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We	began	our	time	by	watching	a	clip	from	Mel	Brooks’	film	The	History	of	the	World	
Part	1.		The	clip	shows	Moses	bringing	a	set	of	stone	tablets	down	from	Mount	Sinai	to	
the	people	of	Israel.		As	he	announces	that	he	brings	15	commandments	from	God,	he	
suddenly	drops	one	of	the	tablets.		All	of	a	sudden,	he	announces	that	he	has	in	fact	
brought	10	commandments	down	to	the	people	from	God.	
	
Well,	there	are	actually	613	commandments	in	the	Old	Testament,	This	joke	just	
plays	on	the	first	10,	but	it’s	still	a	funny	joke.	
	
But	there	are	people	on	the	outside	of	church	who	will	often	look	at	us	and	ask	what	
about	the	Old	Testament?		What	about	the	10	commandments?		Why	do	you	as	
Christians	not	observe	all	of	the	laws	in	the	Old	Testament,	and	if	you	don’t	have	to	
follow	them	now,	then	why	were	they	created	in	the	first	place?	
	
Paul	engages	a	similar	conversation	in	Chapter	3	of	his	letter	to	the	Galatians.		We	
are	of	course	in	Part	3	of	our	summer	sermon	series	looking	at	Paul’s	letter	to	the	
churches	in	Galatia,	and	how	Paul	specifically	engages	the	conversation	of	religion.		
So	far	we’ve	said	that	the	Good	News	of	Jesus	is	that	he	came	to	save	us	from	our	sin,	
show	us	his	love,	set	up	his	kingdom	on	earth,	and	shut	down	religion.		Three	weeks	
ago,	we	looked	at	how	Jesus	truly	saves	us	from	our	mistakes	not	by	rule-keeping	or	
by	our	own	work	or	our	own	efforts	but	by	relying	upon	him	and	being	in	
relationship	with	him.	
	
This	week,	Paul	will	look	at	how	we	are	supposed	to	consider	the	religious	laws	that	
came	before	the	new	thing	that	Jesus	does.	
	
So	let’s	jump	right	into	Chapter	of	Galatians,	you	can	turn	with	me	if	you	have	a	Bible	
of	your	own	to	follow	along,	or	feel	free	to	bring	one	up	if	you	have	an	app	on	your	
phone,	or	you	can	also	feel	free	to	get	up	and	grab	a	Bible	from	the	back	shelf.	
	
And	Paul	starts	things	off	with	a	bang,	right?		You	foolish	Galatians!		Who	has	
bewitched	you?		Galatians	is	a	great	example	of	some	of	Paul’s	more	clever	use	of	
metaphor	and	imagery.		Who	has	bewitched	you?		Who	has	cast	a	spell	upon	you?		
Do	you	see	the	connection	that	Paul	makes	here?		Paul	insinuates	that	when	the	
religious	leaders	tell	the	Galatians	that	they	have	to	observe	the	religious	law	of	
circumcision,	it	is	like	participating	in	witchcraft.		Who	has	bewitched	you?	Who	
has	tricked	you	with	sorcery?		Witchcraft	or	magic,	is	of	course,	a	big	no-no	in	Old	
Testament	law.		So	Paul	is	insinuating	that	in	trying	to	get	people	to	keep	religious	
laws,	they	are	actually	doing	something	that	God	wouldn’t	want.	
	



And	there’s	actually	a	strong	similarity	between	religion	and	the	practice	of	magic.		
Both	approaches	suggest	that	if	you	just	say	the	right	words	and	use	the	right	
ingredients;	if	you	put	together	the	right	pieces,	then	you	will	achieve	the	desired	
result.		For	all	of	you	Harry	Potter	fans,	You	say	Wingardium	leviosa,	and	the	stick	
goes	up	in	the	air.		You	follow	all	of	the	right	rules,	say	and	do	all	of	the	right	things,	
and	then	God	will	give	you	prosperity	and	all	you	ever	wanted.			
	
