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We	began	our	time	with	a	video	of	an	old	Philadelphia	Cream	Cheese	commercial	
where	a	woman	with	wings	is	sitting	on	a	cloud	in	heaven	and	is	served	cream	cheese	
by	a	man	she	refers	to	as	her	“manservant.”	
	
So,	is	this	what	Heaven	is	like?		A	place	where	you	sprout	wings,	walk	around	on	
clouds,	have	a	manservant,	and	eat	cream	cheese	all	day?	
	
Perhaps	not	what	the	Bible	exactly	suggests,	but	these	are	some	very	popular	
cultural	images	that	likely	many	of	you	are	familiar	with.		
	
We	are	starting	a	new	series	this	morning	we	are	calling	Is	Heaven	for	Real?		What	
are	Christians	talking	about	when	they	talk	about	Heaven?		Is	there	anything	that	
Jesus	has	to	say	on	the	topic?		What	place	yet	awaits	us	after	death?		Do	we	go	
somewhere	when	we	die,	and	is	that	place	Heaven?		What	is	Heaven	like?	
	
Well,	the	topic	of	Heaven	is	certainly	one	that	you	cannot	escape	in	our	world.		Time	
and	time	again,	from	place	to	place	that	you	go,	you	will	hear	people	talking	about	
Heaven	or	some	kind	of	afterlife.		Despite	what	our	atheist	friends	often	try	to	
suggest,	humanity,	for	some	reason,	keeps	circling	back	to	an	idea	that	when	we	die,	
there	is	some	place	else	that	we	go;	there	is	some	other	form	of	existence	that	we	
move	on	to.			
	
Heaven	is	everywhere	in	our	popular	culture.		We	have	countless	movies	about	
Heaven;	What	are	a	few	movies	you	can	think	of	about	Heaven?		
	
People	suggested	films	like	Heaven	Can	Wait	and	All	Dogs	Go	to	Heaven.	
	
There	are	multiple	songs	about	Heaven.		In	fact,	we’re	going	to	play	a	trivia	game	
right	now.		I’m	going	to	play	a	song	clip,	and	you	have	to	tell	me	what	song	it	is:	
	
Our	songs	to	guess	were	Knockin’	on	Heaven’s	Door	by	Bob	Dylan,	Heaven	by	Vryan	
Adams,	Heaven	is	a	Place	on	Earth	by	Belinda	Carlisle,	and	Stairway	to	Heaven	by	Led	
Zeppelin.	
	
A	2014	study	by	the	Pew	Research	Center	found	that	even	amongst	people	that	
didn’t	necessarily	attend	church,	72%	of	them	believed	in	Heaven	or	a	place	that	you	
go	after	you	die	as	a	reward	for	all	of	the	good	things	that	you	have	done	in	life.	
	
There	has	been	a	recent	rise	in	literature	around	near-death-experiences	where	
people	claim	to	have	died,	seen	heaven,	and	then	returned	to	earth.		Some	of	the	



most	notable	examples	of	those	being	Colton	Borpo’s	story	that	became	the	book	
and	film	Heaven	is	for	Real,	and	even	a	Harvard-trained	neurosurgeon	named	Eben	
Alexander	with	his		publication	Proof	of	Heaven.		Many	scientists	now	are	even	
exploring	the	idea	that	there	is	a	continuation	of	human	consciousness	after	
physical	death.	
	
Growing	up,	my	father	had	a	multitude	of	colourful	and	memorable	phrases	that	he	
would	use	to	describe	various	situations,	and	they	always	had	this	way	of	sticking	
with	you.		Each	of	my	siblings	and	I	can	fondly	recall	many	of	these	phrases	and	one	
such	phrase	was	“There’s	no	such	thing	as	an	atheist	in	a	foxhole.”		When	you	find	
yourself	in	a	situation	where	you	are	confronted	with	your	mortality;	when	death	
seems	imminent,	we	all	of	a	sudden	put	a	lot	of	thought	into	where	will	we	go	when	
we	die?	
	
