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Back	in	the	year	2000,	you	might	recall	that	we	had	a	national	election	take	place.		A	
great	battle	was	taking	place	between	Jean	Chretian,	Stockwell	Day	of	the	newly	
formed	Canadian	Alliance	party,	Gilles	Duceppe	in	the	Bloc	Quebecois,	and	Alexa	
McDonough	with	the	New	Democrats.		I	was	very	excited	at	the	time	to	support	
Alexa	McDonough.		I	wanted	to	be	a	part	of	helping	her	become	the	first	woman	
elected	through	a	federal	election	to	the	position	of	Prime	Minister.		I	also	happened	
to	agree	with	a	lot	of	her	positions	on	various	things.	
	
I	was	young	and	full	of	energy	in	my	mid-20’s,	and	I	was	all	set	to	run	right	down	the	
street	to	our	local	NDP	office	and	sign	up	to	help.		But	before	I	could	do	so,	Michele	
and	I	were	sitting	talking,	and	she	said,	“If	you	go	to	the	office	and	get	involved	in	
this	election,	you	will	be	miserable.”	
	
This	struck	me	as	curious.	Why	would	I	be	miserable?		I	wanted	to	become	involved!		
I	wanted	to	do	some	good!		I	wanted	to	see	social	justice	and	good	policies	happen	in	
Canada!		I	wanted	to	do	my	part!	
	
But	Michele	said,	“Oh	I	don’t	doubt	you’ll	feel	excited	at	first.		But	at	some	point	or	
another,	they	are	going	to	ask	you	to	support	and	do	something	that	you	don’t	agree	
with,	because	that	is	the	party	line.		At	some	point,	they	are	going	to	ask	you	to	
participate	in	something	that	goes	against	your	conscience;	especially	as	a	Christ-
follower.”	
	
And	as	I	thought	about	it,	I	realized	she	was	right.		If	the	party	asked	me	to	do	
something	that	I	don’t	think	Christ	would	do,	or	Christ	would	not	support,	then	my	
allegiance	was	to	Christ.	
	
I	did	end	up	casting	my	vote	in	the	federal	election,	but	I	did	not	run	down	to	the	
NDP	office.	
	
How	can	a	Christian	engage	with	politics?		That’s	the	question	we’re	looking	at	today	
for	Part	2	of	our	current	series	Game	of	Thrones;	taking	a	look	at	religion	and	
politics.			
	
Why	are	we	talking	about	this?		Well,	I	was	asked	by	someone	in	our	congregation	to	
address	this	topic,	and	it’s	also	the	hot	topic	in	all	of	our	communities	right	now	with	
an	American	federal	election	around	the	corner.		Even	The	Mennonite,	our	sister	
magazine	in	the	States	recently	published	an	issue	on	religion	and	politics.		You	can	
check	it	out	in	our	church	library	today.		People	want	to	know	how	does	my	faith	
inform	my	interaction	with	politics	and	power	in	our	world?	



	
Last	week,	we	talked	about	how	the	Bible	seems	to	draw	a	line	between	the	
kingdoms	of	the	world	that	are	ruled	by	men	and	women,	live	by	the	way	of	the	
sword	and	exerts	influence	by	playing	the	game	of	thrones;	and	we	talked	about	the	
Kingdom	of	Heaven	which	is	ruled	by	Christ,	lives	by	the	way	of	the	cross	and	exerts	
influence	by	changing	the	hearts	of	those	around	us	through	love,	service,	and	self-
sacrifice.	
	
Jesus	is	Lord.		He	is	our	King.		He	is	our	President.	This	is	the	earliest	faith	statement	
of	people	who	call	themselves	followers	of	Jesus,	and	it	expresses	that	God	in	Christ	
is	the	ultimate	ruler	of	the	world	and	we	are	citizens	of	his	Kingdom	before	we	are	
citizens	of	any	other	kingdom.		It	is	good	to	be	thankful	for	a	nation	that	we	live	in	
and	to	work	with	that	nation,	but	our	allegiance	is	to	Christ	first,	not	to	the	Queen	of	
England,	or	to	Mr.	Trudeau.		
	
We	want	to	follow	Christ’s	way	before	we	follow	the	way	of	other	political	leaders.	
	