This	has	lead	some	theologians	to	wonder	if	God’s	problem	with	witchcraft	isn’t	just	
the	idea	that	you	are	worshipping	something	other	than	God,	but	that	you’re	being	
religious.		That	you’re	still	trying	to	earn	good	things	by	your	own	efforts	and	work	
when	God	wants	to	live	in	relationship	with	you	and	live	in	a	relationship	of	trust	
through	the	good	things	and	the	bad	where	you	rely	upon	him	rather	than	your	own	
work.	
	
It	was	before	your	eyes	that	Jesus	Christ	was	publicly	exhibited	as	crucified.		
The	only	thing	I	want	to	learn	from	you	is	this:	Did	you	receive	the	Spirit	by	
doing	the	works	of	the	law	or	by	believing	what	you	heard?		Now,	when	Paul	
says	“receive	the	Spirit”	he’s	talking	about	becoming	Christians.		Did	you	become	a	
Christ-follower?		Did	you	receive	the	Holy	Spirit	and	begin	a	relationship	with	Jesus	
because	you	were	doing	the	works	of	the	Law	or	because	you	believed?		Now,	this	is	
actually	a	rhetorical	question	that	Paul	is	asking.		Does	anyone	care	to	guess	why	it’s	
a	rhetorical	question?	
	
These	are	Gentiles.		These	are	people	who	didn’t	grow	up	Jewish,	or	obeying	Jewish	
religious	laws.		In	some	cases,	many	of	these	people	had	likely	never	even	heard	a	
thing	about	Torah	law,	so	of	course	they	did	not	become	Christians	because	they	
were	observing	Torah	law.		They	became	Christians	by	believing	what	they	heard	
from	Paul.		And	Paul	goes	on	to	say:		
	
Are	you	so	foolish?		Having	started	with	the	Spirit,	are	you	now	ending	with	
the	flesh?		Did	you	experience	so	much	for	nothing?	–	if	it	really	was	for	
nothing.		Well,	then	does	God	supply	you	with	the	Spirit	and	work	miracles	
among	you	by	your	doing	the	works	of	the	law,	or	by	your	believing	what	you	
heard?		So	just	to	clarify,	when	Paul	talks	about	Spirit,	he’s	talking	about	grace	and	
relationship	with	God.		Whenever	he	mentions	“the	flesh,”	he’s	talking	about	earning	
things	by	our	own	efforts	or	religion.			
	
Here	Paul	draws	a	connection	between	how	the	Galatians	began	their	spiritual	life	
and	how	it	now	continues.		You	don’t	receive	the	free	gift	of	grace	at	first	and	now	
you	have	to	earn	continued	membership.		It	continues	to	be	God’s	free	work	in	your	
life,	not	your	own	efforts.		God	supplies	the	Spirit	and	the	life	that	you	live,	not	by	
some	sort	of	price	that	you	have	to	pay.		Our	life	in	Christ	continues	just	as	it	begins.	
	
It’s	here	that	Paul	moves	on	to	talk	about	Abraham,	the	father	of	the	Jewish	faith,	
everything	that	defines	the	Jewish	faith	begins	with	Abraham.		He	is	a	crucial	figure	
for	Jews	in	conversations	about	their	relationship	with	God.		It	is	possible	that	the	



religious	leaders	who	came	to	Galatia,	told	the	Galatians	that	they	should	be	like	
Abraham	and	observe	the	religious	law	of	circumcision	because	that	religious	ritual	
actually	begins	with	Abraham.		It’s	Abraham	who	receives	the	sign	of	circumcision	
from	God	and	begins	the	practice	with	his	people.		But	Paul	is	actually	going	to	use	
Abraham	to	support	his	case	for	faith	over	religion,	and	he	does	that	by	arguing	for	
the	importance	and	primacy	of	what	God	does	before	he	gives	the	sign	of	
circumcision.	
	