When	we	lose	a	loved	one,	when	someone	very	near	and	dear	to	us	passes	on,	we	
begin	to	wonder,	where	are	they	now?	
	
As	human	beings,	we	cannot	seem	to	escape	the	thought	of	what	comes	next?	
	
So	what	does	come	next?		I	don’t	know.		I	can’t	know.		I	cannot	entirely	and	
qualifiably	know	what	comes	next	after	this	life.		This	is	the	“undiscovered	country	
from	whose	bourn	no	traveller	has	ever	returned”	as	Shakespeare	puts	it.			
	
But	I	think	I	can	trust.		I	think	we	can	trust.	
	
If	there	is	a	Heaven,	if	there	is	another	place	where	God	resides,	if	there	is	a	place	
that	yet	awaits	us,	how	would	we	find	out	about	it?		And	what	would	we	trust?		
Would	we	trust	a	book	that	describes	Heaven	in	full	detail?	Would	we	trust	a	sign	
that	appears	in	the	skies?		Or	would	we	trust	a	person?		What	if	a	person	came	to	
show	us	and	tell	us	what	Heaven	is	like?	
	
I’d	like	to	tell	you	a	story.		Once	there	was	a	Room.		It	had	4	walls,	a	roof,	and	a	floor.		
And	within	this	Room,	there	lived	a	whole	lot	of	different	people.		And	the	Room	was	
very	limited.		No	one	could	see	outside	of	it.		No	one	could	measure	or	analyze	
anything	outside	of	the	Room	to	find	out	what	was	on	the	other	side.		The	Room	was	
their	entire	observable	reality.		The	only	way	you	could	leave	the	Room	was	when	
you	died.		And	everyone	was	terrified	because	they	didn’t	know	what	happened	to	
you	after	you	left	the	Room;	it	was	simply	the	place	you	went	when	you	died.			
	
Within	the	Room,	there	was	a	limited	amount	of	food	and	water.		And	so	people	
began	to	devise	ways	to	ensure	that	they	could	get	as	much	of	the	food	and	water	as	
they	could.		They	used	violence.		They	used	extortion.		They	would	form	teams	of	
people	and	declare	that	their	team	deserved	all	of	the	food	and	water	that	was	
available	in	the	Room;	even	though	there	was	exactly	enough	food	and	water	for	
everyone.	
	



But	some	people	began	to	get	the	funny	feeling	that	it	wasn’t	good	to	hoard	food	and	
water	to	themselves.		They	began	to	sense	that	using	violence	and	injustice	to	
ensure	that	they	got	food	and	water	was	not	a	good	thing;	even	though	it	seemed	to	
be	the	best	method	of	survival	in	the	Room.		They	felt	compelled	to	show	
compassion	and	generosity;	even	though	it	could	mean	that	they	wouldn’t	get	
enough	food	and	water	in	the	Room.		Somehow	they	sensed	that	there	had	to	be	
some	place	outside	of	the	Room;	even	though	they	could	not	physically	see	it	or	
measure	it.	
	
Then	one	day,	a	man	entered	the	Room	from	the	outside.		And	this	was	a	sight	to	
behold	because	no	one	had	ever	entered	the	Room	from	outside	before.		You	could	
only	exit	the	Room	when	you	died.		And	he	described	a	world	outside	of	the	Room	
where	food	and	water	was	in	plenty.		He	described	a	world	that	wasn’t	limited	by	
walls.		A	world	where	you	could	walk	on	for	miles	and	miles.		A	world	where	trees	
swayed	in	the	breeze	and	you	could	pick	food	right	from	off	of	the	branches.		He	
described	a	place	where	you	no	longer	die	and	exit	the	Room,	a	place	where	there	
wasn’t	even	any	sickness.		And	somehow	this	man	had	the	ability	to	make	food	
appear	from	nowhere.		He	could	make	food	appear	that	didn’t	come	from	inside	the	
Room.		He	could	bring	people	back	to	life	so	they	didn’t	have	to	leave	the	Room.		He	
seemed	to	describe	a	way	of	life	and	a	way	of	treating	people	that	didn’t	rely	on	the	
limited	resources	of	the	Room.	
	
