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We	opened	our	time	with	a	video	compilation	of	quotes	from	the	character	of	Frank	
Underwood	in	the	Netflix	show	House	of	Cards.	The	quotes	highlighted	some	of	the	
more	ruthless	things	that	Frank	Underwood	has	to	say	about	power	and	politics.	
	
“There	is	but	one	rule:	Hunt	or	be	hunted”	
	
“The	road	to	power	is	paved	with	hypocrisy	and	casualties.	Never	regret.”	
	
These	are	some	of	the	great	lines	from	Kevin	Spacey	playing	the	part	of	Frank	
Underwood,	the	main	character	of	the	Netflix	TV	series,	House	of	Cards.		Fans	of	
House	of	Cards	love	Frank	Underwood	because	he	is	just	so	utterly	ruthless	in	
pursuing	and	acquiring	political	power;	and	he	will	pursue	anything	in	order	to	get	
it:	deceit,	manipulation,	betrayal,	and	even	murder.	
	
And	I	think	that	one	of	the	reasons	we	are	so	drawn	to	the	character	of	Frank	
Underwood	is	that	we	all	subconsciously	know	that	in	many	ways	this	is	how	power	
often	operates	in	our	world.	This	is	how	power	often	succeeds	and	functions	in	a	
worldly	kingdom	such	as	a	nation	or	a	state.	
	
It’s	election	time	for	our	brothers	and	sisters	south	of	our	border;	and	I’m	sure	that	
you’ve	heard	absolutely	nothing	about	the	wife	of	a	former	president	running	
against	a	particular	outspoken	businessman/reality	TV	show	host;	or	perhaps	you	
might	say	that	you’ve	heard	all	too	much	about	it.		And	we	of	course	had	our	own	
election	around	this	time	last	Fall.	
	
But	it	does	have	people	asking	the	question,	as	I	see	politics	taking	place,	as	I	see	
how	people	wield	influence	in	the	political	systems	of	our	countries,	whether	that’s	
Canada,	the	US,	or	wherever,	does	my	faith	play	a	part?		Can	my	faith	play	a	part	in	
politics?	
	
Religion	and	politics.		What	could	go	wrong	in	a	conversation	such	as	this,	right?		
Well,	I	thought	about	naming	this	next	very	short	sermon	series	,	“Spicy	Meatball”		
because	that’s	what	this	conversation	can	be	when	we	talk	about	religion	and	
politics,	but	instead	we	are	calling	this	Game	of	Thrones.		You	may	have	heard	of	
that	same	HBO	television	series	which	pits	familiar	themes	of	political	intrigue	
against	the	backdrop	of	a	medieval	fantasy	story.	
	
Game	of	Thrones	has	a	key	line:	“When	you	play	the	game	of	thrones,	you	win	or	you	
die.”		There	is	an	overarching	theme	in	this	particular	story	about	politics,	that	if	you	



do	not	engage	in	deceit,	manipulation,	betrayal,	or	violence,	you	will	die.		You	will	
lose	the	game	of	thrones.		In	this	system,	you	win	or	you	die.		Hunt	or	be	hunted.	
	
So	in	any	conversation	about	faith	and	politics,	I	think	the	first	thing	we	need	to	do	
before	we	can	talk	about	our	own	possible	choices	or	our	own	possible	actions,	is	
you	do	need	to	understand	the	system.		We	need	to	understand	the	game.	
	
Because	if	we	don’t	understand	the	game,	we	might	find	ourselves	shocked	and	
surprised	by	what	we	encounter	in	how	influence	and	power	are	actually	used.	
There	are	many	great	people	who	are	engaged	in	politics	and	want	to	make	a	real	
difference	in	our	world,	and	we	honour	their	effort	sand	their	service.		That’s	
actually	something	we’re	going	to	discuss	next	week.	
	