Just	as	Abraham	“believed	God	and	it	was	reckoned	to	him	as	righteousness,”	
so	you	see,	those	who	believe	are	the	descendants	of	Abraham.		And	the	
scripture,	foreseeing	that	God	would	justify	the	Gentiles	by	faith,	declared	the	
gospel	beforehand	to	Abraham,	saying,	“All	the	Gentiles	shall	be	blessed	in	
you.”		For	this	reason,	those	who	believe	are	blessed	with	Abraham	who	
believed.	The	religious	leaders	likely	said,	“If	you	want	to	be	like	Abraham,	and	
receive	God’s	promise	that	even	Gentiles	will	now	be	justified	and	included	in	the	
family	of	God,	you	should	observe	circumcision.		But	Paul	says	that	the	prediction	or	
Good	News	that	God	planned	for	the	Gentiles	actually	came	when	Abraham	believed.		
Circumcision	came	later.		Relationship	came	first,	the	religious	ritual	came	later.	
	
You	see,	Paul	doesn’t	see	the	Old	Testament	and	what	Jesus	has	done	as	two	
separate	things.		Paul	actually	argues	that	what	Jesus	does	is	in	complete	continuity	
with	the	character	of	God	all	the	way	back	to	Abraham.		And	Paul	makes	his	case	for	
faith	over	religion	directly	from	the	Old	Testament,	not	despite	it.	
	
And	he’ll	continue	to	do	this	by	referring	to	some	more	Old	Testament	quotations.		
For	all	who	rely	on	the	works	of	the	law	are	under	a	curse;	for	it	is	written,	
“Cursed	is	everyone	who	does	not	observe	and	obey	all	the	things	written	in	
the	book	of	the	law.”		If	you’re	going	to	depend	on	religious	works	to	get	you	right	
with	God,	you	have	a	tough	road	ahead.		It	will	be	a	constant	burden	of	constantly	
trying	to	not	make	mistakes	and	feeling	like	you	can	never	get	ahead.		Because	if	you	
ever	break	any	kind	of	rule,	you	are	cursed.	
	
In	his	book	The	Year	of	Living	Biblically,	A.J.	Jacobs	attempts	to	live	each	and	every	
rule	in	the	Bible	to	the	best	of	his	ability	for	one	year.		And	during	his	year,	he	was	
sitting	in	a	park	talking	to	a	gentleman.		This	gentleman	remarked	on	A.J.’s	bizarre	
appearance.		A.	J.	was	wearing	a	white	robe	of	completely	one	fabric	(according	to	
Old	Testament	law)	and	he	had	a	shaggy	head	of	long	hair,	and	a	long	beard	as	well	
(also	according	to	Old	Testament	law).		When	the	gentleman	heard	of	what	A.J.	was	
doing,	the	fellow	all	of	a	sudden	remarked	that	he	had	once	had	an	affair	on	his	wife.	
	
And	all	of	a	sudden,	A.J.	thought,	“Oh	no!		What	am	I	going	to	do?			According	to	Old	
Testament	law,	I	have	to	stone	this	man!”		So	A.J.	waited	until	the	gentleman	had	
turned	his	back	and	he	then	threw	a	pebble	at	the	gentleman’s	back.		Well,	the	
gentleman	turned	around	and	said,	“Did	you	just	throw	a	stone	at	me?”		And	A.J.	
replied,	“No!”		All	of	a	sudden,	A.J.	thought,	“Oh	no!		I	just	broke	a	law	by	lying!”	
	



One	of	A.J.’s	key	conclusions	from	his	year-long	experiment	was	that	it	is	virtually	
impossible	to	keep	each	and	every	rule	in	the	Law.		Sometimes,	in	order	to	keep	one	
law,	you	have	to	break	another.		If	you	are	going	to	live	by	the	Law,	it	will	be	
virtually	impossible	to	keep	it	to	perfection.	
	