Historically,	Mennonites	avoided	politics.		We	did	not	vote	in	elections.		We	did	not	
collude	with	monarchies.		We	stayed	away	from	becoming	a	part	of	the	kingdoms	of	
the	world,	because	we	wanted	to	observe	the	way	of	the	cross	and	not	the	way	of	
the	sword.	
	
But	does	that	still	hold	true	today?		Should	we	still	avoid	anything	and	everything	
that	has	to	do	with	politics?	
	
When	Christians	become	involved	in	politics,	sometimes	we	look	like	this.		This	is	
Harold	Albrecht,	he	is	the	Member	of	Parliament	to	Kitchener	–	Conestoga.		Harold	
was	born	and	raised	Brethren	in	Christ;	another	Anabaptist	church	family	very	
similar	to	Mennonites.		At	one	point	in	his	life,	Harold	held	the	very	strong	Brethren	
in	Christ	position	that	you	do	not	become	involved	in	politics.	Then	one	day,	Harold	
did	a	complete	180	degree	turn	and	ran	for	office.		He’s	held	that	position	now	since	
2006.		Harold	is	very	popular	in	Kitchener.	
	
Harold	wanted	to	make	a	difference	in	the	world,	and	he	felt	that	politics	was	the	
place	to	do	it.			
	
Sometimes	when	Christians	get	involved	in	politics	we	look	like	this:	
At	this	point,	we	showed	a	picture	of	a	car	decorated	with	various	bible	verses,	
Christian	expressions,	and	the	names	of	Trump	and	Pence.	
	
We	also	showed	the	picture	of	a	woman	holding	a	Bible	in	one	hand,	and	an	assault	
rifile	in	the	other	in	front	of	an	American	flag.	
	
We	then	showed	a	short	clip	of	the	Lynyrd	Skynyrd	song,	God,	Guns,	and	Country.	
	
Other	times,	we	look	like	this:	



	
At	this	point,	we	watched	a	short	clip	of	Martin	Luther	King’s	famous	sermon	on	the	
Vietnam	War	where	he	referred	to	America	as	arrogant	because	it	believes	that	it	is	
God’s	policeman	to	the	world.	
	
When	we	look	at	these	different	examples	of	Christians	attempting	to	interact	with	
power,	here’s	the	question	I	think	we	ultimately	have	to	ask	ourselves:		It’s	a	quote	
from	the	writer	and	philosopher	Laurens	van	der	Post:		
	
“Organized	religion	is	making	Christianity	political	rather	than	making	politics	
Christian.”	
	
Are	we	making	Christianity	political	or	are	we	making	politics	like	Christ?	
	
I	think	we	have	a	strong	tendency	as	a	religious	group	to	create	a	culture	of	
Christianity;	that	is,	a	culture	around	Christ.		We	start	off	by	forming	a	group	or	
circle	of	people	around	Jesus;	initially	with	Jesus	at	the	centre	of	everything	we	do.			
But	eventually	we	can	start	to	look	at	the	group	of	people	around	Jesus	as	the	thing	
that	we	worship,	rather	than	Christ	himself;	and	we	start	to	use	that	circle,	that	
expression	of	Christianity	as	the	basis	of	our	politics,	
	
When	we	use	the	circle	around	Christ	as	the	basis	of	our	politics,	we	will	all	of	a	
sudden	follow	people	and	systems,	not	Christ.		We	can	start	to	exchange	and	
interchange	other	idols	in	the	place	of	Christ,	and	we	lose	sight	of	the	person	who	
we	created	the	circle	for	in	the	first	place.	
	
Our	Christianity	starts	to	become	political.		This	is	how	we	get	followers	of	the	one	
who	said	“Love	your	enemy”	saying	that	guns	are	synonymous	with	God.		This	is	
how	we	get	things	like	Christians	who	say	it’s	okay	to	seize	land	from	First	Nations	
people	because	our	Christianity	actually	ends	up	serving	the	system	of	British	
monarchy,	not	Christ.	
	
Instead,	when	we	make	any	kind	of	political	decision	or	political	action,	can	we	
bring	it	back	to	Christ?		Can	we	say	to	ourselves,	let’s	go	back	to	Scripture,	see	what	
Jesus	says	about	this,	and	then	ask	ourselves,	is	this	something	where	we	can	find	
evidence	to	show	that	our	King	would	support	this?	
	
One	of	the	ways	that	I	think	we	can	gauge	whether	or	not	we	are	making	
Christianity	political	or	whether	our	politics	are	like	Christ,	is	I	think,	how	much	we	
trust	God?	
	