However,	it	is	not	a	stretch	to	see	that	in	order	to	govern	and	in	order	to	maintain	
power	and	control,	nations	and	states	will	often	commit	actions	that	many	followers	
of	Jesus	would	not	be	in	agreement	with.		In	some	cases,	it’s	an	extreme	brutal	
example	of	a	dictator	who	violently	wipes	out	his	opposition	in	order	to	maintain	
control.		In	other	cases,	it	may	be	a	political	leader	who	becomes	embroiled	in	a	
corruption	scandal.	
	
In	still	other	cases,	it	will	be	a	political	leader	who	promises	vast	sweeping	change,	
conducts	social	reforms	that	earn	the	admiration	of	thousands	of	civilians,	but	then	
in	the	same	breath,	negotiates	an	arms	deal	with	a	country	that	has	a	religiously	
zealous	and	violent	regime.		These	things	happen	in	our	world.	
	
And	often	this	is	all	done	in	the	name	of	security.		We	may	not	like	this	choice,	but	
we	have	to	do	it	in	order	to	maintain	peace.		We	have	to	do	it	in	order	to	maintain	
control.		I	think	this	often	shocks	many	people	who	become	involved	in	politics,	and	
this	is	why	many	of	us	can	often	become	disillusioned	with	politics.	
	
These	kinds	of	stories	are	literally	what	make	TV	shows	like	Game	of	Thrones	and	
House	of	Cards	so	relatable	and	entertaining.		We	understand	that	the	intrigue	of	
politics	in	drama	reflects	the	intrigue	of	politics	we	have	seen	played	out	in	real	life.	
	
When	we	talk	about	Christian	governments	and	Christian	kingdoms,	what	has	been	
the	general	opinion	of	people	about	that?		That	it’s	bad	news,	right?		And	they	
wouldn’t	be	entirely	wrong,	Christian	kingdoms	or	Christian	nations	have	harmed	
civilians	during	times	of	war,	conducted	things	such	as	the	Crusades	and	the	
Inquisition,	conducted	genocide.		We	have	not	looked	great	when	we	have	held	
political	power,	and	decided	to	engage	in	what	is	necessary	for	maintaining	control	
of	a	state.		This	lead	a	bunch	of	people	back	in	the	17th	century	and	the	
Enlightenment	to	start	talking	about	the	separation	of	church	and	state.	
	
Religious	ideas	and	dialogue	were	being	used	to	justify	political	atrocities	and	
injustices,	and	people	began	to	get	smart	and	say	that	there	was	something	wrong	
with	this.	



	
Well,	interestingly,	our	Anabaptist	ancestors,	along	with	the	Reformers	of	that	time	
period,	were	some	of	the	first	Christians	to	start	talking	about	the	separation	of	
church	and	state.		Protestant	Reformers	recognized	the	corruption	of	church	and	
state	in	the	Catholic	Church	of	the	time,	and	so	they	wanted	to	break	off	from	the	
Church	and	states	of	that	time	period.		The	Radical	Reformers,	who	became	the	
Anabaptists,	took	this	a	step	further	and	said	that	we	shouldn’t	replace	the	corrupt	
church	and	state	relationship	of	the	Church	with	a	so-called	“better”	system	of	
church	and	state,	but	we	should	do	away	with	the	relationship	of	church	and	state	
altogether.	
	
And	their	reasoning	for	this	came	from	an	idea	that	Martin	Luther	actually	talked	
about	which	was	the	concept	of	two	kinds	of	kingdoms:	The	kingdoms	of	the	world	
(meaning	kingdoms	like	England,	France,	Rome,	etc.)	and	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven.	
	
And	their	theology	for	this	began	with	the	passage	that	we	actually	read	from	1	
Samuel.		If	you	have	a	Bible	on	you,	turn	with	me	to	1	Samuel	starting	at	Chap.	8	
verse	1.		If	you	don’t	have	a	Bible	on	you,	you’re	certainly	welcome	to	grab	one	from	
the	back	and	follow	along	with	me	as	we	read	through	this.		It	starts	off:		
	
As	Samuel	grew	old,	he	appointed	his	sons	to	be	judges	over	Israel.	2	Joel	and	
Abijah,	his	oldest	sons,	held	court	in	Beersheba.	
	
