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I cannot begin to imagine what it would be like to have been born blind … and then gain the 
ability of sight.  
 
I’m at a loss for reading, once I remove my glasses, although my farsighted ability seems to be 
okay.  
 
The Bible story of Jesus meeting a blind man continues …  
 
On two occasions the man, previously blind, I’ll call him “Bill;” “Bill Beacon,” was interrogated 
by the Pharisees.  
 
If this were the script for a play, and there were auditions for the various characters, I suspect most 
of us would go after the part of Bill, the blind man. It's a hard part, but a great part.  
 
There Bill is just minding his own Tim’s-cup business when the light of the world comes along 
and opens his eyes, shoving Bill into the spotlight where people stand in line to question him.  
 
In this story there are several “lines of questioning” that contrast different perspectives of 
assumptions of what people saw.  
 
“What did the disciples see?” 
 
The disciples of Jesus saw Bill, “Bill the blind beggar,” and they learn Bill’s blindness was from 
birth. Based on what the disciples saw, they assumed either Bill sinned something terrible, or 
Bill’s parents did, that young Bill was punished with blindness.  
That’s what they thought they saw.  
 
Jesus says, “Wrong assumption.” “You’re NOT asking the right question.” “You’ve got the wrong 
perspective on sin.”  
 
After Bill gained his sight, his neighbours gathered around to see what happened. “What did the 
neighbours see?” 
 
The conclusion of the crowd was uncertain. Think of your own neighbours, curiously gathering on 
the yard, wondering what happened.  
 
Typically, each neighbourhood has its “nosey neighbours,” who seem to know it all.  
 
There is the new family, who moved in … well it might be two years ago, but not having met them 
yet, they’re still considered “new.”  
 
There are also the quiet types who observe, but who don’t say much.  
 



And here they are all gathered on the lawn, looking at Bill, asking questions; wondering what 
happened.  
 
“Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” This is the nosey type. And someone agrees; 
“Sure, it’s Bill!” 
 
Someone else says, “No, he only looks like him.” 
 
But Bill pipes up, insisting, “I’m Bill, it’s me! Don’t you know me?” 
 
“How is it that you can now see?” they ask. Typical of a crowd; nobody knows, so they speculate.  
 
“What did the Pharisees see?” 
 
When the Pharisees questioned bewildered Bill, there were differences of opinion … only their 
focus shifted to Jesus. Blind from birth, Bill Beacon received his sight on the Sabbath Day, when 
good neighbours don’t work by mowing their lawns, and the faithful rest instead of going grocery 
shopping.  
 
Being the keepers of the Sabbath, some of the Pharisees could not comprehend someone doing 
medical WORK on the Sabbath.  
 
The only assumption they could see, as to Bill gaining his sight, was that Jesus MUST be a 
sinner.  
Other Pharisees saw plain as day, Bill’s new found sight must be a miracle, therefore, Jesus 
MUST be a saint.  
 
A ruckus argument broke out, with nothing being decided, so the Pharisees join forces and turn 
their attention elsewhere. Suddenly Bill’s parents are in the spotlight.  
 
Questions are fired at them, with lightning speed: “Is this your son?” “Was he born blind?” 
“How is it NOW he can see?”  
 
“What did Bill’s parents see?” 
Bill’s parents are stunned by the accusations, and don’t know what to say. Feeling the hostility of 
the authorities, they stammer … “Well, he IS our son; He WAS born blind. But beyond that we 
didn’t see anything! We don’t know what happened to him.”  
 
Frustrated the Pharisees return to their ruckus arguing: “Jesus is a sinner!” “No, he’s a saint.”  
 
As in any rousing argument, the level of anger builds. Some want to hear more from Jesus, while 
others declare their loyalty solely to Moses.  
 
Well … so, it really does depend on “What You See.” Does God listen to sinners, or only godly 
persons? Think about that one.  
 
While everyone’s attention is diverted with the arguing … Oh, that never happens in your 
experience, does it?  
 



Take a careful look at the story, and notice NOT one living soul, NOT one person questioning Bill, 
says, "Thank God, for the first time Bill can see!"  
Did you hear anyone exclaim, “Praise the Lord! Bill’s eyes are open!"  
No one, NOT even Bill’s parents, ask him, “What’s it like to see, for the very first time?” Or, 
“Does the light hurt your eyes?”  
 
