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We	began	our	time	with	a	clip	from	the	film	The	Invention	of	Lying.		Ricky	Gervais	
plays	a	man	in	a	world	where	lying	has	not	been	invented	and	everyone	tells	the	
absolute	truth	all	of	the	time.		In	order	to	comfort	his	dying	mother,	Ricky’s	character	
tells	a	lie	(at	least	in	this	world)	about	God	and	an	afterlife.		However,	the	other	
onlookers	in	the	room,	believing	Ricky’s	lie,	then	ask	for	more	information	about	this	
God.		We	watched	a	clip	where	Ricky	explains	to	a	large	crowd	what	God	wants	them	
to	do	in	order	to	get	into	heaven	and	avoid	hell.		However,	the	gathered	crowd	spends	
an	inordinate	amount	of	time	wanting	to	know	more	about	what	they	must	avoid	in	
order	to	avoid	hell.		They	want	to	know	what	rules	they	have	to	keep	and	how	much	
they	can	get	away	with	without	getting	what	Ricky	calls	“three	strikes”	against	them.		
Three	strikes	and	they	go	to	hell!	
	
What	a	great	illustration	of	when	religion	becomes	about	rule-keeping.		When	our	
spirituality	becomes	about	rule-keeping,	we	all	of	a	sudden	start	to	play	games	with	
our	faith.		What	do	I	really	have	to	do	in	order	to	get	to	heaven?		And	how	much	can	I	
get	away	with?	
	
What	do	I	actually	have	to	spend	time	thinking	about,	and	what	can	I	sortof	laze	off	
on?	What	is	the	bare	minimum	that	I	have	to	do	in	order	to	not	use	up	all	three	of	
my	strikes?	
	
If	I	just	try	to	be	good	enough	to	earn	God’s	approval,	am	I	really	experiencing	love?		
Or	is	love	something	more	than	just	doing	enough	to	be	good	enough?	
	
If	I	say	to	Michele,	hey,	let’s	get	married,	and	I	say	to	her,	so	what’s	the	bare	
minimum	I	have	to	do	in	order	to	be	married	to	you?		Do	you	think	Michele	is	going	
to	marry	me?	Hopefully	not!		She’s	probably	going	to	tell	me	to	sort	out	my	
priorities.	
	
Religion	also	tends	to	divide	people.		It	divides	people	from	those	who	are	keeping	
the	rules	and	those	who	are	breaking	the	rules.		Sometime	when	we	get	religious	
about	details,	we	often	avoid	people	who	threaten	the	safety	and	the	purity	of	our	
rules,	and	we	end	up	avoiding	people	who	need	to	experience	love.			
	
Now	we’re	safe,	but	are	we	really	loving	others?			
	
Paul	begins	to	address	both	of	these	issues	in	the	second	chapter	of	his	letter	to	the	
Galatians.		You’ve	joined	us	for	Week	2	of	our	summer	series	that	we’re	calling	
Breaking	Religion	where	we’re	walking	through	chapter	by	chapter	Paul’s	letter	to	
the	Galatians	in	the	New	Testament.		And	today,	we’re	going	to	see	how	Paul	



transitions	from	establishing	his	credentials	to	speak	authentically	about	the	Good	
News	of	Jesus	to	now	addressing	the	specific	problems	of	the	Galatians.	
	
So	let’s	jump	right	into	Galatians	Chapter	2.		If	you	have	a	bible	on	you,	or	a	bible	
app,	you	can	turn	to	Galatians	with	me.		There	are	of	course	bibles	in	the	back	of	the	
sanctuary	right	by	our	mailboxes,	if	you’d	like	to	grab	one	to	follow	along.		
	
The	second	chapter	begins	with	Paul	talking	about	a	second	visit	to	Jerusalem	to	
meet	with	the	leaders	of	the	church	there.	Then	after	fourteen	years,	I	went	up	
again	to	Jerusalem	with	Barnabas,	taking	Titus	along	with	me.		Barnabas	was	a	
fellow	leader	in	the	church,	also	tasked	with	bringing	the	Gospel	to	Gentiles	or	non-
Jews.	Titus	is	a	Greek	Gentile	who	is	believed	to	be	someone	that	Paul	helped	to	
convert	to	the	Christian	faith,	and	he’s	often	mentioned	in	Paul’s	letters	as	a	helper	
to	his	mission.	
	