Now,	this	is	a	period	of	time	where	Israel	is	not	governed	by	any	one	political	body.		
They	are	a	group	of	people	who	believe	that	their	one	single	God	rescued	them	from	
slavery	in	Egypt	and	He	governs	all	that	they	need	in	their	culture.		He	writes	laws.		
He	teaches	them	how	to	organize	themselves;	how	to	relate	to	others.		In	matters	of	
legal	dispute,	where	the	law	is	not	entirely	clear,	God	appoints	judges:	people	within	
Israel	who	will	discern	and	decide	over	minutiae	or	details	that	come	out	in	
application	of	the	law.		Israel	is	operating	sort	of	like	a	theocracy,	but	not	with	any	
king	or	government	body	that	claims	to	speak	for	God.		They	believe	that	they	are	
operating	as	a	nation	directly	under	God’s	governance.	
	
3	But	they	[Samuel’s	sons]	were	not	like	their	father,	for	they	were	greedy	for	
money.	They	accepted	bribes	and	perverted	justice.	
4	Finally,	all	the	elders	of	Israel	met	at	Ramah	to	discuss	the	matter	with	
Samuel.	5	“Look,”	they	told	him,	“you	are	now	old,	and	your	sons	are	not	like	
you.	Give	us	a	king	to	judge	us	like	all	the	other	nations	have.”	
	
What	are	the	Israelites	reacting	to	here?		Corruption,	right?		Our	judge	system	must	
be	messed	up.		We	need	a	better	political	system.		How	about	a	king?		Everyone	else	
has	them.	And	how	do	both	Samuel	and	God	react	to	this	idea?		Let’s	read	on	
	
6	Samuel	was	displeased	with	their	request	and	went	to	the	Lord	for	guidance.	
7	“Do	everything	they	say	to	you,”	the	Lord	replied,	“for	they	are	rejecting	me,	
not	you.	They	don’t	want	me	to	be	their	king	any	longer.	8	Ever	since	I	brought	



them	from	Egypt	they	have	continually	abandoned	me	and	followed	other	
gods.	And	now	they	are	giving	you	the	same	treatment.	9	Do	as	they	ask,	but	
solemnly	warn	them	about	the	way	a	king	will	reign	over	them.”	
	
Just	a	quick	side	note	here	that	this	is	another	example	of	where	one	of	the	
remarkable	things	about	God	is	that	he	always	gives	us	choice.		God	could	easily	shut	
down	the	whole	king	idea;	it’s	certainly	not	outside	of	his	power,	but	he	loves	us	and	
respects	us	enough	as	his	kids	to	give	us	a	choice	and	allow	us	to	make	mistakes	so	
we	can	truly	learn	and	grow.	
	
So	God	says,	you	want	to	enter	into	the	game	of	thrones?		Well,	okay,	here’s	what	it’s	
going	to	look	like.	
	
10	So	Samuel	passed	on	the	Lord’s	warning	to	the	people	who	were	asking	him	
for	a	king.	11	“This	is	how	a	king	will	reign	over	you,”	Samuel	said.	“The	king	
will	draft	your	sons	and	assign	them	to	his	chariots	and	his	charioteers,	
making	them	run	before	his	chariots.	12	Some	will	be	generals	and	captains	in	
his	army,[a]	some	will	be	forced	to	plow	in	his	fields	and	harvest	his	crops,	and	
some	will	make	his	weapons	and	chariot	equipment.	13	The	king	will	take	
your	daughters	from	you	and	force	them	to	cook	and	bake	and	make	perfumes	
for	him.	14	He	will	take	away	the	best	of	your	fields	and	vineyards	and	olive	
groves	and	give	them	to	his	own	officials.	15	He	will	take	a	tenth	of	your	grain	
and	your	grape	harvest	and	distribute	it	among	his	officers	and	attendants.	
16	He	will	take	your	male	and	female	slaves	and	demand	the	finest	of	your	
cattle[b]	and	donkeys	for	his	own	use.	17	He	will	demand	a	tenth	of	your	
flocks,	and	you	will	be	his	slaves.	18	When	that	day	comes,	you	will	beg	for	
relief	from	this	king	you	are	demanding,	but	then	the	Lord	will	not	help	you.”	
	