But	the	people	were	terribly	confused.		They	had	no	way	to	even	comprehend	what	
he	was	describing.		What	were	trees?		What	were	forests?		They	had	no	way	to	even	
comprehend	the	image	of	something	that	they	had	never	seen	inside	the	Room.		
Some	people	began	to	get	angry	with	the	man.		If	what	he	was	saying	was	true,	then	
their	way	of	maintaining	control	and	power	in	the	Room	would	end.		If	there	was	a	
world	where	food	and	water	were	in	plenty,	then	they	could	no	longer	control	
people	by	how	much	food	and	water	they	could	give	to	others.		This	man	was	
describing	a	world	where	it	was	better	to	give	away	as	much	food	and	water	as	you	
can	rather	than	get	as	much	food	and	water	as	you	can.	
	
And	so	the	people	exercising	control	and	power	gathered	together,	they	seized	the	
man,	and	they	killed	him.		This	would	put	an	end	to	the	man’s	wild	ideas.		For	no	one	
had	ever	died,	left	the	Room,	and	then	come	back	again.		Until	three	days	later,	the	
man	returned	to	the	Room.		Not	only	that,	but	when	the	man	entered	the	Room,	he	
blew	a	trumpet,	and	suddenly	all	four	walls	of	the	Room	came	down,	and	they	fell	
back	to	reveal	the	world	that	the	man	had	described.		Fruit	trees	and	gardens	far	as	
the	eye	can	see!		A	sky	of	clear	blue	with	clouds	in	the	air.		It	was	like	nothing	the	
people	could	have	even	remotely	imagined	before.	
	
And	everyone	who	lived	with	greed,	violence,	and	control,	didn’t	know	how	to	live	in	
this	new	world	without	four	walls.		But	everyone	who	had	listened	to	and	trusted	
the	man	who	had	entered	the	Room	from	outside	set	right	away	to	picking	fruit	and	
vegetables	for	everyone	to	enjoy.	
	



This	is	very	similar	to	how	Jesus	describes	Heaven	in	the	Bible.		In	many	ways,	Jesus	
is	the	man	who	comes	into	the	room,	our	room	that	we	live	in	from	outside	of	the	
room,	and	he	describes	some	place	else;	a	place	that	is	not	here,	a	place	that	we	can’t	
scientifically	measure,	but	we	somehow	know	exists;	a	place	that	seems	to	be	an	
even	bigger	picture	of	all	the	things	that	are	good	and	loving	in	this	world.	
	
Somehow,	we	know	about	it,	but	we	just	can’t	seem	to	see	it	clearly	yet,	and	we	are	
waiting	to	see	that	place.	
	
The	stories	we	have	about	Jesus	are	written	in	Greek,	which	was	sortof	the	most	
common	language	of	the	time	in	Jesus’	place	and	era,	and	the	word	that	Jesus	uses	
for	Heaven	is	“ouranos.”	Which	means	“the	sky,	“the	starry	heavens,”		“the	place	
where	clouds	and	tempests	gather”	it	is	also	used	to	describe	“the	seat	of	the	order	
of	things	eternal,	the	consummately	perfect	place	where	God	dwells.”	
	
The	apostle	John,	whose	Gospel	we	read	from	this	morning,	says	that	“God	is	love”	
(1	John	4:8,	NLT),	and	so	Heaven	is	the	place	where	love	is	perfect.			
	
The	Bible	tells	us	that	in	Heaven,	life	is	everlasting.		There	is	no	death.	
	