I	went	up	in	response	to	a	revelation.	Paul	had	some	sort	of	supernatural	vision	
that	compelled	him	to	return	to	Jerusalem.	Then	I	laid	before	them	(though	only	
in	a	private	meeting	with	the	acknowledged	leaders)	the	gospel	that	I	
proclaim	among	the	Gentiles,	in	order	to	make	sure	that	I	was	not	running,	or	
had	not	run,	in	vain.	It’s	interesting	that	Paul	spent	Chapter	1	of	Galatians	saying	
how	his	understanding	of	the	Gospel	has	authority	because	he	received	it	directly	
from	Christ,	not	from	humans.		So	why	is	Paul	then	talking	about	the	Gospel	with	the	
leaders	in	Jerusalem	now?		“Laid	before	them	the	gospel”	implies	that	he	is	
informing	them	of	the	Gospel	he	has	been	preaching	for	the	purposes	of	
consideration	or	consultation.	
	
Paul	is	not	looking	to	the	apostles	to	confer	authority	upon	him.		He	is	looking	to	the	
apostles	to	confirm	the	authority	of	his	Gospel.		And	what	a	model	for	the	rest	of	us!		
How	can	we	too	have	our	own	independent	ideas	about	faith	and	spiritual	matters,	
but	then	consult	with	others	in	community	about	them.	Paul	is	not	independent	
from	community,	he	is	interdependent	with	community.	
	
But	even	Titus,	who	was	with	me,	was	not	compelled	to	be	circumcised,	
thought	he	was	a	Greek.		But	because	of	false	believers	secretly	brought	in,	
who	slipped	in	to	spy	on	the	freedom	we	have	in	Christ	Jesus,	so	that	they	
might	enslave	us	–	we	did	not	submit	to	them	even	for	a	moment,	so	that	the	
truth	of	the	gospel	might	always	remain	with	you.		And	from	those	who	were	
supposed	to	be	acknowledged	leaders	(what	they	actually	were	makes	no	
difference	to	me;	God	shows	no	partiality)	–	those	leaders	contributed	nothing	
to	me.		Paul	is	stating	here	that	the	leaders	in	Jerusalem	did	not	correct	his	
understanding	of	the	Gospel;	even	when	some	people	slipped	into	this	private	
meeting	and	supposedly	challenged	Paul	much	in	the	same	way	that	the	religious	
leaders	who	came	to	the	churches	in	Galatia	did.		But	even	here,	the	apostles	in	
Jerusalem	confirm	Paul’s	side.		Titus	is	not	compelled	to	be	circumcised;	much	like	
Paul	is	now	writing	to	the	churches	in	Galatia	and	is	trying	to	say	you	also	don’t	have	



to	be	circumcised	in	order	to	be	followers	of	Jesus.		You	also	do	not	have	to	conform	
to	religious	details	in	order	to	become	followers	of	Jesus.	
	
Notice	that	Paul	says	the	false	believers	attempted	to	“enslave”	others.		Paul	is	
suggesting	that	when	we	conform	to	religious	details,	we	actually	become	enslaved	
to	religion,	rather	than	serving	God.	
	
Also,	you	might	have	noticed	how	Paul,	in	talking	about	the	leaders	in	Jerusalem	
says,	“what	they	actually	were	makes	no	difference	to	me…those	leaders	
contributed	nothing	to	me.”		That	sounds	harsh	to	our	North	American	ears.		But	
Paul	is	actually	trying	to	do	two	things:	1)	he’s	affirming	an	Old	Testament	principle	
that	no	one,	leaders	or	otherwise,	has	an	edge	on	the	truth	over	others.		Truth	is	
equally	accessible	to	all.		God	shows	no	partiality.		And	when	he	says	they	
“contributed	nothing	to	me”	this	is	just	the	literal	English	translation	for	the	words	
that	mean	“they	did	not	correct	me.”		They	added	nothing	to	my	Gospel.		My	Gospel	
was	complete.	
	
This	is	not	a	popularity	contest.		Paul	is	not	trying	to	win	the	approval	of	the	right	
people,	but	he	is	open	enough	to	suggesting	that	he	might	not	know	everything	and	
the	apostles	in	Jerusalem	would	be	a	good	group	to	confirm	the	authenticity	of	his	
Gospel.	
	
