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Good Morning. 
 
Since school starts this week I thought I might begin with one of the most 
important scientific principles – the 2nd law of thermodynamics.  The 2nd law 
of thermodynamics in popular language says: 'things go from order to 
disorder'.  Moving from order to disorder is a natural tendency in our 
universe. 
 
The biblical story tells us YHWH spoke and created a good (and very good) 
world.  And it seems for a time the 2nd law of thermodynamics had no place 
in our universe.  But Eve was seduced by the security of an agricultural 
economy over the randomness of a gathering society – she ate the apple.  
Certainly since then things have gone from order to disorder. 
 
In Genesis 3, YHWH came to the garden and explained the 2nd law of 
thermodynamics and sent Adam and Eve on their way. 
 
But YHWH god did not walk away, god did not leave the earth to chaos.  
Contrary to what we have been taught: that YHWH god is holy, separated 
from sin, living in heaven and far removed from the dirt and filth of 
humanity.  Contrary to what we have been taught: that a huge chasm exists 
between god and man – a chasm so deep that only a substitutionary atoning 
death of Jesus could bridge it.  Contrary to all of that, YHWH lives among us 
– so close among us that we feel the breath and the love of god.  The biblical 
story tells us god is reaching into our lives to turn disorder back towards 
order – chaos back towards peace and shalom. 
 
In this world god will not change the 2nd law, but YHWH challenges it and 
does not give up.  For thousands, hundreds of thousands of years god has 
persisted against the relentless tendency for thing to go to chaos. 
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So how do I experience god in my work?  I could tell you: 'I am a farm 
equipment mechanic, repairing farm machinery for 37 years.  My job is 
technical and has little place for god.'  But that is not how I like to think of 
my work. 
Rather I am convinced my job is sacred because I am participating with 
YHWH.  I am turning back chaos, bringing peace and shalom to this 
struggling world.  I am a support for farmers as they struggle against a chaos 
that would overwhelm them. 
 
Like YHWH god I am in the dirt and filth of the world, and that dirt is not 
easily washed away – even after washing I might still smell; probably I will 
make something dirty in our house.  This week I came home from Matt 
Culp's friend and Rosalyn got her new shirt dirty brushing against me.  It was 
Cory's dirt, but I got blamed.  YHWH god is also dirtied and sullied by his 
efforts to bring peace – god is so directly involved in our chaos (our sin) that 
our stench attaches to him and  so YHWH is blamed for evil in the world. 
 
Like YHWH I am not working in some distant idealized place – some 
spotless, sterilized temple where farmers must deliver their equipment as 
sacrifices on an altar.  Rather like god I enter the chaos -- so close the farmer 
can feel my breath.  I have the soil under my finger nails, the grease in my 
teeth. 
 
Like YHWH I will not break the 2nd Law, I will not defeat it; but like YHWH 
I will persist.  My repair rate must be better than a baseball player's batting .3 
average, but I will not get everything fixed perfectly.  The things I fix this 
week I will have to fix again.  As a young man I believed I could fix 
anything, but I have been humbled; somethings just can't be fixed, and yet 
they may still need my touch. 
 
I am fiercely proud of my work and my trade, but I don't think my work is 
special.  Rather, I think every good work involves turning chaos backwards; 
every good job brings some peace, some shalom to our world.  If that is true 
then all our work is participating with YHWH – then god is in all our work 
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and all our work is sacred. 
 
Thank you 


