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Journey with Peter 

Laura Mullet-Koop 

The First Mennonite Church – February 26, 2017 

May grace and peace be yours in abundance. 

Have you experienced a pivotal moment or moments in your life that has become the 
point in time from which everything else is measured? It may have been a devastation or a 
moment of illumination, source of sorrow or of joy, but somehow everything is seen in the light 
or shadow that is cast from that point in time. It may also be the point through which other life 
experiences are interpreted and it may be a life time of unravelling the meaning of the moment 
itself. These moments may bring a stinging clarity, or they may be marked by stark 
disorientation, but one is never quite the same. Life is measured as before or after.  

 I wondering if Peter saw the experience on the mountain of transfiguration in that way. 
As a pivotal time in his life, still casting meaning and unraveling understanding to the end of his 
years.  We have in 2 Peter, a reference to his experience on the mountaintop, written very near 
the end of his life in CE 66 approximately. READ MATTHEW 17:1-9; 2 PETER1:16-19. We 
have the privilege, through the New Testament narrative, of witnessing Peter’s journey from the 
event itself, to his reflections on it much later in life. In the transfiguration event, time collapses 
in a blinding flash bringing Jesus, Moses and Elijah together and Peter is awestruck. His 
response in the moment is to make shelters for the three of them, make the moment last, 
permanent somehow. Years later he writes of it as a moment of knowing, an eyewitness 
experience of Jesus’ glory and invites the reader to “be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a 
dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your heart”, a much more 
measured reflection. I would like to explore together some of the points along Peter’s journey 
from transfiguration to wisdom. 

 “Follow me”. Peter was one of the first to answer that call from Jesus. Leaving his 
livelihood of fishing behind, he seemingly does not question the invitation to “fish for people” 
instead. Stories follow in the gospels of Peter’s brash courage and loyalty alongside his denial, 
lack of faith and really getting it wrong. Inside the boat, battered by a storm, Peter recognizes 
Jesus walking on the water and demands an invitation to join him – is it trust? Is it crazy? Is it a 
test? No one else in the boat has such audacity. Jesus says, “Come” and defying all laws of 
heaven and earth, Peter walks. For a moment. Until he sinks. This is a trademark move for 
Peter. Brian McLaren in his book “We make the road by walking”, describes Peter as “getting it” 
one minute, and then really “not getting it” then next. The passage right before the 
Transfiguration story is a classic example. You may remember it – Jesus asks the disciples who 
people say that he is. They reply – some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, others Jeremiah. 
When asked who they say that he is – Peter doesn’t hesitate. You are the Messiah. The Son of 
the living God. Jesus responds – you get it Peter. But almost in the next breath we see that 
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Peter got it but still didn’t get it. When Jesus begins to talk about Jerusalem and the suffering 
that he expected, that he would be killed and raised – “Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said 
to Peter, “Get behind me Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but on human things.” Peter may well have been confused by this – I 
thought you just affirmed that you were the Messiah – a liberator – and now you rebuke me for 
suggesting that you should not be killed? He got it, but he didn’t get it. Then the transfiguration 
of Jesus on the mountain happens and Peter is again, dazzled and affirmed in his 
understanding of who Jesus is – he gets it – and then he doesn’t get it – let’s stay here and 
make this permanent – forget Jerusalem. This time, Jesus’ response is more gentle – get up 
and do not be afraid, and in telling the disciples that they should keep this to themselves until 
after Jesus’ death and resurrection he hinted that the meaning of this moment might take a long 
time to understand. This was a pivotal moment that confirmed Peter’s understanding of Jesus 
identity while also proving that it would take a lifetime or more to get the full meaning. That it 
was, in fact, a journey toward a deeper, fuller understanding of how God was at work in the 
world. 

Throughout the biblical narrative of Peter’s life and ministry, we are witness to many 
such moments. Consider his emphatic statement of loyalty at the last supper only to be followed 
by truly denying that he knew who Jesus was. Consider his running back to fishing when the 
way no longer seemed clear only to be visited and fed by the resurrected Jesus – loved and 
forgiven. My favorite story of Peter is the one in Acts of his call to Cornelius’ house through a 
dream. In the dream he is invited to eat all of the food items that are considered unclean to the 
Jews and his response is very faithful – never! But when Jesus in his dream shifts his thinking 
saying, “What God has made clean do not call profane”, he is willing to be transformed and 
changed. As a result, Peter is prepared for treating Gentiles as equals, one of the most 
significant aspects of the early church and a precedent we are still trying to live up to. What I 
admire so much in Peter is that he does get it wrong – and we get to see it – and therefore 
witness his transformation. I can relate to that. Can you? 

Fast forward 30 years or so, Peter has been living into Jesus’ vision as best he can. Stumbling 
along, being corrected, but also growing in clarity of what he does know. On that mountain he 
encountered God in a way that would illuminate the rest of his life. That he would be seeking to 
turn his mind to divine things rather than human things all his life.  In 2 Peter, he is encouraging 
his readers to live good and wholesome lives – “His divine power has given us everything 
needed for life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and 
goodness” 2 P. 1:3. And he testifies to his own experience of that glory through the text that we 
read earlier. (reread 2 Peter 1:16-19) He invites the readers to be attentive to this glory as to a 
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. That 
sounds like taking the long view. It sounds like there is both known glory, and room for the 
unknown – how will the day dawn? When will the morning star rise? Be attentive. It sounds like 
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he has been thinking about it for a long time. Some things have become crystal clear – Jesus’ 
identity and glory – but it’s like he has learned that some things take a long time for their 
meaning to unfold and that the journey is ongoing.  I can relate to that. Can you? 

In our own moments of clarity, however they have come to us, we are always 
susceptible to the getting it and not getting it pattern. We may think pretty highly of ourselves 
when we think we are getting it and likewise pretty hard on ourselves when we realize we have 
got it wrong. Can we learn from Peter and allow ourselves to make mistakes? Making mistakes 
and getting things wrong means that we have tried at least to move in the direction of what we 
understand – like the quote from the Man in the Arena speech by Theodore Roosevelt – brought 
back into the public consciousness by Brene Brown’s work on vulnerability.  

It is not the critic who counts not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles 
where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man 
who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood, who 
strives valiantly, who errs, comes short again and again. Because there is no effort 
without error and shortcoming but who does actually strive to do the deeds who knows 
great enthusiasms, the great devotions, who spends himself in a worthy cause, who at 
the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement and who at the worst if he 
fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold 
and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat. 

 Can we dare greatly, like Peter? Likewise, can we accept the generosity of forgiveness? 
The Christian journey is one of ongoing growth and transformation. A paradox of getting it – not 
getting it – getting it a little clearer. May we be gentle with ourselves and with each other on this 
journey.  

Close with a poem by Wendell Berry.  

Sabbath Poem 2004 VIII 

It takes all time to show eternity, 

The longest shine of every perishing spark, 

And every work and cry of every tongue 

Must form the Word that calls the darkest dark 

 

Of this world to its lasting dawn. Toward 

That rising hour we bear our single hearts 

Estranged as islands parted on the sea, 
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Our broken knowledge and our scattered arts. 

 

As separate as fireflies or night windows, 

We piece a foredream of the gathered light 

Infinitely small and great to shelter all, 

Silenced into song, blinded into sight. 