Paul	goes	on	to	say,	Now	it	is	evident	that	no	one	is	justified	before	God	by	the	
law;	for	[and	here	he	quotes	Habakkuk	2:4]	“The	one	who	is	righteous	will	live	
by	faith.”	But	the	law	does	not	rest	on	faith;	on	the	contrary,	“Whoever	does	
the	works	of	the	law	will	live	by	them.”		Whoever	lives	by	the	works	of	the	law	
must	look	for	life	from	the	law,	but	Paul	is	arguing	that	the	law	cannot	truly	bring	
life.		Only	faith	can.		Like	we	spoke	about	three	weeks	ago,	the	law	may	tell	us	what	
is	wrong	and	right,	but	it	doesn’t	give	us	the	power	to	do	what	is	wrong	and	right.		
Only	faith	in	Christ	can	do	that.	
	
Christ	redeemed	us	from	the	curse	of	the	law	by	becoming	a	curse	for	us	–	for	
it	is	written,	“Cursed	is	everyone	who	hangs	on	a	tree”		-	in	order	that	in	Christ	
Jesus	the	blessing	of	Abraham	might	come	to	the	Gentiles,	so	that	we	might	
receive	the	promise	of	the	Spirit	through	faith.		It	is	likely	that	the	religious	
leaders	quoted	the	same	verse	that	Paul	did	earlier,	and	said	that	in	order	to	avoid	
the	curse	of	failing	to	obey	the	entire	law,	the	men	of	Galatia	should	be	circumcised.		
But	Paul	points	out	that	Jesus	actually	became	cursed	according	to	the	law	when	he	
was	crucified.	
	
This	was	likely	one	of	the	biggest	stumbling	blocks	for	a	lot	of	religious	people	when	
they	were	told	about	Jesus	for	the	first	time.		He	was	crucified.		Being	hung	upon	a	
tree	is	another	phrase	for	being	crucified.		As	if	crucifixion	was	not	a	horrible	
enough	physical	punishment	in	itself,	it	was	also	considered	to	be	shameful,	and	
according	to	Torah	Law,	you	were	now	accursed	by	God.		
	
But,	Paul	points	out	that	Jesus	becomes	a	curse	by	being	crucified	in	order	to	
remove	the	curse	of	the	Law	from	all	of	us;	in	order	to	shut	down	religion.		The	
Gospel	of	John	says	that	Jesus	is	the	Lamb	of	God	who	takes	away	the	sins	of	the	
world.		In	a	culture	that	used	lambs	as	religious	sacrificial	offerings,	Jesus	is	the	
religious	sacrifice	to	end	all	religious	sacrifices	so	we	no	longer	have	to	live	by	the	
works	of	the	law.	
	
When	you	live	by	the	works	of	the	Law,	you	immediately	set	up	division,	right?	
There	are	those	who	keep	the	Law	and	those	who	don’t.		There	are	those	who	are	in,	
and	those	who	are	out.		And	Paul	is	saying	that	by	the	works	of	the	Law,	the	Gentiles	
are	out.		And	religious	Jews	are	in.		But	because	Christ	has	ended	the	curse	of	the	
law,	now	the	promise	of	God	to	Abraham	can	truly	be	fulfilled.		Now	all	peoples,	now	
everyone	can	become	part	of	the	family	of	God.		Now	everyone	can	be	in.	
	
Now	just	for	time’s	sake,	I’m	going	to	skip	verses	15-18.		If	you	really	feel	strongly	
that	you	absolutely	must	know	what	Paul	is	talking	about	here,	you	can	come	and	
talk	to	me	after	the	service.	