I	want	to	go	back	to	the	phrase	that	the	king	“will	draft	your	sons	and	assign	them	to	
his	chariots	and	charioteers.”		Does	anyone	know	who	had	chariots	at	this	point	in	
history?		The	Egyptians!		The	Israelites	didn’t	actually	have	chariots	at	this	point	of	
time.		So	when	Samuel	says	that	if	Israel	appoints	a	king,	he	will	take	your	sons	for	
his	chariots,	he	is	saying	that	Israel	will	become	like	the	Egyptians.	
	
Do	you	know	how	scandalous	this	statement	is?		The	whole	defining	moment	of	
Israel	is	when	they	are	rescued	from	slavery	in	Egypt,	and	now	God	says	that	if	you	
take	a	king,	you	will	become	just	like	the	Egyptians,	to	the	point	of	even	taking	
slaves	yourselves.		You	will	become	what	you	were	freed	from.	
	
So	do	the	Israelites	finally	get	the	point	and	say,	“Oh,	right,	yeah	we’re	good.		We	
don’t	need	a	king.”		No.	
	
19	But	the	people	refused	to	listen	to	Samuel’s	warning.	“Even	so,	we	still	want	
a	king,”	they	said.	20	“We	want	to	be	like	the	nations	around	us.	Our	king	will	
judge	us	and	lead	us	into	battle.”	



21	So	Samuel	repeated	to	the	Lord	what	the	people	had	said,	22	and	the	Lord	
replied,	“Do	as	they	say,	and	give	them	a	king.”	Then	Samuel	agreed	and	sent	
the	people	home.	
	
Here’s	the	thing	about	worldly	kingdoms.		They	need	to	maintain	control.		They	have	
to	keep	order,	and	they	have	physical	boundaries	that	need	to	be	maintained.		In	
order	to	keep	any	of	those	three	things,	you	often	have	to	employ	violence.		If	
someone	tries	to	take	your	border,	you	keep	a	standing	army	that	fights	against	
your	enemies	and	maintains	your	border.		“The	king	will	take	your	sons	for	his	
chariots”	
	
When	the	question	of	an	individual’s	personal	freedom	comes	into	conflict	with	the	
aims	of	the	state,	a	state	will	often	set	aside	the	rights	of	that	individual	in	the	name	
of	maintaining	peace	and	security.		“The	king	will	take	your	daughters	from	you	and	
force	them	to	cook	and	bake	and	make	perfumes	for	him.	He	will	take	away	the	best	
of	your	fields	and	vineyards	and	olive	groves	and	give	them	to	his	own	officials.”	
	
A	couple	of	months	ago,	we	did	a	series	called	Wrongs	to	Rights	where	we	discussed	
how	our	Canadian	ancestors	seized	and	stole	land	from	our	First	Nations	
population.			
	
But	did	you	know	that	a	couple	of	years	ago,	and	you	can	look	this	up	on	both	CBC	
and	on	Macleans,	our	own	Canadian	government	seized	the	farmland	of	a	Mr.	Frank	
Meyers,	and	about	11	other	landowners	in	and	around	the	Belleville	ON	region.		The	
landowners	were	offered	money	for	the	land,	of	course;	but	they	had	very	little	
choice	over	the	sale.		Frank	Meyers’	family	had	lived	on	this	farm	for	over	200	years	
and	now	it	was	being	taken	from	him.		They	fought	this	expropriation,	but	in	the	
end,	the	government	won	out.		Their	reason	for	seizing	the	land?		To	construct	a	
new	headquarters	for	Joint	Task	Force	2,	our	top-secret	special	forces	squad.		In	the	
national	interest	of	the	development	of	our	security,	the	government	seized	his	
property.	
	