How	much	do	you	trust	God?		How	much	do	you	trust	him	to	act	in	our	world?	
	
One	of	the	verses	in	the	New	Testament	that	has	thrown	many	a	wrench	into	
conversations	around	politics,	goverments,	and	so	forth,	is	the	ever	famous	Romans	
13:	1-10	which	we	read	earlier	in	our	service.		Submit	to	the	government,	for	God	



is	the	one	who	put	it	there…those	who	refuse	to	obey	the	laws	of	the	land	are	
refusing	to	obey	God,	and	punishment	will	follow.	
	
This	verse	raises	a	whole	batch	of	questions:		Did	God	put	Hitler	in	power?		Did	God	
put	Stalin	in	power?		If	a	so-called	Christian	government	persecutes	people	of	a	
particular	race,	are	we	supposed	to	obey	that	government	because	God	put	it	there?			
	
Well,	if	we’re	going	to	try	and	understand	Romans	13,	I	think	it’s	imperative	we	go	
first	to	the	verses	that	are	written	before	that	chapter.	Remember	that	chapter	
divisions	are	just	arbitrary	insertions	into	Scripture.		When	these	documents	were	
originally	written,	Paul’s	letters	would	have	had	no	punctuation	or	chapter	
headings.		They	were	a	single	scroll	written	in	Koine	Greek	without	punctuation,	and	
in	order	to	understand	what	is	being	said	in	a	particular	portion	of	Scripture,	you	
have	to	understand	the	larger,	overall	text.	
	
And	so	I	think	it’s	important	to	read	the	few	verses	before	what	we	read	in	Chap.	13:	
Dear	friends,	never	avenge	yourselves.		Leave	that	to	God.		For	it	is	written,	
‘I	will	take	vengeance;	
I	will	repay	those	who	deserve	it,’	says	the	Lord.	
Instead,	do	what	the	Scriptures	say:	
“If	your	enemies	are	hungry,	feed	them.	
If	they	are	thirsty,	give	them	something	to	drink,	
And	they	will	be	ashamed	of	what	they	have	done	to	you.”	
Don’t	let	evil	get	the	best	of	you,	but	conquer	evil	by	doing	good.	(Rom.	12:	19-
21,	NLT)	
	
Sometimes,	Romans	13:	1	will	get	translated	into	“Obey	the	government”	rather	
than	“submit	to	the	government,”	and	I	find	that	translation	a	bit	problematic.		First	
of	all,	the	Greek	word	here	is	“hypotasso”	which	when	translated	comes	out	to	
something	like	“being	under	an	arrangement”	or	“being	under	an	order	of	things.”		
Submit	yourself	to	the	order	of	things.	Submit	to	the	claims	and	judgements	of	the	
government.		Accept	their	decisions	on	things	whether	they	decide	to	support	you,	
or	whether	they	decide	to	persecute	you.	
	
This	is	why	we	have	a	tradition	in	Christianity	of	Christ-followers	willingly	going	to	
punishment	or	willingly	going	to	their	executions	at	the	hands	of	persecuting	
governments	and	powers.	
	
But	isn’t	that	suicide?		Why	would	someone	willingly	go	to	their	death?			
	
Well	that	depends	on	two	things:	1)	Is	this	the	only	life	we	have?		Or	do	we	have	the	
hope	of	a	resurrection	to	eternal	life	that	defies	death?		O	death,	where	is	thy	sting?	
2)	Can	we	actually	accomplish	something	through	our	death?	
	
Early	on,	when	the	Jesus	movement	was	beginning,	there	was	a	particular	word	that	
started	to	become	attached	to	Christians	who	were	executed	for	their	faith	and	that	



was	martyr.		Christians	executed	for	their	faith	became	to	be	called	martys.		Martyr	
comes	from	the	Greek	Martyria,	martyria	means	“to	witness.”		How	we	give	up	our	
lives	will	witness	to	the	world	about	Jesus	and	about	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven,	and	it	
has	the	potential	to	change	a	person’s	heart.			
	
We	see	this	when	the	Roman	centurion	at	Jesus’	crucifixion	sees	Jesus	die	and	then	
proclaims,	“Truly	this	was	the	Son	of	God.”		We	see	this	in	early	church	history	
where	the	witness	of	early	Christians	being	executed	across	the	Roman	Empire	
creates	a	movement	where	more	and	more	people	become	interested	in	Jesus,	
because	of	how	they	see	Christians	approach	their	own	death.	
	