	
BUT	over	at	verse	19,	Why	then	the	law?	Here	we	are	at	the	crux	question.		Paul’s	
first	point	is:	It	was	added	because	of	transgressions,	until	the	offspring	would	
come	to	whom	the	promise	had	been	made.		Notice	that	Paul	says	it	was	“added.”		
It	was	added	on	top	of	faith	in	order	to	give	people	guidance,	in	order	to	give	them	a	
way	to	begin	to	understand	what	is	right	and	what	is	wrong,	until	Christ	would	
come	to	fulfill	the	promise	of	faith.	
	
And	it	was	ordained	through	angels	by	a	mediator.		Here,	Paul	is	referencing	a	
popular	Jewish	interpretation	of	Deut.	33:2	where	in	his	final	speech,	Moses,	the	
mediator	who	receives	the	Law	and	gives	it	to	Israel	on	behalf	of	God,	describes	the	
giving	of	the	Law	as	The	Lord	came	from	Sinai	[and]	with	him	were	myriads	of	
holy	ones	or	angels.		And	Paul	goes	on	to	say	Now	a	mediator	involves	more	than	
one	party;	but	God	is	one.		Paul	seems	to	be	arguing	that	is	more	monotheistic,	it	is	
more	true	to	the	nature	of	God	to	place	primacy	over	the	relational	promise	that	he	
made	directly	to	Abraham	rather	than	the	Law	that	was	mediated	through	Moses.	
	
Is	the	law	then	opposed	to	the	promises	of	God?		Certainly	not!		Are	the	law	and	
the	promise	completely	incompatible?		Paul	says	absolutely	no,	but	they	served	
different	functions.		Paul	doesn’t	actually	hate	the	Law.		As	we	mentioned	in	the	last	
part	of	our	series,	religious	rituals	in	and	of	themselves	are	not	bad.		But	they	can	
become	bad	when	they	are	given	primacy	over	relationship	with	God.		When	we	
serve	them	rather	than	God.	
	
Paul	goes	on	to	say,	For	if	a	law	had	been	given	that	could	make	alive,	then	
righteousness	would	indeed	come	from	the	law.		But	the	scripture	has	
imprisoned	all	things	under	the	power	of	sin,	so	that	was	what	promised	
through	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	might	be	given	to	those	who	believe.		For	Paul,	The	
law	and	the	promise	are	not	in	competition.		The	law	can	show	us	what	is	right	and	
is	wrong.		This	is	what	Paul	means	by	imprisoned…under	the	power	of	sin.		It	can	
show	us	how	much	we	can	mess	things	up	and	how	hard	it	is	to	do	what	is	right.		But	
only	faith	can	help	us	to	do	what	is	right	and	avoid	what	is	wrong.	The	law	cannot	
make	things	alive,	only	relationship	with	God	can.	
	
Now	before	faith	came,	we	were	imprisoned	and	guarded	under	the	law	until	
faith	would	be	revealed.	Therefore	the	law	was	our	disciplinarian	until	Christ	
came,	so	that	we	might	be	justified	by	faith.		But	now	that	faith	has	come,	we	
are	no	longer	subject	to	a	disciplinarian,	for	in	Christ	Jesus	you	are	all	children	
of	God	through	faith.	
	
The	word	for	disciplinarian	here	in	the	Greek	is	“paidagogos.”	This	is	where	we	get	
the	word	“pedagogue”	or	“pedagogy”	or	“teaching.		And	in	Greco-Roman	culture	this	
refers	to	a	slave	who	is	used	to	educate	someone	when	they	are	young,	but	
eventually	the	student	must	grow	up	and	not	need	the	slave	to	teach	them	anymore.		
Paul	is	insinuating	that	the	Law	was	like	a	slave	to	a	master	who	was	given	the	task	



to	educate	us	when	we	were	young	until	we	grew	up	and	no	longer	needed	the	slave	
to	teach	us.	
	
But	if	God	used	the	Law	in	one	way	at	one	time,	and	then	changed	his	use	of	the	law	
at	a	later	time	does	that	mean	God	has	changed?		I	thought	that	God	was	supposed	to	
never	change?	Why	does	God	seem	so	different	in	the	Old	Testament	and	the	New	
Testament?	
	