Greg	Boyd	in	his	great	book	“Myth	of	a	Christian	Nation”	calls	the	way	that	nations	
maintain	power,	the	way	of	the	sword.		Nations	and	kingdoms	have	to	employ	the	
way	of	the	sword	in	order	to	maintain	power	and	control.		We	have	to	take	by	force,	
if	necessary,	what	we	need	in	order	to	maintain	peace.	
	
Jesus	talks	about	kingdoms	too.		But	his	talk	of	kingdom	seems	to	be	quite	different.		
He	seems	to	talk	about	a	Kingdom	of	Heaven	that	he	has	arrived	to	usher	in	or	to	
bring	about.		Jesus	makes	a	strong	connection	between	his	ministry	and	the	arrival	
of	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven,	but	here	is	some	of	the	things	that	he	says	about	this	
Kingdom:	
	
“The	Kingdom	of	God	is	near.”	Mark	1:	15	
	



“The	Kingdom	of	Heaven	isn’t	ushered	in	with	visible	signs.		You	won’t	be	able	
to	say,	‘Here	it	is!	Or	‘It’s	over	there!”	For	the	Kingdom	of	God	is	among	you.”	
(Luke	17:	20-21)	
	
Pontius	Pilate	asks	Jesus	if	he	is	a	King,	and	Jesus	replies	“I	am	not	an	earthly	king.		
If	I	were,	my	followers	would	have	fought	when	I	was	arrested	by	the	Jewish	
leaders.		But	my	Kingdom	is	not	of	this	world.	“		Pilate	replies,	“You	are	a	king	
then?”		And	Jesus	replies,	“You	say	that	I	am	a	king,	and	you	are	right,”	Jesus	
said.	“I	was	born	for	that	purpose.		And	I	came	to	bring	truth	to	the	world.”	
(John	18:	36-37)	
	
In	John	chapter	6,	many	of	his	followers	plan	to	set	him	up	as	an	earthly	king,	and	so	
Jesus	runs	away	to	be	alone.	
	
And	of	course,	we	have	the	exchange	between	Jesus	and	the	Devil	in	the	passage	that	
Ron	read	from	Matt.	4:	Next	the	devil	took	him	to	the	peak	of	a	very	high	
mountain	and	showed	him	all	the	kingdoms	of	the	world	and	their	glory.	9	“I	
will	give	it	all	to	you,”	he	said,	“if	you	will	kneel	down	and	worship	me.”	
10	“Get	out	of	here,	Satan,”	Jesus	told	him.	“For	the	Scriptures	say,	
‘You	must	worship	the	Lord	your	God	
				and	serve	only	him.’[a]	
	
So	here	seem	to	be	some	of	the	characteristics	of	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	as	Jesus	
describes	it:	
	

1. Jesus	is	the	ruler	of	this	kingdom.		“kurios	iesous”	Jesus	is	Lord.		This	was	
one	of	the	earliest	faith	statements	of	followers	of	Jesus.	

2. It	transcends	physical	boundaries.		It	has	no	physical	borders	to	be	
maintained,	but	actually	encompasses	the	entire	world.	You	can’t	say	“Here	it	
is!”	It’s	not	a	single	location	or	holy	land	to	be	defended.	

3. As	a	result,	it	includes	all	races/cultures	and	languages.	Paul	will	
emphasize	this	point	in	Gal.	3:	28:	There	is	no	longer	Jew	or	Gentile,	slave	
or	free,	male	or	female…you	are	one	in	Christ	Jesus.”		

4. It	lives	in	people’s	hearts.	This	is	not	a	Kingdom	signified	by	castles,	towers,	
or	monuments.		Jesus	says	that	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	is	among	you.		It	is	
signified	by	people	living	lives	changed	by	the	Good	News	of	Jesus.	