We	could	resist	the	government	and	take	up	arms	against	it.		But	then	will	we	be	
following	the	way	of	the	sword	or	the	way	of	the	cross?	Will	we	be	trying	to	conquer	
evil	with	evil,	rather	than	conquering	evil	with	good?		Will	we	actually	become	what	
we	were	fighting	to	oppose	in	the	first	place?	
	
You	see	there’s	something	we	tend	to	forget	about	governments;	especially	
governments	that	we	see	as	corrupt	or	evil.		We	forget	that	Christ	died	for	them	as	
well;	just	as	he	died	for	all	of	us;	and	he	wants	to	rescue	them	too.		Christ	wants	to	
save	them	too.		Paul	will	say	earlier	in	Romans		5:8:	But	God	showed	his	great	love	
for	us	by	sending	Christ	to	die	for	us	while	we	were	still	sinners	(Rom.	5:8,	
NLT).			
	
Christ	accomplished	all	that	he	did	for	all	of	us	while	we	were	his	enemies	and	while	
we	opposed	him,	not	while	we	had	things	right.		And	this	salvation	is	there	as	a	hope	
for	everyone	even	while	some	people	still	are	his	enemies	and	still	oppose	him.	
	
When	we	take	up	the	sword	and	do	not	submit	to	a	government,	we	run	the	risk	of	
not	trusting	God,	we	run	the	risk	of	interfering	or	getting	in	the	way	of	another	
person’s	redemption.		Another	person’s	salvation.		And	we	run	the	risk	of	putting	
ourselves	in	God’s	place.		“I	will	take	vengeance;	I	will	repay	those	who	deserve	
it,	says	the	Lord”	
	
There’s	a	nuance	to	remember	in	Rom.	13:	1:	“All	governments	have	been	placed	
in	power	by	God.”		Can	we	trust	God	with	our	governments?		Because	ultimately,	if	
they	have	been	placed	there	by	him,	they	are	also	accountable	to	him.		In	the	verses	
that	we	read	from	Amos	this	morning,	the	prophet	writes	“You	trample	the	poor	
and	steal	what	little	they	have	through	taxes	and	unfair	rent…You	oppress	
good	people	by	taking	bribes	and	deprive	the	poor	of	justice	in	the	
courts…Hate	evil	and	love	what	is	good;	remodel	your	courts	into	true	halls	of	
justice.”		There	is	a	constant	refrain	throughout	the	Old	Testament	of	how	God	will	
judge	kings	and	the	powers	that	be	for	how	they	wielded	power.		“I	will	repay	
those	who	deserve	it,	says	the	Lord.”	
	
There’s	another	nuance	to	Romans	12	and	13:		This	is	far	from	a	passive	sitting	back	
and	just	letting	injustice	take	place.		Paul	quotes	from	Proverbs	25:	21-22,	and	he	



says	“If	your	enemies	are	hungry,	feed	them.		If	they	are	thirsty,	give	them	
something	to	drink,	and	they	will	be	ashamed	of	what	they	have	done	to	you.		
Don’t	let	evil	get	the	best	of	you,	but	conquer	evil	by	doing	good.”	(Rom.	12:	20-
21,	NLT)	
	
If	the	government	asks	you	to	do	one	thing;	but	Jesus	commands	another,	we	must	
obey	Christ	first.		But	then	if	the	government	disagrees,	we	submit	to	their	decision.		
We	accept	that	this	is	what	the	government	has	decided	BUT		now	we	have	an	
opportunity.		An	opportunity	to	show	the	world	how	unjust	this	government	is;	and	
we	have	an	opportunity	to	reflect	the	government’s	wrongdoing	back	upon	itself;	
and	by	doing	so,	possibly	change	their	hearts	and	see	them	saved	as	well.	
	
Dr	King	once	said:	Somehow	we	must	be	able	to	stand	up	against	our	most	bitter	
opponents	and	say:	We	shall	match	your	capacity	to	inflict	suffering	by	our	capacity	
to	endure	suffering.	We	will	meet	your	physical	force	with	soul	force.	Do	to	us	what	
you	will	and	we	will	still	love	you....	But	be	assured	that	we'll	wear	you	down	by	our	
capacity	to	suffer,	and	one	day	we	will	win	our	freedom.	We	will	not	only	win	
freedom	for	ourselves;	we	will	appeal	to	your	heart	and	conscience	that	we	will	win	
you	in	the	process,	and	our	victory	will	be	a	double	victory.”	These	are	the	words	
from	his	Christmas	sermon	for	peace	Dec.	24th,	1967.	
	