On	the	contrary,	when	they	saw	that	I	had	been	entrusted	with	the	gospel	for	
the	uncircumcised,	just	as	Peter	had	been	entrusted	with	the	gospel	for	the	
circumcised	(for	he	who	worked	through	Peter	making	him	an	apostle	to	the	
circumcised	also	worked	through	me	in	sending	me	to	the	Gentiles)	and	when	
James	and	Cephas	and	John,	who	were	acknowledged	pillars,	recognized	the	
grace	that	had	been	given	to	me,	they	gave	to	Barnabas	and	me	the	right	hand	
of	fellowship,	agreeing	that	we	should	go	to	the	Gentiles	and	they	to	the	
circumcised.		They	asked	only	one	thing,	that	we	remember	the	poor,	which	
was	actually	what	I	was	eager	to	do.	
	
The	leaders	in	Jerusalem	approve	Paul’s	Gospel	and	they	commission	him	to	be	on	
his	way.	
	
But	when	Cephas	came	to	Antioch,	I	opposed	him	to	his	face.		Because	he	stood	
self-condemned;	for	until	certain	people	came	from	James,	he	used	to	eat	with	
the	Gentiles.		But	after	they	came,	he	drew	back	and	kept	himself	separate	for	
fear	of	the	circumcision	faction.		And	the	other	Jews	joined	him	in	this	
hypocrisy,	so	that	even	Barnabas	was	led	astray	by	their	hypocrisy.		But	when	
I	saw	that	they	were	not	acting	consistently	with	the	truth	of	the	gospel,	I	said	
to	Cephas	before	them	all,	“If	you,	though	a	Jew,	live	like	a	Gentile	and	not	like	
a	Jew,	how	can	you	compel	the	Gentiles	to	live	like	Jews?	
	
Now	this	might	sound	a	little	harsh	to	our	Mennonite	ears	where	sometimes	in	the	
name	of	peacemaking	we	do	a	little	conflict	avoidance.		Some	people	don’t	like	



hearing	how	Paul	confronts	Peter.		But	I	think	there	are	a	couple	of	items	to	note	
here.		Paul	affirms	that	Peter	is	an	apostle	who	has	been	charged	with	bringing	the	
gospel	to	the	circumcised,	to	other	Jews.		Paul	is	not	saying	that	Peter	isn’t	a	leader	
or	a	brother	in	Christ.	Paul	doesn’t	even	seem	to	be	taking	issue	with	Peter’s	
personal	religious	choices.		But	Paul	is	speaking	up	when	he	learns	that	Peter	is	now	
compelling	his	choices	upon	others,	and	it	is	affecting	the	core	message	of	the	
Gospel.		If	you’re	going	to	eat	with	Gentiles	and	live	like	a	non-Jew	in	some	cases,	
don’t	now	judge	other	Gentiles	for	not	living	like	Jews	in	other	cases.	
	
Many	religious	Jews	didn’t	associate	with	Gentiles	for	fear	that	if	they	did	so,	they	
could	possibly	break	Torah	laws	around	ritual	purity	and	dietary	restrictions.	
	
We	know	through	Acts	10	that	Peter	was	actually	opening	himself	up	to	the	Gentiles	
and	that	he	had	received	a	personal	vision	from	God	stating	that	not	all	people	now	
had	to	conform	to	dietary	laws;	but	it	possible	that	Peter	was	having	a	hard	time	
going	back	to	his	religious	friends	and	now	living	that	out.	
	
And	now	Paul	calls	this	out	in	order	to	stand	up	for	the	unity	of	all	peoples	in	Christ	
and	not	their	division	according	to	religious	laws.		Paul	wants	to	ensure	that	we	
maintain	the	Good	News	that	says	the	Gospel	can	now	be	lived	out	in	a	multitude	of	
diverse	cultural	frameworks.	
	
In	his	interaction	with	Peter	and	in	his	interaction	with	the	false	believers	in	
Jerusalem,	Paul	is	trying	to	model	for	the	Galatians	how	to	confront	religious	people.		
Religious	people	have	the	freedom	in	Christ	to	make	their	own	choices	about	their	
personal	religious	practices,	but	if	they	start	to	now	tell	others	that	religious	
practices	are	the	Gospel,	we	are	called	to	speak	up	and	remind	ourselves	that	the	
Gospel	is	Christ	alone.		Jesus	is	Lord.	
	