5. It	doesn’t	see	people	as	the	enemy.		It	sees	people	as	victims	of	the	
enemy.	Paul	will	emphasize	this	point	in	Eph.	6:	12	“For	we	are	not	
fighting	against	people	made	of	flesh	and	blood,	but	against	the	evil	
rulers	and	authorities	of	the	unseen	world,	against	those	mighty	
powers	of	darkness	who	rule	this	world,	and	against	wicked	spirits	in	
the	heavenly	realms.	The	Kingdom	of	Heaven	doesn’t	say	that	Syria	is	the	
enemy,	or	Germany	is	the	enemy.		The	Kingdom	of	Heaven	is	out	to	oppose	
the	spiritual	powers	of	this	world	that	have	deceived	people,	in	any	and	all	
countries,	into	buying	into	the	game	of	thrones.	

	



How	does	Jesus	rule	this	kingdom?		Well	in	Mark	10:	44-45	we	read,	“You	know	
that	the	rulers	in	this	world	lord	it	over	their	people,	and	officials	flaunt	their	
authority	over	those	under	them.	43	But	among	you	it	will	be	different.	
Whoever	wants	to	be	a	leader	among	you	must	be	your	servant,	44	and	
whoever	wants	to	be	first	among	you	must	be	the	slave	of	everyone	else.	
45	For	even	the	Son	of	Man	came	not	to	be	served	but	to	serve	others	and	to	
give	his	life	as	a	ransom	for	many.”	
	
Jesus	rules	through	service	and	through	self-sacrifice.		If	Greg	Boyd	says	that	
worldly	kingdoms	operate	through	the	way	of	the	sword,	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	
rules	through	the	way	of	the	cross.	
	
Pretty	different	from	Frank	Underwood,	isn’t	it?		And	the	real	test	for	all	of	this	
comes	at	Jesus’	crucifixion.		This	is	why	Christians	throughout	history	have	placed	
so	much	emphasis	on	this	moment,	because	at	the	crucifixion	is	the	ultimate	battle	
between	the	way	of	the	sword	and	the	way	of	the	cross.		You	have	the	Roman	
Empire	with	the	way	of	the	sword	about	to	put	to	death	the	man	who	people	have	
been	calling	the	Messiah.	
	
This	is	the	game	of	thrones,	right?		The	Romans	have	more	soldiers.	They	have	more	
power:	the	ability	to	sentence	people	to	crucifixion.		Jesus	is	about	to	die	and	lose	
the	game	of	thrones.		You	win	or	you	die.	
	
Except	that	Jesus	doesn’t	die.		He	rises	from	the	dead.		Now	the	Roman	Empire	has	
disappeared	long	ago	into	the	dust,	and	Jesus	is	alive.			
	
The	love	of	Jesus	exposes	the	lie	of	power.		The	courageous	self-sacrificing	love	of	
Jesus	exposes	the	lie	that	you	need	power	to	survive.		His	victory	on	the	cross	
exposes	the	weakness	of	the	game	of	thrones.	
	
And	so	early	Anabaptist	Mennonites	said	that	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	is	where	they	
will	pledge	their	allegiance.		The	Kingdom	of	Heaven	is	where	they	will	pledge	their	
loyalty	because	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	is	greater	than	any	other	kingdom	that	will	
disappear	into	history,	and	this	kingdom	is	characterized	by	love.			
	
As	soon	as	we	put	borders	around	it;	as	soon	as	we	create	a	sense	of	Us	vs	Them,	
love	is	going	to	be	challenged.	The	church	must	absolutely	be	separate	from	the	
state.	
	
This	is	why	Mennonites	were	able	to	go	to	their	deaths	and	face	persecution	for	
their	faith.		Because	they	knew	that	they	were	part	of	a	kingdom	that	can’t	be	killed.		
They	were	part	of	a	kingdom	that	can’t	be	destroyed	by	the	game	of	thrones.		
Because	they	knew	they	were	part	of	a	kingdom	that	was	out	to	love	the	world,	not	
war	with	it.	
	