Jesus	says	that	his	Kingdom	is	not	a	worldly	kingdom,	but	it’s	like	a	nation	all	unto	
its	own,	and	Paul	describes	us	like	this	in	2	Cor.	5:	18-20:		All	this	newness	of	life	is	
from	God,	who	brought	us	back	to	himself	through	what	Christ	did.		And	God	
has	given	us	the	task	of	reconciling	people	to	him.		For	God	was	in	Christ,	
reconciling	the	world	to	himself,	no	longer	counting	people’s	sins	against	
them.		This	is	the	wonderful	message	he	has	given	us	to	tell	others.		We	are	
Christ’s	ambassadors	and	God	is	using	us	to	speak	to	you.”	(2	Cor.	5:	18-20,	
NLT)	
	
The	church	is	an	embassy	on	behalf	of	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	to	the	world;	inviting	
people	to	be	reconciled	to	God	and	to	be	reconciled	to	one	another.		We	are	an	
embassy	to	the	nations	of	the	world	on	behalf	of	Christ.		So	getting	back	to	our	
earlier	question,	when	we	engage	with	the	power	systems	of	our	day,	age,	and	place,	
are	we	ambassadors	for	Christianity?		Or	are	we	ambassadors	for	Christ?	
	
Are	you	making	your	Christianity	political,	or	are	you	making	your	politics	like	
Christ?	
	
Should	we	be	saying	Make	America	Great	Again?		Or	Make	Christians	Christlike	
Again?	
	
Let	me	say	this	by	way	of	closing:		I	think	one	of	the	main	reasons	why	Christian	
kingdoms	and	Christian	nations	have	often	run	into	troubles	or	scandals	is	because	I	
don’t	think	Jesus	ever	intended	to	set	up	a	political	system	in	the	first	place.		But	I	



think	he	did	intend	to	create	a	movement;	a	movement	that	can	take	place	in	and	
amongst	any	nation	and	any	political	system;	and	amongst	any	people.	
	
We	should	remember	that	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	may	not	be	a	kingdom	like	others	
in	the	world;	but	it	is	not	silent.		It	is	not	inactive.		To	be	an	ambassador	means	we	
get	to	speak	on	behalf	of	the	Kingdom.		And	how	do	we	speak?	
	
We	speak	boldly	on	behalf	of	love.		We	speak	boldly	on	behalf	of	justice.		We	speak	
boldly	on	behalf	of	hope	as	Jesus	showed	us.		We	are	the	voice	calling	to	the	world	to	
leave	behind	division	and	violence.		We	are	the	voice	calling	to	the	world	to	leave	
behind	oppression	and	injustice.		We	are	the	voice	calling	to	the	world	to	let	justice	
roll	down	like	waters	and	righteousness	like	an	ever-flowing	stream.	
	
And	how	do	we	that?		We	stand	with	the	oppressed	wherever	they	may	be.		We	
stand	with	the	poor	and	the	rejected	wherever	they	may	be.		We	stand	with	those	
who	have	lost	homes	and	family	to	war.		We	stand	with	those	who	are	violently	
persecuted	for	their	beliefs,	their	culture,	or	the	colour	of	their	skin.	
	
We	will	not	respond	to	violence	with	violence.		But	we	will	overwhelm	the	world	
with	our	capacity	to	respond	to	evil	with	good.	
	
We	will	not	sit	still	but	we	will	march	with	those	in	search	of	justice;	we	will	march	
with	those	who	oppose	brutality	and	search	for	peace	no	matter	the	punishment	we	
may	face,	no	matter	the	threat	to	our	bodies	or	to	our	lives,	because	we	know	that	
love	cannot	be	kept	in	the	ground,	but	always	rises	again.	
	
Empires	have	been	trying	to	keep	love	in	the	ground	for	over	2000	years,	and	still	
the	doors	of	the	embassy	are	open.	
	
Let	the	world	have	its	game	of	thrones.		Jesus	is	Lord	and	there	is	no	power,	no	king,	
no	nation	more	powerful	than	love.	