Heaven	is	the	fullness	of	joy.	
	
The	apostle	Paul	says	that	Heaven	is	safety	from	that	which	is	wicked.	
	
Peter	says	that	in	Heaven,	there	is	a	priceless	inheritance	for	us	that	is	“beyond	the	
reach	of	change	and	decay.”		
	
Heaven	is	the	place	where	Jesus	now	physically	resides	after	his	own	death	and	
resurrection.		Luke	describes	Jesus	going	to	this	place	in	the	book	of	Acts.		
	
As	we	read	earlier,	Jesus	says	that	“There	are	many	rooms	in	my	Father’s	home,	
and	I	am	going	to	prepare	a	place	for	you”	(John	14:	2,	NLT).	
	
In	Luke	23,	we	get	the	only	instance	of	Jesus	specifically	saying	that	someone	is	
going	to	Heaven	when	he	says	to	the	man	crucified	beside	him,	“I	assure	you,	today	
you	will	be	with	me	in	paradise.”	(Luke	23:	43,	NLT).	
	
The	word	Jesus	uses	here	is	“paradeisos”	and	it	actually	comes	from	an	Oriental	–	
Asian	word	“pardec”	meaning	“forest	or	orchard.”		“Paradeisos”	was	commonly	used	
to	describe	the	gardens	and	pleasure	grounds	of	Persian	kings.		But	here,	Jesus	
connects	the	word	to	Heaven.		And	so	he	suggests	that	Heaven	is	lush	and	a	place	of	
abundance.	
	
For	Jesus,	Heaven	is	the	perfect	place	of	God’s	perfect	love,	and	God	is	preparing	a	
place	for	us	in	it.		He’s	preparing	a	place	for	our	loved	ones	in	it.	
	



And	Jesus	tries	to	give	us	glimpses	of	what	this	looks	like	by	doing	things	like	
multiplying	fish	and	loaves;	feeding	thousands	of	people.		He	heals	sickness	and	
raises	the	dead.		He	welcomes	all	people	into	this	experience	of	Heaven	breaking	
into	earth.	
	
And	so	there	are	two	main	streams	of	thought	about	the	afterlife	that	Christians	
have.			
	

1) We	go	to	live	with	God	in	Heaven	when	we	die.		We	go	to	paradise.		
Something	immaterial	about	us,	our	spirit	if	you	will,	leaves	our	body	and	
goes	to	live	in	the	place	where	God	dwells.	
	

2) The	Bible	also	seems	to	talk	about	a	day	of	resurrection;	a	day	when	our	
bodies	are	resurrected,	just	as	Jesus	is	resurrected	and	we	go	on	to	live	in	
complete	union	with	God	in	a	new	Heaven	and	a	new	Earth.	And	so	some	
Christians	believe	that	we	go	to	live	in	Heaven	until	the	day	of	resurrection.	
Other	Christians	believe	that	when	we	die,	it’s	as	if	we	fall	into	a	deep	sleep	
and	we	await	the	day	of	resurrection.	They	will	often	describe	this	as	like	
that	moment	when	you	fall	asleep	and	you	suddenly	awake	the	next	morning,	
but	it	feels	like	no	time	has	passed.	Except	this	time,	when	we	awake,	we	
awake	resurrected	to	a	new	reality.	

	
But	do	you	notice	that	Jesus	doesn’t	seem	to	describe	Heaven	as	wish	fulfillment?		
Remember	the	Philadelphia	cream	cheese	commercial?		Some	people	believe	that	
Heaven	is	the	place	where	everything	you	wish	for	will	come	true.		I	wish	I	could	
show	you	a	clip	from	a	little	film	called	This	is	the	End.		This	is	the	End	is	a	Seth	
Rogen	comedy	with	a	lot	of	drug	references	and	profanity;	hence	why	you’re	not	
seeing	a	clip	from	it	this	morning,	but	at	the	end	of	the	film,	spoiler	alert,	several	of	
the	main	characters	go	to	heaven,	and	in	heaven	anything	you	wish	for	can	come	
true.		So	what	does	one	of	the	characters	immediately	wish	for?		A	Backstreet	Boys	
reunion	concert!		Now,	does	that	sound	like	Heaven	to	you?		No,	to	some	of	you	it	
might	sound	like	Hell	actually.	
	