All they want to know is how, who, where and what. And no one seems to be satisfied with the 
answers.  
 
Undecided, but pointing to Bill, as the cause for all their arguing, the Pharisees gang up on Bill, 
and “kick” him out of the synagogue.  
 
While Bill was blind he lived isolated in darkness, and alone in poverty. Now that Bill can see the 
light, for all his excitement at being able to see, Bill is again abandoned, isolated and alone.  
 
On the outskirts of town, Bill meets Jesus again.  
 
Jesus tells Bill, “… those who have never seen clearly will see everything, and those who assume 
they see it all will be exposed as blind.”  
[adapted from: Eugene Peterson, The Message, John 9] 
 
It’s an all too common situation. People on the fringe are isolated, and looked down upon by 
others.  
 
By some miracle they manage to get a “leg up,” to climb out of the pit of despair, only to have 
others, or the bureaucracy, knock them back down again.  
“What Do You See?” 
 
You may know of people … who’ve been in the “tin-cup” business. Living isolated, ostracized 
by the community, they deal with a constant shadow of despair, being completely vulnerable to the 
whim of others.  
 
Many of my older friends recognize this because they’ve lived it. Some of my older friends know 
what it’s like to be pawns in political games of war and violence.  
 
One example were friends who were young children during the 1943 “Great Trek” from Ukraine 
to Poland; on to Germany and eventually Canada.  
 
As refugees traveling by wagon or walking … oh, did I mention they began their trek in 
September, and as they travelled winter set in. Think about it; traveling with few belongings, 
through mud and slush, becoming brittle with freezing temperatures.  
 
On the way weary travelers needed various supplies, like food and water, for themselves and their 
horses. As they traveled, they encountered strangers, of whom very quickly a decision had to be 
made as to whether or not they could trust the stranger to help them, or fear the stranger who 
might harm them.  
 
Being in such a position was to be extremely vulnerable.  
 



Among angels of mercy who offered life-saving assistance, there were also scoundrels who took 
advantage of defenseless refugees.  
 
While recalling the experiences of some 70 years ago, unfortunately, the stories of vulnerable 
refugees continues today, like what is happening in Syria and parts of Africa, and closer to home 
in Quebec and Manitoba.  
“What Do You See?” 
 
In our own lives, HOW we “see” things determines a great deal of HOW we live with trust, or 
fear.  
 
As we live between Jesus' coming and his coming again, we have to decide how we “see” the 
world and how we “see” the strangers we meet along the way.  
 
Can we trust others to help, or shall we fear they may cause harm?  
 
What did Bill Beacon see?  
At the beginning of the Bible story blind Bill saw Jesus as a man. Then Bill perceived … Jesus as 
a prophet. And finally, when Bill could really see, he grasped Jesus as one from God. Bill’s vision 
kept on improving.  
He saw more and more clearly, his sight was a gift from God.  
 
“What Do You See?” 
Can we take another look at assumptions we make of others?  
Ø Assumptions of vulnerable people on the fringe? Assumptions of sinners and saints?  
Ø Of people who are “in” and those “out”? 
Ø Assumptions of our fears and anger?  

 
When you look at what is happening in the world, be aware of becoming so distracted that you 
lose vision of what’s happening with your neighbor.  
 
If we live with suspicion, if we ponder conspiracy stories, our emotional defenses construct walls 
of hostility toward others and we are in danger of emotional callousness.   
 
I confess, sometimes it’s difficult to see the obvious. Jesus invites us to change our questions.  
 
How about looking at the world in wonder? How about shifting our question from: “How can this 
be?” to “Could this become?”  
 
“Could it be, God gave Bill his sight?” Could it be that God did … that?  
Could it be that God so loved the world, that he gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life?  
 
“What Do You See?” Could … it … be God’s doing?  
 
PRAYER:  
 
“For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
Live as children of light.” 



Ephesians 5:8 
 
Benediction 
 
As you leave from this time of worship,  
 Trust in the LORD, for …  
 
The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore. 
(Psalms 121:7-8)  
 
Gospel of John 9:1-11  
As [Jesus] went along, he saw a man blind from birth.  
2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of 
God might be displayed in him.  
4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one 
can work.  
5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s 
eyes.  
7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and 
washed, and came home seeing. 
8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who 
used to sit and beg?”  
9 Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” 
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” 
10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 
11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to 
Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”  
 