When	you	were	five	years	old,	did	your	parents	give	you	a	bedtime?		You	have	to	be	
in	bed,	by	8:00pm.		Every	night.		No	exceptions!		Those	are	the	rules!		You	needed	
the	rules	because	you	didn’t	quite	know	how	to	take	care	of	your	sleep	patterns.		
Now	try	telling	a	fifteen	year	old,	hey	it’s	8:00pm!		Bedtime!		No	exceptions!		Those	
are	the	rules!		Good	luck	getting	your	teen	to	go	to	bed	by	8:00pm;	even	better	luck	
trying	to	get	them	up	at	8:00am!		Hopefully,	by	15,	you	are	starting	to	learn	how	to	
actually	take	care	of	your	sleep	patterns.		Hopefully	you	are	internalizing	what	you	
actually	have	to	do	in	order	to	take	care	of	yourself;	in	order	to	do	what	is	right.	
	
Now,	if	you	try	to	enforce	those	same	rules	on	a	15	year	old	that	you	did	when	you	
were	5,	you’re	going	to	look	pretty	harsh	and	tyrannical,	aren’t	you?		Have	you	
changed?		No,	but	your	relationship	with	your	children	has	changed.	
	
The	Law	was	there	to	get	us	thinking	about	how	to	eat	healthy	and	how	to	live	in	
right	relationship	with	others.		Don’t	eat	rotten	meat.		Don’t	steal.		Don’t	kill.		But	
now	hopefully,	we	have	matured	to	the	point	where	we	don’t	need	to	keep	the	
specifics	of	each	and	every	rule	in	order	to	do	what	is	right.		Hopefully	now	we	don’t	
have	to	be	physically	altered	through	circumcision	in	order	to	do	what	is	right.	
	
As	many	of	you	as	were	baptized	into	Christ	have	clothed	yourselves	with	
Christ.	“To	clothe	yourself”	was	a	Near	Eastern	cultural	reference	to	an	actor	
putting	on	a	costume.		When	you	are	baptized	into	Christ,	when	you	begin	to	follow	
Christ	and	put	your	faith	in	him,	it	is	as	if	you	are	beginning	to	become	Christ-like,	it	
is	as	if	you	are	beginning	to	enter	into	his	identity,	and	Paul	is	beginning		to	make	
the	connection	here	that	when	you	clothe	yourself	with	Christ,	you	are	now	
becoming	so	personally	connected	and	identified	with	Christ	that	you	will	begin	to	
do	what	Christ	does.		You	won’t	do	what	is	right	by	adhering	to	religious	rules,	but	
by	clothing	yourself	into	a	relationship	with	the	living	person	of	Christ.	
	
And	that	moves	us	into	one	of	the	more	profound	things	that	Paul	has	ever	said:	
There	is	no	longer	Jew	or	Greek,	there	is	no	longer	slave	or	free,	there	is	no	
longer	male	and	female;	for	you	are	all	one	in	Christ	Jesus.		And	if	you	belong	
to	Christ,	then	you	are	Abraham’s	offspring,	heirs	according	to	the	promise.	
	
When	we	have	left	behind	religion	and	its	tendency	to	categorize	people	according	
to	their	gender,	according	to	their	socioeconomic	class,	and	according	to	their	
ethnicity,	the	only	identity	that	becomes	important	is	our	identity	in	Christ;	and	
everyone	has	free	access	to	this	identity.		In	a	world	that	says	women	must	dress	



this	way;	if	you’re	from	this	culture,	then	we’re	going	to	look	down	on	you;	if	you	
don’t	have	wealth,	then	clearly	you	aren’t	very	important;	Paul’s	words	and	the	
message	of	Jesus	are	Good	News.	
	