The	Bible	doesn’t	suggest	that	Heaven	is	wish	fulfillment	because	if	we	allowed	
everyone	to	fulfill	whatever	wish	they	had,	it	would	likely	lead	to	Hell	and	not	to	
Heaven.		Rather,	the	Bible	describes	Heaven	as	the	complete	consummation	of	what	
is	completely	good	for	all	of	us.	
	
And	so	perhaps	Heaven	won’t	be	about	us	getting	what	we	think	is	good,	but	it	will	
be	even	better,		Perhaps	we’ll	be	changed	to	fully	experience	what	is	fully	good.	
	
Some	people	say	that	Heaven	is	finally	getting	that	thing	you	envied	about	someone	
else’s	life,	but	perhaps	in	the	perfect	presence	and	peace	of	God	where	you	are	fully	
loved	for	who	God	made	you	to	be,	the	last	thing	you’re	going	to	want	is	someone	
else’s	life.			
	



And	so	perhaps	Heaven	is	not	a	vending	machine,	but	it	could	be	about	our	
transformation	into	complete	joy	and	peace	even	more	than	we	can	imagine	it.	
	
But	for	that	to	happen,	the	Bible	describes	how	a	lot	of	things	are	going	to	be	kept	
out	of	Heaven.		Like	greed,	injustice,	violence,	and	oppression.	
	
Here	on	earth,	a	lot	of	different	wills	are	done.		The	wills	of	a	lot	of	different	people	
lead	to	a	lot	of	suffering	in	our	world.		There	are	a	lot	of	people	using	their	will	to	
control	things	here	in	the	Room,	but	in	Heaven,	only	God’s	will	is	done.		In	Heaven,	
only	the	will	of	love	has	its	way.	
	
As	a	result,	Jesus	suggests	that	we’re	going	to	be	surprised	by	Heaven.		The	phrase	
he	uses	is	that	in	Heaven,	the	first	will	be	last	and	the	last	will	be	first.		Those	things	
that	seem	important	and	necessary	in	the	Room	now,	will	not	seem	so	important	in	
the	time	to	come	when	the	light	of	love	is	shined	on	those	things;	and	those	things	
that	seem	meek	and	low	now,	things	like	generosity,	compassion,	and	love,	those	
will	be	the	things	that	rule	over	all	in	Heaven.	
	
There’s	a	phrase	that	Jesus	uses	in	John	14:6	that	has	often	been	misused	by	
Christians	to	suggest	exclusion	and	judgment	upon	other	people.	When	Jesus	says	
he	is	going	to	prepare	a	place	for	us	in	his	Father’s	home,	Thomas,	one	of	his	
followers	asks,	“We	haven’t	any	idea	where	you	are	going,	so	how	can	we	know	
the	way?”	And	Jesus	responds	by	saying	what?		“I	am	the	way,	the	truth,	and	the	
life.		
	
And	this	shows	that	just	as	important	as	what	we	read	is	how	we	read.		Jesus	doesn’t	
say	I	am	the	way.		He	says,	“I’m	the	way.”	
	
Is	there	a	way	to	find	Heaven?		Is	there	a	way	to	find	the	ultimate	reality	outside	of	
our	Room?		Jesus	doesn’t	say	that	it	is	a	book,	or	a	sign	in	the	skies.		He	says	that	it’s	
Him.	
	