Initially,	our	Mennonite	tradition	responded	to	the	separation	of	church	and	state	by	
becoming	the	“stillen	im	lande,”	right?		The	quiet	in	the	land.		Mennonites	went	to	
their	farms,	refused	to	participate	in	politics,	to	participate	in	the	way	of	the	sword	
and	completely	separated	themselves	from	secular	society	both	in	dress	and	in	
many	cultural	practices.		We	didn’t	even	vote	in	elections	for	the	longest	time	
because	we	believed	two	things:	
	

1) We	are	citizens	of	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven,	a	different	nation	from	the	nations	
around	us,	and	therefore	we	have	no	business	in	those	other	nations.	

2) We	did	not	want	to	be	complicit	with	the	violent	actions	of	the	nations	
around	us.	

	
But	as	we	entered	into	the	modern	era,	we	began	to	start	asking	some	questions.		As	
we	moved	into	democracy	and	we	faced	less	persecution,	we	began	to	ask	how	do	
we	really	live	out	the	separation	of	church	and	state	today?	
	
Do	we	really	have	to	remain	the	quiet	in	the	land?		Or	can	we	now	participate	in	the	
world	while	still	maintaining	our	allegiance	to	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	and	to	Christ	
as	Lord?		This	is	what	we	will	actually	discuss	next	week.		Are	there	meaningful	
ways	that	we	can	engage	our	faith	with	politics	while	still	remaining	aware	of	the	
difference	between	the	game	of	thrones	and	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven.	
	
In	fact,	as	prep	for	next	week,	I’d	like	you	to	take	some	time	this	week.		You’ll	see	
this	in	your	bulletin	this	morning.		Here	are	some	questions	that	you	can	sit	around	
the	dinner	table	and	discuss,	meditate	over	on	your	own,	or	perhaps	meet	with	
someone	over	coffee	and	discuss:	
	
I	highly	encourage	you	to	go	over	those	questions	this	week	in	anticipation	of	next	
week’s	sermon.	
	
Let	me	say	this	by	way	of	closing.		When	the	Devil	suggests	that	Jesus	bow	down	to	
him	and	gain	control	over	all	the	kingdoms	of	the	world.		Why	is	this	a	temptation?	
	
Isn’t	this	what	we’re	all	trying	to	do?		Trying	to	gain	as	much	control	and	influence	
as	we	can	so	we	can	make	things	right?		Think	of	all	the	good	that	Jesus	could	do,	if	
he	had	decided	to	be	set	up	as	an	earthly	king	like	his	followers	try	to	do	in	John	6.		
He	could	enact	just	laws.		He	could	end	slavery.		He	could	bring	down	the	Roman	
Empire.		He	could	have	given	Israel	back	its	kingdom	and	ended	Roman	occupation.		
He	could	have	prevented	his	own	execution.		He	wouldn’t	have	had	to	go	the	cross.	
	
I	suppose	he	could	have	done	a	lot	of	good.		But	then	would	the	Romans	be	saved	as	
well?		As	Frank	Underwood	so	eloquently	put	it,	the	road	to	power	is	paved	
with…casualties.		Who	would	have	been	the	casualties	in	Jesus’	war	for	freedom?			
	



The	way	of	the	sword	says	that	you	win	and	you	gain	safety	and	peace	by	stopping	
the	heart	of	your	enemy.		The	way	of	the	cross	says	that	you	win	and	you	gain	true	
safety	and	peace	by	changing	the	heart	of	your	enemy.			
	
The	way	of	the	sword	says	we	must	save	Us	vs	Them	at	whatever	cost.	The	way	of	
cross	is	to	save	everyone.		This	is	the	way	of	Jesus.		This	is	the	way	of	the	king	that	
we	serve.	
	
As	we	engage	with	politics	in	our	world	today,	which	way	will	we	choose?		Which	
kingdom	will	we	serve?	