You	see,	Paul	doesn’t	have	a	problem	with	practices	in	and	of	themselves.		How	do	
we	know	this?		Paul	was	circumcised.		We	read	in	the	New	Testament	that	he	
circumcised	his	assistant	Timothy,	in	accordance	with	him	being	Jewish	and	
wanting	to	participate	in	that	ritual.		The	problem	is	when	we	confuse	the	practices	
for	the	Gospel.		The	book	of	Hebrews	says	that	the	Law	or	our	practices	are	“only	a	
shadow	of	the	good	things	to	come	and	not	the	true	form	of	these	
realities.”(Heb.	10:	1,	NRSV).			
	
Our	religious	practices	are	the	way	that	we	facilitate	relationship	with	one	another	
and	with	God,	but	they	are	not	the	substance	of	our	relationship	with	God.		But	when		
we	religiously	enforce	our	practices	upon	others,	we	are	now	confusing	the	shadow	
for	the	substance.	
	
It’s	around	verse	15	that	Paul	now	makes	a	transition	in	his	letter.		He’s	spent	the	
first	chapter	and	a	half	making	his	case	for	why	the	Galatians	should	listen	to	him;	
now	he’s	going	to	move	on	to	his	theological	argument.		What	is	the	meaning	of	Law,	
and	how	do	we	live	both	with	it	and	with	one	another?	



	
And	he	starts	with	this	by	reminding	the	Galatians	of	a	Jewish	religious	thought:	We	
ourselves	are	Jews	by	birth	and	not	Gentile	sinners.		It	was	a	common	religious	
thought	that	Jews	enjoy	a	special	status	with	God	and	Gentiles	live	outside	of	that	
status.	Yet	we	know	that	a	person	is	justified	not	by	the	works	of	the	law	but	
through	faith	in	Jesus	Christ.		And	we	have	come	to	believe	in	Christ	Jesus,	so	
that	we	might	be	justified	by	faith	in	Christ,	and	not	by	doing	the	works	of	the	
law,	because	no	one	will	be	justified	by	the	works	of	the	law.		Paul	asserts	that	
actually	Jews	and	Gentiles	are	equal.		No	one	can	be	justified	by	works	of	the	law,	by	
religious	rules,	rituals,	regulations.		
	
The	word	“justified”	here	in	the	Greek	is	dikaioo	and	this	was	a	legal	term	meaning	
to	be	declared	innocent.	You	are	saved;	you	are	declared	innocent;	you	are	made	
righteous;	the	judge	agrees	with	your	side	not	because	of	your	efforts,	but	by	faith,	
by	trusting.	
	
In	all	of	the	Gospels,	Jesus	never	uses	the	two	common	Greek	words	for	religion,	
which	were	threskeia	(which	means	to	perform	rituals	so	you	are	no	longer	afraid	of	
the	gods)	and	deisidaemon		(which	means	to	keep	the	demons	away).		He	does	use	
the	word	pistis	which	translates	to	faith	or	trust.		Paul	uses	this	same	word	here:	
pistis.		It	is	by	trusting	in	Christ	that	we	are	justified.	
	
But	if,	in	our	effort	to	be	justified	in	Christ,	we	ourselves	have	been	found	to	be	
sinners,	is	Christ	then	a	servant	of	sin?		Certainly	not!	
	
It	was	possibly	the	accusation	of	many	religious	people	that	by	walking	away	from	
religion,	people	would	just	have	no	moral	direction	at	all.		How	will	you	determine	
morality,	if	you	don’t	live	by	the	law?		Paul	will	go	on	in	this	letter	to	explain	how,	
but	for	now,	he	fires	back	by	saying	that	having	faith	in	Christ	does	not	mean	just	
abandoning	all	morality,	and	he	also	says	this:	But	if	I	build	up	again	the	very	
things	that	I	once	tore	down,	then	I	am	demonstrate	that	I	am	a	transgressor.		
If	I	keep	to	religion,	or	if	I	just	build	up	a	new	system	of	religion,	I	am	now	the	one	
who	is	sinning.		I	am	now	the	transgressor.		I	am	doing	something	immoral.	Yikes!		
Paul	goes	on…	
	
For	through	the	law	I	died	to	the	law,	so	that	I	might	live	to	God.		What	now?		
It’s	because	of	the	law	that	the	law	died,	and	this	has	to	happen	so	that	I	can	now	
live	a	moral	life?		What	is	Paul	getting	at?	
	
