. 

You heard the verse about the Leviathan.  It’s one of the most remarkable verses in the whole 

Bible.  I’ll read it again”:  “Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things unnumbered are 

there, living things both small and great.  There go the ships and Leviathan that you formed to 

sport in it.” 

The Leviathan was a monster that was believed to live in the depths of the sea, kind of like the 

famous Loch Ness monster in Scotland.  If the Leviathan were disturbed, it would rise up from 

the deep dark depths, and sink ships and maybe eat you.  We could say that the Leviathan 

represents the dark side of our world, the chaos and tragedies that often happen.  But note 

this.  The Psalmist is convinced that even the monsters that lurk in the dark and scare us have 

been created by God.  In his picture, the Leviathan is like a duck, paddling around in the ocean, 

not threatening anyone, just having a great time in the water, like a child splashing around in a 

wading pool.  Everything has been created by God, and everything—even the dark things in 

creation—frolics under God’s watchful, carrying eye. 



And then—second point—the Psalmist says, God sustains the creation.  “These all look to you 

to give them their food in due season.  When you give to them, they gather it up.  When you 

open your hand, they are filled with good things.”  In other words, God did not just make the 

world and retire.  God remains intimately involved in it, God keeps alive what he has made. 

Sometimes it seems that the natural world does run like a clock, by its own natural mechanisms 

and laws, as when the clockmaker makes the clock, winds it up, and then goes away and leaves 

it to run on its own.  Sometimes we humans think that we create our own lives by ourselves, as 

if God puts us into the world, tells us to subdue it, and then goes away and leaves the result up 

to us. 

Not so, says the Psalmist.  Though there are certain laws of nature, ours is still a world that 

relies on God for its life.  When God opens his hand, all eat.  When God hides his face, they 

suffer.  When God takes away breath, creatures die.  And we sense this to be true, when, for 

example, during a drought we pray for rain.  Or when our bodies are sick and we pray for 

healing.  Even the fruit of our labor—the work of our hands—is not, finally, our own.  It too is a 

gift from God.   While God allows his creation lots of freedom to do its own thing, God also 

remains very closely involved in its operation, from sunrise to sunset.  Each day the world 

depends on God’s sustenance, God’s presence, God’s face, God’s breath. 

Finally, point three—God not only creates and sustains creation.  God also redeems creation.  

“You renew the face of the ground,” the Psalmist says.  While everything created was good, not 

everything in our present world serves and glorifies God, even in nature.   

We know that nature has been upset.  Partly this is our fault.  Many of the “natural disasters” 

that happen, such as rising oceans and increasingly violent weather, seem linked to our use and 

misuse of the environment.  Still, not only humans but even nature itself seems to suffer from a 

kind of “fall.”  Take the violence in the animal world, and the “law of the jungle,” with the 

strong preying on the weak.  Paul seems to allude to this deep disorder in nature, when in 

Romans he says, “the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now.” 

But God one day will renew the whole creation.  Paul also says that one day “creation will be 

set free from its bondage.”  We know that famous verse in John 3:16, “For God so loved the 

world that he gave his only Son.”  The word “world” is “cosmos.”  It should read, “For God so 

loved the ‘cosmos.’”  “Cosmos” means more than just “people.”  It means “universe,” 

everything there is—human beings, but also trees and animals and rocks and stars and black 

holes in outer space and everything else that God has made and loves.  The prophet Isaiah 

pictures a future world where even the natural antagonists in nature will be reconciled and live 

in peace:  “The world shall live with the lamb,” he says, “and the leopard shall lie down with the 

kid, and the calf and the lion will live together, and little children shall safely play with 



poisonous snakes.”  The good news is that one day everything will be renewed and restored, to 

fit the purpose for which God made it in the first place.  Everything that God has made will be 

made well.  And everything means everything. 

 