So,	are	you	open	to	learning	more	from	Jesus	as	to	what	it	might	look	like	to	find	
Heaven?		Are	you	open	to	learning	from	Jesus	what	it	might	look	like	to	find	the	
perfect	place	of	consummate	good?		And	is	it	possible	that	the	person	of	Jesus	is	
relationally	calling	out	to	you,	and	extending	his	hand	to	show	you	that	Heaven	is	for	
real?	
	
If	you	have	more	questions	or	comments	after	this	morning,	we	would	love	for	you	
to	send	them	to	the	surveymonkey	link	that	is	in	your	bulletins	this	morning.		In	two	
weeks	time,	we’re	going	to	do	a	Q&A	Sunday	where	we’re	going	to	take	time	to	
discuss	your	questions	about	Heaven.		So	please	send	us	any	questions	that	come	to	
mind	for	you;	perhaps	questions	that	you’ve	had	for	some	time	now,	or	you	can	also	
send	comments	that	may	occur	to	you	after	our	time	today.	
	



Let	me	close	by	saying	this:		Right	now,	we	see	the	world	like	we’re	looking	through	
a	dirty,	fuzzy,	window.		Like	a	room	limited	and	enclosed	by	four	walls.		The	apostle	
Paul	describes	it	in	1	Cor.	13:	12	as	“Now	we	see	things	imperfectly	as	in	a	poor	
mirror,	but	then	we	will	see	everything	with	perfect	clarity.		All	that	I	know	
now	is	partial	and	incomplete,	but	then	I	will	know	everything	completely,	just	
as	God	knows	me	now.”		
	
The	speaker	and	writer,	Rob	Bell	describes	our	life	now	like	we’re	trying	to	hug	
someone	through	a	hazmat	suit.		Like	we’re	trying	to	eat	candy	and	drink	wine,	but	
there’s	dirt	in	our	mouths.		And	we	yearn	for	a	time	and	a	place	when	and	where	the	
fullness	of	love	and	goodness	is	made	clear	to	us.		We	yearn	for	that	place	where	
Heaven	and	earth	meet.	
	
And	I	have	good	news.		Jesus	didn’t	just	come	to	show	us	how	to	get	to	Heaven.		He	
also	shows	us	how	Heaven	is	breaking	out	as	a	place	here	on	earth	as	well.			
	
Sometimes,	I	think	we	look	at	events	in	our	world	today	like	the	shootings	in	Quebec	
City,	the	hate	and	wars	going	on	in	our	world,	and	it	looks	like	a	whole	lot	of	Hell	is	
breaking	out	on	earth	right	now.	
	
But	Jesus	enters	into	that	reality,	and	he	comes	to	tell	us	that	the	Hell	we	see	on	
earth,	that	isn’t	reality.		Heaven	is	not	less	real	than	life	here	on	earth.		It’s	altogether	
more	real	than	the	life	we	have	on	earth.		And	he	tells	us	that	the	world	is	not	
something	that	is	going	to	win	and	destroy	us;	but	a	time	will	come	when	a	new	
heaven	and	a	new	earth	will	come	together	to	create	a	new	world.	
	
Some	day	the	walls	of	the	Room	will	come	down	and	we	will	see	the	reality	of	love	in	
its	fullness;	and	Jesus	comes	to	show	us	how	to	walk	in	that	world	now	so	that	when	
the	walls	come	down,	we	are	ready	to	live	in	a	new	world	bigger,	brighter	and	more	
vibrant	than	we	could	ever	have	known	in	our	Room.	Not	a	spiritual	world	of	just	
clouds,	manservants	and	Philadelphia	cream	cheese;	but	a	very	physical	world	of	
new	bodies	and	new	creation	where	we	dance	with	joy	because	we	are	finally	fully	
united	with	love.	
	
Heaven	is	not	just	a	place	we	yet	await,	Jesus	says	that	it’s	also	a	place	that	is	all	set	
to	come	here.		But	to	hear	more	about	that,	you’ll	have	to	come	back	next	week.		
Let’s	pray.	