The	Law	tells	me	what	is	right	and	wrong.		But	it	does	not	give	me	the	power	to	obey	
it.		It	does	not	give	me	the	power	to	do	what	is	right.	
	
If	I	know	the	Law,	now	I	know	how	many	different	ways	I	can	mess	up,	and	how	
many	mistakes	I	can	make.		I	need	something	outside	of	the	Law	in	order	to	truly	
make	right	choices.	
	



And	I	don’t	know	about	the	rest	of	you,	but	it	is	really	hard	to	always	do	the	right	
thing.		Sometimes	I	think	of	law,	morality,	and	religion,	and	I	just	get	really	tired.		I	
realize	how	much	I	can	fail.		I	realize	how	much	I	can	let	others	down	and	not	get	it	
right,	and	it	can	start	to	feel	hopeless.		How	will	I	ever	keep	all	of	the	Law	perfectly	
throughout	my	entire	life?	
	
Without	the	power	to	overcome	my	sins,	I	become	a	slave	to	religion	and	rule-
keeping.	I	play	the	game	and	I	hope	I’ve	done	enough	to	be	a	good	person,	but	I’m	
sure	crossing	my	fingers	on	that	one.	
	
Paul	says	that	it	is	because	of	the	Law	that	he	realized	how	much	he	cannot	keep	to	
the	Law	in	order	to	live	a	moral	life.	
	
I	have	been	crucified	with	Christ	(my	old	life	of	religion	has	died	and	I	have	
moved	on	to	a	new	way	of	life)	and	it	is	no	longer	I	who	live	but	it	is	Christ	who	
lives	in	me.		And	the	life	I	now	live	in	the	flesh	I	live	by	faith	in	the	Son	of	God	
who	loved	me	and	gave	himself	for	me.	
	
Last	week,	we	said	that	one	of	the	aspects	of	the	Good	News	of	Jesus	is	that	he	saves	
us	from	our	sin,	and	this	is	how	he	truly	saves	us	from	our	mistakes.	
	
It’s	not	by	my	adherence	to	rituals,	rules,	and	regulations	that	I	will	live	a	life	to	God;	
that	I	will	live	a	good	life.		It’s	by	Christ	living	in	me.		When	I	trust	in	Christ,	I	am	now	
asking	his	Spirit	to	live	in	me,	and	help	me	to	live	the	good	life	that	I’ve	always	
sought.	
	
Faith	means	admitting	that	human	effort	and	human	action	are	insufficient,	and	it	
means	trusting	that	Christ	will	transform	me	into	a	new	person	and	into	a	new	life.	
	
If	I	try	to	do	enough	to	be	a	good	person,	I	will	fail	everytime,	and	just	inventing	a	
new	system	of	religion	or	morality	can’t	fix	that.		But	if	God	now	says,	I	have	done	
this	for	you.		I	have	saved	you.		Take	my	hand	and	together	we	will	live	through	your	
mistakes.		Now	I	just	might	truly	be	saved.	
	
I	do	not	nullify	the	grace	of	God;	Here,	Paul	uses	another	legal	term.		I	do	not	want	
to	nullify	the	verdict	that	I	have	been	freely	justified,	that	I	have	been	freely	saved	
without	cost	or	price	but	by	grace.	for	if	justification	comes	through	the	law,	then	
Christ	died	for	nothing.	If	we’re	just	about	building	a	new	religion,	if	we’re	still	all	
about	making	sure	that	people	conform	to	every	single	detail	of	a	new	system,	then	
it	was	pointless	for	Christ	to	give	his	life	as	a	sacrifice	to	end	all	religious	sacrifices.		
Because	nothing	has	changed.		We’re	still	living	under	the	same	old	way	of	doing	
things.		But	if	Christ	has	paid	a	price	once	and	for	all,	and	we	are	no	longer	enslaved	
to	keeping	and	maintaining	all	the	details	of	a	religious	system	without	mistake	or	
fail?		Then	that	is	something	that	the	world	has	never	seen	before!	
	