Any	culture,	any	nation,	any	person	with	all	of	their	cultural	practices	is	welcomed	
into	the	family	of	God	and	that	can	truly	be	said,	because	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	does	
not	make	anyone	conform	to	religious	rituals.		Now	the	Gentiles	can	truly	receive	
the	promise	that	was	given	to	Abraham.		Now	they	can	truly	receive	life	and	life	to	
the	full	because	religion	is	not	getting	in	the	way.	
	
Now	as	I	said	earlier,	Paul’s	response	to	the	ending	of	the	curse	of	the	Law	is	not	to	
say	that	now	there	will	be	no	rules.		There	will	be	no	standards	by	which	we	live	in	
community.		The	question	is	how	are	we	coming	to	our	standards	of	community	and	
how	do	we	place	them	in	relationship	to	God?	
	
Take	some	time	this	week		and	think	about	what	rules	you	seem	to	apply	to	your	
life.		If	someone	outside	of	yourself	were	to	look	at	your	life,	what	would	they	say	
are	the	rules	you	seem	to	live	by?		Because	everyone	lives	by	some	kind	of	rules.		
You	can’t	escape	it.		Boundaries	are	how	we	simply	function	in	relationships	with	
others.	
	
But	ask	yourself,	where	do	my	rules	come	from?	
What	are	they	based	on?	
Do	I	have	rules	that	need	to	be	analyzed	and	broken	down?		Am	I	keeping	this	rule	
to	somehow	earn	favour	with	God,	and	is	it	actually	getting	in	the	way	of	loving	
others?	
Are	there	actually	places	where	I	need	some	boundaries	in	order	to	live	in	a	
healthier	and	safer	place?	
	
During	the	Radical	Reformation,	when	caught	between	the	perceived	legalism	of	
Catholicism	and	the	fideism	of	Protestantism	or	the	obsession	that	everything	
should	be	about	faith	and	not	about	any	kind	of	works,	the	Anabaptist	leader	
Michael	Sattler	talked	about	“filial	obedience.”		We	tend	to	listen	to	people	and	do	
things	in	better	harmony	with	them	when	we	are	in	a	relationship	with	them;	when	
we	love	them.		Perhaps	I	will	be	actually	motivated	to	do	what	is	right	and	avoid	
what	is	wrong	when	I’m	in	a	living	relationship	with	a	living	God	who	loves	me	as	
his	child.	
	
And	Paul	is	saying	that	our	source	of	life	has	always	been	in	faith,	in	how	we	relate	
to	God.		In	many	different	cultures,	and	in	many	different	places	and	times,	we	have	
had	rules	that	we	attempted	to	use	to	know	what	is	right	and	what	is	wrong.		But	the	
Good	News	of	Jesus	says	that	now	apart	from	the	Law,	we	have	access	to	life	in	the	
fullest,	life	in	all	of	its	diversity	through	the	living	person	of	Christ.		And	in	the	Holy	
Spirit,	we	have	a	source	of	energy	that	will	empower	us	to	do	what	is	good	and	to	
resist	what	is	evil	in	all	of	the	complexity	that	these	things	will	take.		Faith	will	allow	
us	to	navigate	the	complexities	of	change	and	the	complexities	of	reality.		Faith	will	



allow	us	to	see	new	opportunities	where	we	may	not	have	seen	them	before;	to	see	
new	life	in	new	places.	
	
In	Paul’s	time,	this	was	navigating	the	possibility	that	Gentiles	were	now	part	of	the	
family	of	God	and	they	didn’t	have	to	observe	all	the	same	religious	rules.		What	
does	this	look	like	in	our	time?	
	
Because	now,	we	can	make	peace	through	understanding	and	through	relationships	
with	others	because	Christ	opens	the	way	to	engage	all	things	in	relationship	rather	
than	through	Law.	
	
In	Christ,	the	promise	that	was	made	to	Abraham	has	been	fulfilled.	Now,	through	no	
religion,	all	can	truly	know	God.	