What	gives	you	anxiety	these	days?		Is	it	succeeding	at	your	job?		Is	it	finding	a	job?		
Is	it	feeling	lonely?		Is	it	feeling	like	no	one	could	ever	love	someone	like	you?		Is	it	
feeling	like	you	have	failed	someone?	
	
I	think	we	live	most	of	our	life	in	a	religious	fashion.		We	are	constantly	trying	to	do	
more	in	order	to	be	saved,	in	order	to	be	loved,	in	order	to	belong;	in	order	to	
survive.		We	spend	much	of	our	lives	trying	to	prove	why	we	are	lovable	and	why	
we	are	important,	and	we	often	get	tired.		We	often	feel	like	we	are	trying	to	
scramble	up	the	mountain.	
	
I	just	read	an	article	this	morning	by	a	woman	who	is	a	queer	activist	and	the	article	
was	called	“Excommunicate	me	from	the	social	justice	church.”		This	woman	used	to	
be	a	Christian	but	in	her	article,	she	now	draws	a	parallel	between	what	she	used	to	
experience	church	and	what	she	now	experiences	in	much	of	her	queer	activist	
circles.		There	is	a	constant	emphasis	on	doing	more	to	be	a	better	activist.		
Everyone	has	to	use	better	language.		My	language	is	better	than	that	person’s	
language!		My	use	of	words	makes	me	a	better	activist	than	that	person!	
	
I’ve	been	to	way	more	protests	than	this	person!		I’m	way	more	of	an	activist	than	
him	or	her	because	I	have	done	more,	and	this	woman	is	now	tired!		She’s	tired	of	
having	to	try	and	live	up	to	the	religious	examples	that	she	experiences.		These	high	
expectations	make	it	difficult	for	new	people	to	become	a	part	of	the	movement,	and	
it	burns	out	those	people	who	are	in	it.	
	
You	don’t	have	to	be	in	church	to	be	religious	about	something.		This	can	happen	
anywhere.	
	
Because	this	is	what	religion	does.		It	says	here	is	the	path	up	the	mountain.		Bring	
this	equipment.		Follow	this	trail.		Don’t	eat	the	mushrooms	along	the	trail,	and	
you’ll	reach	the	top.		And	we	often	feel	like	we	are	trying	to	scramble	up	the	
mountain.	
	
But	Jesus	doesn’t	offer	another	path	up	the	mountain.		In	Jesus,	God	comes	down	
from	the	mountain	and	says	hold	on	to	me,	because	we’re	about	to	go	for	a	ride,	up	
the	mountain.		And	I	am	going	to	carry	you.	
	
And	remember	that	religious	practices	are	not	necessarily	bad.		They’re	like	the	
things	that	we	use	to	relate	with	God,	to	get	to	know	God.		To	get	to	understand	God.		
They’re	actually	the	things	that	we	use	to	build	faith,	trust,	and	relationship.	
	
It	is	good	for	me	to	give	a	rose	to	someone	in	order	to	express	my	affection	for	them.		
But	the	rose	is	not	the	substance	of	my	relationship	with	that	person.	The	substance	
is	in	how	we	interact,	and	who	we	become	through	that	interaction.		
	
But	when	we	confuse	the	practices	for	the	relationship,	then	we	get	religion.		And	
we	start	to	love	the	practices	more	than	we	love	people,	and	more	than	we	love	God.		



I	love	how	the	Message	put	it	this	morning	in	the	video	that	we	watched	earlier,	
when	we	become	religious	as	we	follow	Jesus,	we	rebuild	the	very	same	barn	that	
we	actually	tore	down	in	the	first	place.		Now,	it	just	has	a	new	coat	of	paint	on	it.	
	
And	staying	inside	our	barn	is	a	great	way	to	divide	ourselves	from	others.		To	stay	
safe.	
	
But	faith	allows	diverse	people	and	diverse	cultures	all	to	express	how	they	worship	
Christ	alone.	
	
And	we	have	been	invited	into	a	new	life	that	breaks	down	walls	of	division	and	
discrimination	and	calls	us	to	radically	reach	out	to	and	love	everyone,	even	our	
enemies.		To	live	a	new	life	where	we	can	love	with	abundance	and	generosity,	not	
just	doing	enough	to	just	get	by.	
	
Religion	divides	and	complicates.		But	faith	serves	and	saves.	


